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Sunday 9th May 2021 

10.30am  

‘Church at Home’  

 

Time of Quiet 

 

Opening Words   -   Psalm 130 
1-2 Help, GOD—I’ve hit rock bottom! 

    Master, hear my cry for help! 

Listen hard! Open your ears! 

    Listen to my cries for mercy. 
3-4 If you, GOD, kept records on wrongdoings, 

    who would stand a chance? 

As it turns out, forgiveness is your habit, 

    and that’s why you’re worshiped. 
5-6 I pray to GOD—my life a prayer— 

    and wait for what he’ll say and do. 

My life’s on the line before God, my Lord, 

    waiting and watching till morning, 

    waiting and watching till morning. 
7-8 O Israel, wait and watch for GOD— 

    with GOD’s arrival comes love, 

    with GOD’s arrival comes generous redemption. 

No doubt about it—he’ll redeem Israel, 

    buy back Israel from captivity to sin. 

 

Prayer of Adoration 

Glory to God in the highest,  

and peace to God’s people on earth.  
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Lord God, heavenly King,  

almighty God and Father,  

we worship you, we give you thanks,  

we praise you for your glory.  

 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,  

Lord God, Lamb of God,  

you take away the sin of the world;  

have mercy on us;  

you are seated at the right hand of the Father:  

receive our prayer.  

 

For you alone are the Holy One, 

you alone are the Lord,  

you alone are the Most High,  

Jesus Christ,  

with the Holy Spirit,  

in the glory of God the Father. 

 

Song   -   As the Deer 

(247) As the deer - YouTube 

 

As the deer pants for the water, 

So my soul longs after You, 

You alone are my heart's desire, 

And I long to worship You. 

 

You alone are my strength my shield, 

To You alone may my spirit yield, 

You alone are my heart's desire, 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?app=desktop&v=0AkKVlBKvBg
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And I long to worship You. 

 

I want you more than gold or silver, 

Only you can satisfy, 

You alone are the real joy giver, 

And the apple of my eye. 

 

You're my friend and You are my Brother, 

Even though You are a King, 

I love You more than any other, 

So much more than anything. 

 

Bible Reading 

Acts 1: 1 - 11  (New International Version, NIV) 

In my former book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus began to do and to 

teach 2 until the day he was taken up to heaven, after giving instructions through 

the Holy Spirit to the apostles he had chosen. 3 After his suffering, he presented 

himself to them and gave many convincing proofs that he was alive. He appeared 

to them over a period of forty days and spoke about the kingdom of God. 4 On one 

occasion, while he was eating with them, he gave them this command: “Do not 

leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my Father promised, which you have heard 

me speak about. 5 For John baptized with[a] water, but in a few days you will be 

baptized with[b] the Holy Spirit.” 
6 Then they gathered around him and asked him, “Lord, are you at this time going 

to restore the kingdom to Israel?” 
7 He said to them: “It is not for you to know the times or dates the Father has set 

by his own authority. 8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on 

you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and 

to the ends of the earth.” 
9 After he said this, he was taken up before their very eyes, and a cloud hid him 

from their sight. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=acts+1&version=NIV#fen-NIV-26929a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=acts+1&version=NIV#fen-NIV-26929b
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10 They were looking intently up into the sky as he was going, when suddenly two 

men dressed in white stood beside them. 11 “Men of Galilee,” they said, “why do 

you stand here looking into the sky? This same Jesus, who has been taken from 

you into heaven, will come back in the same way you have seen him go into 

heaven.” 

 

Reflection 

Have you ever faced a task that seems simply impossible to you? The kind of thing 

that when presented in front of you your initial response is that of ‘no way’ or 

‘that’s not possible.’ Don’t worry, we’re not alone in thinking this, we see instances 

like this crop up over and over again in Scripture. Perhaps you’ve seen the films 

Mission Impossible, on the face of it what is presented as needing to be done looks 

impossible, apart from being good films we also learn by the end what seemed 

impossible isn’t. 

 

Last week as we explored Matthew 28: 16-20 I wonder if that’s how the disciples 

are feeling after the Great Commission?  Jesus has just left them with the 

assurance that he will be with them to the very end of the age, but I want to know 

how they are feeling. I want to know if they saw the task that has been set before 

them as impossible. If we look at the facts for a moment, what Jesus was 

commissioning them to do was massive, and yet as he does, there is a plan afoot. 

As we continue to explore Encounters with the Risen Jesus it seems to me that our 

disciples have been on a rollercoaster journey since the crucifixion. It’s only now 

though that we get the full picture of how they can pull off this seemingly 

impossible commission. 

 

Right at the beginning of Acts our author, Luke, tells us how his two volumes 

(Luke’s Gospel and Acts) fit together. On the face of it Volume 1, his gospel, tells 

the story of Jesus Christ from birth to death, resurrection, and ascension.  Volume 

two (Acts) describes the story of the church of Jesus Christ from its birth in 

Jerusalem. Luke however does not regard them in this way, as 2 separate entities, 
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it is not a focus on Jesus Christ and then his church, rather it is two stages of Jesus’ 

ministry. The first in his gospel being all that Jesus did and taught until the day of 

his ascension, the second being his ministry exercised from heaven through his 

Holy Spirit and by his apostles. It is the ascension of Jesus that inextricably links 

these two volumes and draws one to a close and introduces the second whereby 

Jesus earthly ministry has finished, and his heavenly ministry commences. 

 

The traditional title of Luke’s second volume is ‘The Acts of the Apostles’ which 

points to the central role the apostles play. While recognised in this way since the 

second century this title is centred on human effort which has led some to propose 

the title ‘Acts of the Holy Spirit’. John Stott points out that throughout this volume 

“there are references to the promise, gift, outpouring, baptism, fullness power, 

witness and guidance of the Holy Spirit.” In that regard, neither title do this book 

justice as the apostles are our chief characters through whom Jesus works by the 

power of his Holy Spirit. As we explore this encounter with the Risen Jesus before 

his ascension, we must note that he was not taken up into heaven until he had 

given instructions through the Holy Spirit to those he had chosen. Before ending 

his ministry on earth we find that Jesus makes clear that his ministry will indeed 

continue through the power of the Holy Spirit which would be poured out in the 

coming days. 

 

In this last encounter with the Risen Jesus our disciples find out that they are firstly 

going to have to wait in Jerusalem for the Holy Spirit, their helper in the task 

ahead. Secondly, they find out that the scope of the Mission that Jesus had already 

outlined is wider than they might have initially expected. Lastly, they are urged to 

refocus so that they can fulfil the missional imperative they have been given. 

 

‘Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my Father promised which you have 

heard me speak about. For John baptised with water, but in a few days you will be 

baptised with the Holy Spirit.’ (v.4-5) 
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The last few months would have been full of ups and downs for our disciples, and 

now as the time for Jesus to leave his disciples draws closer, he commands them to 

wait in Jerusalem until the promised gift has been received. As we take a wider 

view of Scripture, we read that Jesus has already promised his disciples that the 

Spirit of truth would remind them of what Jesus has taught and fill in the blanks 

when necessary (John 14: 26). Now as Jesus commands them to wait it is so that 

the promise of his Father that he has echoed can be fulfilled in a few days. For now 

our disciples task is to wait, for it is once they have been clothed with power from 

on high that they will have the tools needed to fulfil their commission 

 

During the forty days since the resurrection and ascension, events have come thick 

and fast with Jesus preparing his disciples for the next part of their mission. If we 

think about it these must have been forty days of transformation for our disciples 

as they have life changing encounters with the Risen Jesus. Now as he commands 

them to wait in Jerusalem for a few more days we know it is for the major event 

we now recognise as the Day of Pentecost. It is this day that would be the 

culmination of His life, death, resurrection and ascension as the Holy Spirit is 

poured out on his people. The conclusion of Christ’s ministry on earth also marked 

a fresh start, just as the Spirit had descended on Him at the start of His ministry so 

now the Spirit of God would come upon his people and equip them for theirs. 

 

Before Jesus reiterates His Commission to our disciples, he comforts them that 

they will not be facing the task ahead on their own, but in and through the very 

same Spirit of God that empowered Him during His own earthly ministry. What 

Jesus is asking his friends to wait for is not something for one time and for one 

purpose. The Spirit of God was not given just to those first disciples in order that 

they might be equipped for the task ahead. Rather the gift of the Holy Spirit is 

given to all who accept Christ and is the normative Christian experience. In that 

regard it is the Spirit that marks the beginning of our Christian experience, when 

we receive Christ into our lives we begin a relationship with not one part of the 

Godhead but Father, Son and Holy Spirit. It is the Holy Spirit’s enabling and 
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anointing that each of us needs for effective service and that unites us to one 

another as part of the Family of God. 

 

Friends, I don’t know about you, but I know that in my life I have experienced both 

the presence and power of the Holy Spirit. It is the presence of the Holy Spirit that I 

have felt in ways that are hard to put into words when I have been praising and 

praying. It is the presence of the Holy Spirit that I have felt when I have been 

struggling and sharing about Jesus. Furthermore, I know it’s not just me that has 

felt this, I know many of you have too because you have shared with me and with 

each other that you have experienced His presence in your lives. The Spirit of God 

is not just about presence but power, Paul highlights this as he prays for the church 

in Ephesus that they would know this power in their lives. Friends, we have known 

this too. As we have admitted our own weaknesses we have seen God move and 

work amongst us by the power of the Holy Spirit. 

 

Then they gathered around him and asked him, “Lord, are you at this time going to 

restore the kingdom to Israel?” 
7 He said to them: “It is not for you to know the times or dates the Father has set by 

his own authority. 8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on 

you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and 

to the ends of the earth.’ (v.8) 

As the apostles are told the magnitude of the task ahead, they are reminded once 

again by the Risen Jesus that they will not be tackling this task alone, but in and 

through the power of the Holy Spirit. As we consider the scope of the task at hand 

the preceding verses are worth exploring and help to give us a better idea of what 

is going on here. The question that the apostles ask Jesus when they met together 

while innocent enough gives us some insight into their thinking at the time, for if 

the Spirit was about to come, did it not imply the kingdom was about to come too. 

The question shows how the apostles still misunderstand the relationship between 

the kingdom and the Spirit, they are still expecting a national kingdom and with the 
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promise of the Holy Spirit they anticipated this was coming immediately. In his 

reply, Jesus corrects their mistaken assumptions on the coming kingdom. 

 

The language of kingdom is that of territory, where an area of land can be found 

on a map and has defined boundaries, these of course have changed through the 

centuries as one kingdom has defeated another. The kingdom of God is not 

territorial though and its borders cannot be defined by drawing a line on a map. 

This is what our apostles were expecting though and were confusing the kingdom 

of God with the kingdom of Israel and their hope of liberation from Roman rule. 

 

As Jesus replies to the apostles, he does so in an unexpected way and reverts to 

the topic of the Holy Spirit. Jesus promises that they will receive power when the 

Spirit comes but this is different to earthly power, for in the kingdom of God power 

is not defined by position or status. Rather the Kingdom of God is the rule set up in 

the lives of his people by the Holy Spirit and it is spread not by war or soldiers, but 

by witnesses who come in peace. While our apostles had narrow and nationalistic 

aspirations, we find that Jesus broadens their horizons. The Holy Spirt would 

empower them to be his witnesses firstly in Jerusalem, a place which no doubt 

brought fear to our apostles due to the recent events that had happened there. 

They would then continue their mission to Judea, Samaria, and the very ends of 

the earth with the good news of Jesus radiating out from its starting place in 

Jerusalem. 

 

Friends, the scope of the task ahead for the apostles must have seemed like 

Mission Impossible and yet here we are meeting in the name of Jesus. Some two 

thousand years later the good news of Jesus continues to spread and change lives, 

why? Because these first apostles accepted the mission that Jesus gave them and 

went out in the power of the Holy Spirit to share their first-hand experience of his 

life, death, resurrection and ascension. The first apostles were witnesses in every 

sense as they shared their own personal experience of the person of Jesus Christ. 

While we might not have journeyed with Jesus in the same way, we are to be 
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faithful witnesses to the difference that Jesus Christ has made and continues to 

make in our lives. It could be easy to list far off countries that still need to hear the 

message of the cross but if we haven’t already realised it we live in a time where 

statistically faith in Jesus is on the decline. It seems to me that while some might 

see this as a reason to panic it actually highlights the mission field that is on our 

very doorstep. While it can be easy to bemoan the lack of Christian education in 

this country or religious assemblies the fact is this leaves us as followers of Jesus 

with a unique opportunity. 

 

It could be easy for me to say lots at this moment but let us just consider this, the 

biggest tool we have at our disposal is to be authentic witnesses to the difference 

that Jesus makes in our lives. This witness is to be with both the words that come 

out of our mouths and the actions of our lives. The truth is, if all the world sees is 

that church is another club vying for their time and attention then the church will 

die. It seems to me that authentic witness will do the opposite, because being 

authentic means we seek to reflect Jesus whilst being honest and open about our 

own struggles and difficulties of life. That’s what it means to witness, that our lives 

give evidence to the difference Jesus makes. If people can’t see a difference, then 

experience tells us they wont see a need for Jesus. 

 

They were looking intently up into the sky as he was going, when suddenly two men 

dressed in white stood beside them. 11 “Men of Galilee,” they said, “why do you 

stand here looking into the sky? This same Jesus, who has been taken from you into 

heaven, will come back in the same way you have seen him go into heaven.” 

 

As Luke tells us the ascension story we have two men appearing with the apostles 

and speaking with them. While our narrator calls them men because of how they 

appeared it is clear to us that both their appearance and words indicate that to us 

that they were angels. Luke also recorded the appearance of angels at the start of 

his gospel as they both announce and attend the birth of Jesus and as a new 

chapter is to be written they are here again to bring comfort and guidance. The 
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expression ‘into the sky’ or ‘into heaven’ appears four times in these few verses 

with the repetition emphasising that our apostles were not be star gazers. In this 

regard by continuing to look at the sky they will not quicken the return of Jesus, 

instead they are let him go as he will return in the Fathers timing. 

 

As our apostles’ gaze at the sky after the ascension of Jesus, we can contrast this 

with the commission that they have just received to go to the very ends of the 

earth. Their calling was not to gaze at the sky, but to be active in witnessing on the 

earth to the person of Jesus. I do not know about you, but I have often found star 

gazing to be both peaceful and relaxing. In one sense it can help you to forget all 

your troubles as you lie on the floor in a place where light pollution is at its lowest 

and focus on the beauty above. While star gazing can be fun it causes us to 

disengage rather than engage in the reality of life, this is exactly what our apostles 

are doing as they look to the sky. Their calling, as is ours, is to be witnesses here on 

earth with our focus being outwards in love and compassion to the world around 

us. We are reminded by these angels that one day Jesus will come again, between 

His ascension and second coming there stretches an unknown length of time which 

is to be filled with the worldwide, Spirit empowered witness to him. 

 

We can be tempted to do what the apostles did, to look to heaven for a fresh 

revelation and His return. That day the apostles had to leave the mountain rather 

than making camp and as they returned to Jerusalem, they would be clothed from 

with power for the task ahead from on high.  It is this task we know as we read on 

that turns out not to be mission impossible, but a mission that was possible in and 

through the power of the Holy Spirit. As we read on the apostles, filled with the 

Holy Spirit refocus on the task ahead of them and start to witness in Jerusalem, 

Judea, Samaria, and to the ends of the earth. 

 

We have been through a roller coaster of a year not just here in the UK but 

internationally. As we wait for life to have a sense of normality again we might be 

wishing for things to return to the way they were before, wanting to pick back up 
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where we left off. It seems to me that this was the experience of the apostles, they 

wanted Jesus back immediately and wanted the kingdom of Israel to be 

established with its liberation from Roman rule. The mission that Jesus has for 

them though is different to their own vision and the resurrection and ascension 

change all of that. With the anointing of God upon them the apostles are equipped 

for the mission that once seemed impossible to them. As we consider gathering 

again we will all have different emotions and feelings because our world has been 

turned upside-down over the last year or more. It can be scary to look forward 

especially as this last year will have impacted us all differently and yet this is 

exactly what we must do, look forwards not backwards. There is a reason why the 

rear view mirror is a lot smaller in the cars we drive than the windscreen in front of 

us, and that is because our focus must be on what lies ahead. 

 

As we look forward into the future we might feel like our cup is empty or that the 

river of our life is dry. I believe God wants us to know that when he look to him, 

when we open our hearts and lives to him, that he will turn our dryness into 

everlasting springs. If we look to the future and find that it looks bleak, let us turn 

our eyes to the one who can fill us afresh with His Spirit, for with God there is the 

promise of both His presence and power. 

 

The testimony of the apostles should encourage us that what lies ahead is not 

mission impossible, but mission possible as we receive power from on high to 

equip us for the task ahead. Friends, I am excited about the future God has in store 

for us as we journey together with Christ leading us. I am excited because we go 

not alone, but with the power of God to empower us to live authentic lives for him 

and to witness for him. Friends, as the first apostles were sent out it was not to go 

alone, but in and through the power of God. 

 

Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, 

according to his power that is at work within us, to him be glory in the church and 

in Christ Jesus, throughout all generations, for ever and ever! Amen 
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Song for Reflection   -   Be Still 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=05APaJIpBx4 

 

Be still, for the presence of the Lord, 

The holy One, is here; 

Come bow before him now 

With reverence and fear 

In him no sin is found 

We stand on holy ground. 

Be still, for the presence of the Lord, 

The holy One, is here. 

 

Be still, for the glory of the Lord 

Is shining all around; 

He burns with holy fire, 

With splendour he is crowned: 

How awesome is the sight 

Our radiant king of light! 

Be still, for the glory of the Lord 

Is shining all around. 

 

Be still, for the power of the Lord 

Is moving in this place: 

He comes to cleanse and heal, 

To minister his grace - 

No work too hard for him. 

In faith receive from him. 

Be still, for the power of the Lord 

Is moving in this place. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=05APaJIpBx4
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Time of Prayer 

Gracious God 

 rejoicing in your blessings, 

 trusting in your loving care for all, 

 we bring you our prayers for the world. 

 

 We pray for the created world:  

for those who rebuild where things have been destroyed;  

for those who fight hunger poverty and disease;  

for those who have power 

to bring change for the better and to renew hope.  

 

Silence  

 

In the life of our world  

Your kingdom come, O Lord,  

Your will be done.  

 

We pray for our country:  

for those in leadership;  

who frame our laws  

and shape our common life;  

who keep the peace  

and administer justice;  

for those who teach  

and those who heal  

for all who serve the community  

 

Silence  

 

In the life of our land  
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Your kingdom come, O Lord,  

Your will be done.  

 

We pray for people in need:  

those for whom life is a bitter struggle;  

those whose lives are clouded  

by death or loss,  

by pain or disability,  

by discouragement or fear,  

by shame or rejection.  

 

Silence  

 

In the lives of those in need  

Your kingdom come, O Lord,  

Your will be done. 

 

We pray for those  

in the circle of friendship and love around us:  

children and parents;  

sisters and brothers;  

friends and neighbours;  

and for those especially in our thoughts today …  

 

Silence  

 

In the lives of those we love,  

your kingdom come, O Lord,  

your will be done.  

 

We pray for the church  
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in its stand with the poor,  

in its love for the outcast and the ashamed,  

in its service to the sick and the neglected,  

in its proclamation of the Gospel,  

in this land and in this place.  

 

Silence 

 

In the life of your church,  

your kingdom come, O Lord,  

your will be done.  

 

Eternal God:  

hear these our prayers,  

the spoken and the silent,  

through Jesus Christ our Lord,  

to whom with you and the Holy Spirit,  

be all praise and glory for ever. 

Amen 

 

Closing Song   -   Oceans 

(247) Oceans - YouTube 

 

You call me out upon the waters 

The great unknown 

Where feet may fail 

And there I find You in the mystery 

In oceans deep 

My faith will stand 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FK7pyP1C9K4&list=PLQF2b8C5cery-M2tO3LFFex2XWAoeJwsz&index=85
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And I will call upon Your name 

And keep my eyes above the waves 

When oceans rise 

My soul will rest in Your embrace 

For I am Yours 

You are mine 

 

Your grace abounds in deepest waters 

Your sovereign hand 

Will be my guide 

Where feet may fail and fear surrounds me 

You've never failed 

And You won't start now 

 

And I will call upon Your name 

And keep my eyes above the waves 

When oceans rise 

My soul will rest in Your embrace 

For I am Yours 

And You are mine 

 

Spirit lead me where my trust is without borders 

Let me walk upon the waters 

Wherever You would call me 

Take me deeper than my feet could ever wander 

And my faith will be made stronger 

In the presence of my Saviour 

repeat 

 

And I will call upon Your name 

And keep my eyes above the waves 
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When oceans rise 

My soul will rest in Your embrace 

For I am Yours 

And You are mine 

 

Closing Words, 

Go forth into the world in peace:  

be of good courage;  

hold fast that which is good;  

render to no one evil for evil;  

strengthen the faint-hearted;  

support the weak;  

help the afflicted;  

honour all people;  

love and serve the Lord  

rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit 
 


