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Sunday 2nd May 2021 

10.30am  

‘Church at Home’  

 

Personal Update… 

I wanted to update you all on how I am feeling and thank you all for your prayers 

and support during the last few months. As you will know since mid-January I have 

been struggling with fatigue and breathing difficulties which has been attributed to 

the aftereffects of COVID-19. In the last week I have had to fill in a questionnaire for 

a Long Covid referral and have a chest x-ray booked for Tuesday morning which is 

positive news. 

 

To be honest, this has been a difficult time as the fatigue and breathing difficulties I 

have been struggling with have impacted my personal life and ministry at Hill 

Street. While I am feeling better than I did in Jan/Feb to give you some idea at 

present I can only manage an hour walk at the maximum before my breathing gets 

worse. To put this in context I would have not encountered this even on a whole day 

out walking before now. Even the simplest of tasks are harder with me having to 

plan my day accordingly with rest breaks so that I don’t crash from doing too much.  

 

In this regard I want to say thank you for bearing with me as my capacity to ‘do’ is 

far lower than it has been in the past. I want to encourage you all that if anybody 

needs help or support at any time then please do pick up the phone to somebody as 

we can only help if we know that it is needed. 

 

From my point of view, this time of not being able to do as much has drawn me 

closer to God and made me lean on him as the one who gives strength. Like many 

of you, I am missing the physical community of church and I am looking forward to 

the time when we can meet together again without restrictions. Thank you again 

for your prayers, I pray for you all every day and I know that while life has been 

different this last year, God is close.  
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Time of Quiet 

 

Opening Words   -   Psalm 136 

(If two people are present then split the reading in having one person responding 

to each statement saying, His love endures forever.) 

Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good. 

His love endures forever. 
2 Give thanks to the God of gods. 

His love endures forever. 
3 Give thanks to the Lord of lords: 

His love endures forever. 
4 to him who alone does great wonders, 

His love endures forever. 
5 who by his understanding made the heavens, 

His love endures forever. 
6 who spread out the earth upon the waters, 

His love endures forever. 
7 who made the great lights— 

His love endures forever. 
8 the sun to govern the day, 

His love endures forever. 
9 the moon and stars to govern the night; 

His love endures forever. 

 

Prayers of Praise and Thanksgiving 

Our opening Psalms starts ‘Give Thanks to the Lord…..’ 

Before we sing of His Faithfulness let us Give Thanks with our voices and in our 

hearts, praising Him for his wonderful deeds and everlasting love. 
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Song   -   Faithful One 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4wcC3p_Osko 

 

Faithful one, so unchanging 

Ageless one, you are my rock of peace 

Lord of all I depend on you 

I call out to you, again and again 

I call out to you, again and again 

 

You are my rock in times of trouble 

You lift me up when I fall down 

All through the storm 

Your love is, the anchor 

My hope is in You alone 

 

Bible Reading 

Matthew 28: 16 - 20   (New International Version, NIV) 
16 Then the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain where Jesus had told 

them to go. 17 When they saw him, they worshiped him; but some doubted. 18 Then 

Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given 

to me. 19 Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptising them in the 

name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 and teaching them to 

obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the 

very end of the age.” 

 

Reflection 

I want you to have a listen to these Mission Statements from a few companies for 

a moment: 

 

IKEA: To create a better everyday life for the many people. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4wcC3p_Osko
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Tesla (Electric Cars): To accelerate the world's transition to sustainable energy. 

 

Patagonia (Outdoor Clothing Company): Build the best product, cause no 

unnecessary harm, use business to inspire and implement solutions to the 

environmental crisis. 

 

Do any of you know what our Mission Statement is here at Hill Street? 

 

If you are feeling like you should know this, but you don’t, then please don’t panic. 

You see, we don’t have our own mission statement written down in the same way 

as many companies do. Mission Statements can be a useful tool to help an 

organisation or business to define their reason for existing and its outlook both for 

internal and external audiences, simply put the staff and the consumers. Over time 

goals and objectives can change and therefore Mission Statements can be revised 

to reflect new goals or priorities. 

 

Over the last few weeks we have been focusing on ‘Encounters with the Risen 

Jesus’ and here at the end of Matthews gospel our encounter has a different 

flavour to it. It seems to me that the encounters that we have looked at so far have 

focused on the internal dynamics with Jesus closest disciples. These encounters 

have been about bringing peace, alleviating doubt in the resurrection and lastly the 

restoration of relationship. Now that these internal dynamics with the eleven have 

been dealt with the narrative shifts to a wider group of followers and how they are 

to relate to the world around them from this day forth. 

 

Before delving into exactly what Jesus says I want to focus on the context and what 

might seem an inconsistency that some of you might have picked up on. Regarding 

context, it is likely that our eleven disciples have met with Jesus in Jerusalem and 

have returned to Galilee with a dual focus, to meet with Jesus again and be 

reunited with loved ones. On their return to home turf the familiarity of the water 

calls and seven of our disciples embark on a night-time fishing excursion and 
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encounter Jesus on the shore the following morning. It is here we read of the 

eleven for the first time and not of the twelve which highlights for us the exclusion 

of Judas but also reiterates the restoration of Peter. 

 

While some commentators would like to speculate as to the location of our 

mountain in the narrative, the truth is we do not know where this encounter 

happened in the hills surrounding Galilee. What we do know is that this is the first 

time in Matthews gospel that the disciples encounter the Risen Jesus and their 

response is to worship him. Throughout his life Jesus has been teaching them that 

he is the Son of God and at times they struggled to grasp this completely. As we 

piece together the wider picture using our four gospel narratives, we know that 

the disciples have already encountered the Risen Jesus in Jerusalem and they now 

give him the worship he is due. It is interesting that Matthews final narrative is so 

brief in comparison to the rest of his gospel, but it highlights brightly for us the 

importance of the resurrection and the events surrounding this encounter. 

 

Did any of you notice the apparent inconsistency that I mentioned? Let’s read the 

first few verses again; ‘Then the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain 

where Jesus had told them to go. When they saw him, they worshiped him; but 

some doubted.’ Matthew only mentions eleven disciples here, is he saying that 

some of them doubted? And how many is some? This seems inconsistent with the 

previous phrase where it states they worshipped him. The most plausible of 

interpretations requires us to zoom out for a second and look at the broader 

picture. As the women hear the news of the resurrection (28: 5-8) they are told to 

go and tell the disciples, moments later they encounter Jesus who instructs them; 

‘Go and tell my brothers to go to Galilee; there they will see me.’ The use of 

‘brothers’ here is unexpected and likely indicates a wider group of followers 

beyond the eleven disciples that will encounter the Risen Jesus in Galilee. The 

eleven have been privileged to see Jesus in Jerusalem and their response as they 

encounter the Risen Jesus on the mountain is to worship him. These ‘brothers’ 



 
 

6 
 

whom Jesus says will see him in Galilee have not yet encountered the Risen Jesus 

and as they do, like Thomas doubt creeps in. 

 

On the mountain Jesus gives his followers what we have come to know and accept 

as the ‘Great Commission’, a charge not just to his earliest followers but one that 

echoes through the ages to you and me. I would suggest to you that this the 

Mission Statement of the church, and by this, I mean not just of Hill Street, but the 

worldwide church. These words from the Risen Jesus define the reason that the 

church exists and defines its outlook clearly for both those who are part of the 

church, and outside audiences. While the Mission Statements of various 

businesses and organisations change and evolve over time, the mission of the 

church of Christ does not. The only thing that changes, is that each church in the 

UK and in the wider world is to fulfil this mission in a culturally relevant way in their 

own context. 

 

Friends let me be clear here, this is not a bolt on that each individual and church is 

at liberty to choose, but rather is to be at the centre of who we are as Christians. I 

have had debates with Christians before who do not think that the Great 

Commission applies to them, stating that Evangelism is not their gifting. The 

passage used to back up their thinking is Ephesians 4 where Paul lists certain roles 

including that of the evangelist. This misses the point though, as the Risen Jesus 

does not give this commission to a few of the disciples, but to all of them as they 

meet with him on the mountain top. So, let’s explore this a little together and what 

it means for us specifically at Hill Street. 

 

The Great Commission contains one central command for us which is to ‘make 

disciples’ with further principles surrounding this which are ‘go’, ‘baptise’ and 

‘teach.’ Friends this is about much more than securing peoples salvation. If we 

think for a moment of those disciples that were given this imperative, they would 

have recalled their own experience of being guided and instructed by Jesus, and 

now they are being sent out to do the very same thing. 
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Make Disciples… 

Discipleship was not a new or revolutionary idea that Jesus conceived at the start 

of his ministry. It was common practice for a teacher to have disciples and in that 

regard the student would choose which Rabbi they wanted to follow because you 

believed their interpretation of Scripture was the closest to what God intended. 

When you followed a Rabbi, you were taking up their yoke, incidentally most 

Rabbi’s would have taught the yoke of a well-respected Rabbi who came before 

them. Jesus redefined discipleship as he called individuals to follow him who would 

have been deemed unworthy or not the right kind of people. Being a disciple of 

Jesus was not an academic endeavour like that of the Pharisees, rather Jesus called 

into a relationship with him those that the establishment would have turned away 

and in doing so calls all who will respond to follow him. 

 

As we use the term now, a disciple is simply a follower of Jesus. There is no 

distinction between being a Christian and a disciple. I have heard it taught that a 

Christian is someone who accepts Jesus as their Saviour and that a disciple is a 

more serious Christian who is more active in their faith. Friends, a disciple is simply 

a normal Christian who follows Christ. Some of you will be activists and others 

more contemplative, the fact is we are all different and this is a good thing as we 

all follow Christ in different ways, no one way is better, or more elite than another. 

 

For our first disciples to make more disciples it means they are going to have to do 

something. They each made a conscious decision to follow Jesus for themselves 

and spent time learning about what this means as they have journeyed with Jesus. 

Now the imperative is that they make more of what they are, disciples. It is here 

that the principle to ‘go’ is so important as we would not be here today as 

followers of Jesus if these first disciples simply stayed at home and remained silent. 

For the good news to spread they would have had to ‘go’, talking and sharing with 

others about the person of Jesus. This would have meant going to their places of 

work, to family, friends and the places where they spent time and talking honestly 
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and openly about the difference that having a relationship with Jesus made in their 

lives. 

 

As we look back at Scripture there are certain individuals like Paul who have a 

calling on their lives to ‘go’ more specifically to far off places, we recognise this 

now as a call to be a missionary. For many of us this is not our calling and that is ok. 

While we know that the scope of making disciples is not to be limited to one town 

or nation, we find that most disciples are deployed to the mission field on their 

own doorstep. Many years ago, I remember a preacher saying that all churches 

needed to have a sign above any exit to the building that said, ‘You are now 

entering your mission field.’ It has remained with me because it is a powerful 

image, our mission field is where we live, where we work and where we play. 

Simply put the biggest mission tool we have as a church to share the gospel of 

Jesus Christ with our community is not me as your minister, but you. Friends, The 

Kingdom of God grows best organically through relationships. 

 

You may not see yourself as an evangelist, but let me ask you this, how did you 

come to faith? Whenever I have asked this question in churches a high percentage 

of people have come to faith because of either a person, or people in their lives. It 

is because of disciples who live authentic lives and share Jesus with those whom 

they know that individuals will come to faith in Jesus. Let me ask you this, if you 

were to sit in the big black chair on Mastermind what would your chosen topic of 

interest be? Gardening, a TV programme or film, a sports club or an event in 

history? For me it would be VW campervans, I can talk all day about vans. Here’s 

the challenge though, can we share about Jesus as passionately as our chosen 

topic? Can we share openly and honestly about all he has done in our lives? Do we 

know the big story of Scripture so that we can share it without religious language 

so that it is both understandable and meaningful? 

 

Baptising them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
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One of the joys of ministry is witnessing disciples share their faith in Christ. When 

Jesus is shared something amazing happens, individuals give their lives to follow 

him. Our first disciples are instructed by Jesus to make disciples and to then 

Baptise them. As a person responds to the invitation to believe in Jesus it marks 

the start of their life as a disciple. It is in baptism that a new disciple gives a public 

declaration that they are committing their lives to follow Jesus. 

 

I recognise that talking abut Baptism can be difficult as everybody has different 

journeys. When I talk about Baptism, I want to assert that what I am referring to is 

not infant baptism whereby water is sprinkled over the head of a child. What I am 

talking about is ‘Believers Baptism’, or another way of putting it is the ‘Baptism of 

Disciples.’ What I am sharing is my understanding within the Baptist tradition of 

what Baptism means, and I say this as someone who has been christened/baptised 

as a baby (through the sprinkling of water), confirmed in the Church of England as 

a teenager and Baptised by full immersion as an adult. 

 

I have been asked over the years, ‘is Baptism actually necessary?’ This is often a 

loaded question as there is a back story to the question. My response is usually the 

same, necessary for what? If we are talking about Salvation then the answer is no, 

Jesus himself asserts that he is the way, the truth, and the life and that no one can 

come to the Father except through him. It is by grace we are saved through faith 

and we become a disciple that moment we accept the invitation of Jesus to follow 

him. So, what about Baptism then? Is it really necessary? As I reflect upon 

Scripture, I would say it is both foundational and commanded. Baptism has often 

been held as a special thing, something that can only be done when a certain level 

of knowledge has been attained or when one is ‘good enough’ as a Christian. Being 

honest, if we waited until we were good enough then I know for one I would be 

exempt from Baptism! I want to assert that Baptism is an outward sign of an 

inward reality and is meant to mark the start of one’s journey and not the end. In 

that regard Baptism closely follows repentance and faith and it is what happens 

next, rather than prior to, that is of the upmost importance. 
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And teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. 

Have any of you ever watched ‘A Question of Sport’? It’s a sporting quiz show and 

one of the rounds is ‘what happened next’ where a video clip is shown which stops 

midway through the action with the team having to guess what happens next. If 

we were to hit the pause button after Baptism and ask that question (what 

happens next?) I suspect I would receive differing answers. The reason for this is 

that there has not always been consistency in what happens next. If we look at the 

final principle in the Great Commission it is teaching, which indicates the process 

by which we as disciples are continually transformed. 

 

Discipleship is the process by which a disciple learns from a teacher and is open to 

his or her instruction and formation. As disciples we are followers of one teacher, 

Jesus Christ, and our aim is that we are continually formed into his image. This is 

done through the community of the church, the body of Christ, that we commit 

ourselves to as His disciples. It is in this community that we are to be committed 

and engaged with each other whereby we learn the things of God together. While 

teaching is a gift it is not just the role of one person or church leaders, but it is 

meant to be a communal event where we learn from each other. In this regard 

teaching is to first focus on the central elements of the Christian faith with the 

emphasis not simply in growing knowledge but conforming to the teachings of 

Jesus. In one sense, the conclusion of Matthews gospel invites us to once again 

return to the start so that we can continually learn from the person of Jesus Christ. 

 

One of the unique aspects of Christian discipleship is that it is a lifelong project. 

While we might finish learning in some areas of life when we retire, this is not to 

be the case as a disciple of Jesus. During the last year I have had a question 

knocking around inside my head that I want to share with you. Before I do that, I 

want to say that I don’t have all the answers. 

 

How do I make sure I am constantly learning as a follower of Jesus? 
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As I mentioned earlier, we are all different and I praise God for that. Over the last 

year this question has become more and more prominent in my mind, in part, due 

to the fragmented nature of the last year and the lack of physical community. As I 

have reflected on the answer to this question for me personally it has led to 

changes in my life. Why? Because I have felt challenged that to learn I must be 

willing to be taught by Jesus which has led to changes both in my discipline of 

reading Scripture and books. 

 

During this last year though this question has morphed into one not just for me 

personally, but for us as a community of believers. ‘How can we support each 

other to both learn about Jesus and share him with our community?’ 

 

As we continue to consider how and when we physically gather again it seems to 

me that this question is an important one and it strikes to the very heart of the 

Mission Statement we have as a church from the lips of the Risen Jesus. 

 

‘Go and make disciples of all nations, baptising them in the name of the Father and 

of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have 

commanded you.’ 

 

How can we support each other in sharing about Jesus; making disciples? 

How can we support each other to learn more about all that Jesus has taught us to 

obey? 

 

As we gather again it seems to me that these questions must continue to frame 

our life together as a church. If one answer is present without the other question 

being answered then the church will simply die. I am encouraged though and I am 

excited about the future, our future together at Hill Street. Why? Well as those 

first disciples are commissioned, they are not sent out alone but with the promise 

that Jesus will walk with them. This wonderful promise of Jesus’ continual presence 
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invites us to be part of the story as we proclaim the good news of the Kingdom of 

God. 

 

“And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.” 

 

Song for Reflection   -   I Will Offer Up My Life 

https://vimeo.com/493763657 

 

I will offer up my life in spirit and truth 

Pouring out the oil of love, as my worship to you 

In surrender I must give my every part 

Lord, receive this sacrifice of a broken heart 

 

Jesus, what can I give, what can I bring 

To so faithful a Friend, to so loving a King? 

Saviour, what can be said, what can be sung 

As a praise of Your name for the things You have done? 

Oh, my words could not tell, not even in part 

Of the debt of love that is owed by this thankful heart 

 

You deserve my every breath, for You've paid the great cost 

Giving up your life to death, even death on the cross 

You took all my shame away, there defeated my sin 

Open up the gates of heaven and have beckoned me in 

 

Jesus, what can I give, what can I bring 

To so faithful a Friend, to so loving a King? 

Saviour, what can be said, what can be sung 

As a praise of Your name for the things You have done? 

Oh, my words could not tell, not even in part 

Of the debt of love that is owed by this thankful heart 

https://vimeo.com/493763657
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Questions to Consider during the Week 

How can I offer God the ‘every part’ of my life? 

How can I put into words what Jesus means to me so that I can share the gospel 

effectively? 

 

Think about how the gospel has been shared with you, spend a moment 

considering all the people you have connections with, pray that God would give 

you the courage to share when opportunities arise. 

 

Time of Open Prayer 

These prayers may include some or all of the following: 

Prayers for ourselves (perhaps in the light of the theme of the service). 

Prayers for our fellowship (maybe naming those in special need where this is 

appropriate), and for neighbouring churches. 

Prayers for the local community of the church, especially areas of tension or joy, or 

where national issues come to some sort of focus. 

Prayers for our country, perhaps picking up on items from the news in the week. 

Prayer for the world: perhaps this may include prayers for BMS or similar agencies. 

 

Closing Song   -   Everyone Needs Compassion 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7ZFRy3HZ0wQ&list=PLQF2b8C5cery-

M2tO3LFFex2XWAoeJwsz&index=1 

 

Everyone needs compassion 

A love that's never failing 

Let mercy fall on me 

Everyone needs forgiveness 

The kindness of a Saviour 

The hope of nations 

 

Saviour, he can move the mountains 

My God is mighty to save 

He is mighty to save 

Forever author of Salvation 

He rose and conquered the grave 

Jesus conquered the grave 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7ZFRy3HZ0wQ&list=PLQF2b8C5cery-M2tO3LFFex2XWAoeJwsz&index=1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7ZFRy3HZ0wQ&list=PLQF2b8C5cery-M2tO3LFFex2XWAoeJwsz&index=1
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So take me as you find me 

All my fears and failures 

Fill my life again 

I give my life to follow 

Everything I believe in 

Now I surrender 

 

Saviour, he can move the mountains 

My God is mighty to save 

He is mighty to save 

Forever author of Salvation 

He rose and conquered the grave 

Jesus conquered the grave 

 

Shine your light and let the whole 

world see 

We're singing 

For the glory of the risen King, Jesus 

Shine your light and let the whole 

world see 

We're singing 

For the glory of the risen King 

 

Saviour, he can move the mountains 

My God is mighty to save 

He is mighty to save 

Forever author of Salvation 

He rose and conquered the grave 

Jesus conquered the grave 

repeat 

 

Closing Words, 

Now may the Spirit of God, 

who brooded over the waters 

and brought order out of chaos, 

find a home in our hearts 

and settle our minds as we sleep 

that tomorrow we may wake 

and live to God’s glory. 

 

 


