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Sunday 16th May 2021 

10.30am  

‘Church at Home’  

 

Baptist Assembly 2021 

As you may well be aware this Sunday is the first time that Baptist Assembly has 

gone online. Therefore those who are able to gather on Zoom or have internet 

access to watch the YouTube stream will be joining with the Baptist Assembly 

Sunday Worship this morning. 

We recognise that not everybody will be able to do this and therefore this mornings 

reflection will be based around the vision that Lynn Green (The General Secretary of 

Baptist Together) outlined in 2015 of ‘Growing Healthy Churches in Relationship for 

God’s Mission.’ 

 

Opening Words   -   Psalm 89: 1-2 

I will sing of the LORD’s great love forever; 

    with my mouth I will make your faithfulness known 

    through all generations. 
2 I will declare that your love stands firm forever, 

    that you have established your faithfulness in heaven itself. 

 

Opening Prayer 

Lord Jesus Christ, you declared yourself 

the way, the truth, and the life. 

Reveal to us your truth, and inspire us with your life, 

that now and at all times 

we may find in you the way to the Father. 

Amen 
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Hymn   -   Great is Thy Faithfulness 

Great is thy faithfulness | Evangelical Movement of Wales (emw.org.uk) 

 

Great is Thy faithfulness, O God my Father 

There is no shadow of turning with Thee 

Thou changest not, Thy compassions, they fail not 

As Thou hast been Thou forever wilt be 

 

Great is Thy faithfulness, 

Great is Thy faithfulness 

Morning by morning new mercies I see 

All I have needed Thy hand hath provided 

Great is Thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me 

 

Summer and winter, and springtime and harvest 

Sun, moon and stars in their courses above 

Join with all nature in manifold witness 

To Thy great faithfulness, mercy and love 

 

Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth 

Thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide 

Strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow 

Blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside 

 

Reflection 

This morning is Baptist Assembly so I want to focus on 

the vision of Baptists Together and you may or may not 

be aware that Hill Street is a member church. Baptists 

together vision can be summed up as: 

‘Growing Healthy Churches in Relationship for God’s 

Mission’ 

https://www.emw.org.uk/2020/06/great-is-thy-faithfulness/
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While we are independent as Baptist Churches, we are also in relationship with 

each other. This is expressed in a number of ways; on a national scale this is in our 

relationship to Baptists Together. In fact, the term 'Baptists Together' is used to 

describe the movement of nearly 2000 independent local churches, who are 

supported by staff in 13 regional associations, five colleges and three specialist 

teams based in Didcot, Oxfordshire. We also have a relationship with our Regional 

Association, for us this is the East Midland Baptist Association. Some of you will 

remember various Regional Ministers who have supported us as a church both 

prior to, and during my ministry here. As church members we might not always see 

the fruit of these relationships however they are extremely important to us as a 

church and offer us a great deal, especially with regards to support and expertise. 

 

I want to briefly focus this morning on the first part of this vision and ask you to 

spend time reflecting on ‘Growing Healthy Churches’. The words growing and 

healthy will not be unfamiliar to us but I want to focus for a moment on what they 

mean in this context and in relation to churches. 

 

The normal understanding of growing or of growth in connection with churches is 

that of a numerical increase in people. However, in this phrase growing is not 

about numerical growth but rather describes the task of nurturing the life of the 

church like one would grow a healthy rose bush. 

 

When it comes to the words health and healthy we must be honest about the fact 

that in our culture there is an unhealthy attitude to health. In that regard health is 

seen as a right that should be ours and is often thought of in terms of freedom 

from pain. To use this line of thinking to be healthy is to be fit, to look good, to be 

free from disease and illness. When talking about healthy churches we are not 

focusing on how good a church looks, or how free from tension it is. Rather a 

healthy church is one that is understood through the concept of salvation and 

wholeness. It is here that I find Robert Warrens definition helpful as he writes that; 

“A healthy church is one that has been touched and energised by the presence of 
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God so that it reflects something of the good news of the wholeness made possible 

through the knowledge of God as revealed in Christ, by the Holy Spirit.” 

 

In order to be growing as a healthy church, we are challenged to commit ourselves 

to intentionally develop a culture where the following five values are upheld both 

on a local and national level. In other words, to commit to this both in our own 

individual churches and in our relationship with Baptists Together: 

 

Seek to be a movement of Spirit led Communities 

Feel like One Team 

Embrace Adventure 

Inspire Others 

Share a Hunger for God’s Coming Kingdom 

 

What follows is a brief outline of these five values with quotes from Lynn Green, a 

bible verse and then a brief thought from me and a question to consider. 

 

Seek to be a movement of Spirit led Communities: 

As those who have encountered the living Christ, to intentionally seek his will and 

purpose for our local churches and every expression of our shared life. 

Quote from the video…. "with Christ at the centre – attentive to the Lord and 

obedient to His call". 

 

Bible Reading   -   Galatians 5: 22-25 

But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, forbearance, kindness, goodness, 

faithfulness, 23 gentleness and self-control. Against such things there is no 

law. 24 Those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions 

and desires. 25 Since we live by the Spirit, let us keep in step with the Spirit. 

 

A brief thought from Simon….. 

Since we live by the Spirit, let us keep in step with the Spirit. 



 
 

5 
 

What does it mean to be a Spirit led community? Perhaps at its simplest it means 

having the courage to actively walk with God by our side and leading the direction 

that we take. If I think about this in the context of a days walk it helps me as I know 

that if I go for a walk on my own in the Peak District I need to rely on my own map 

reading and navigation to follow the route I have planned. If you have ever gone 

on a walk with another person who is map reading, you don’t just go off on your 

own because you don’t like the way they are leading or want to go a different way, 

rather you have to put your trust in them as you walk together. Walking in step 

with the Spirit of God is the same, in order to intentionally seek the will of God, we 

have to walk with him alongside us, listening intently to him and his will, rather 

than forging a route ahead on our own. 

 

How can we at Hill Street intentionally seek his will and purpose for our church and 

every expression of our shared life? 

 

Feel Like One Team: 

Celebrating diversity; valuing, respecting and trusting each other as we work 

together in partnerships - making sure everyone feels included and listened to. 

Quote from the video…. as our forebears said, “To walk together and watch over 

each other”. 

 

Bible Reading   -   1 Corinthians 12: 24b - 27 

But God has put the body together, giving greater honour to the parts that lacked 

it, 25 so that there should be no division in the body, but that its parts should have 

equal concern for each other. 26 If one part suffers, every part suffers with it; if one 

part is honoured, every part rejoices with it. 
27 Now you are the body of Christ, and each one of you is a part of it. 

 

A brief thought from Simon….. 

Have you ever had the experience of someone standing over you and looking 

down at you? Whether as a child or an adult when someone does this it can make 
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you feel small or insignificant. One of the things that is meant to mark out the 

Christian Community is a radical inclusion that welcomes and accepts all no matter 

what. This is challenging as often this means associating with people that we would 

not normally choose to. Yet this is one of the amazing things about God, he isn’t 

the God of one type of person, but the God of all. 

 

How can we make sure everyone is included and listened too regardless of age, 

race, gender and background? 

 

Embrace Adventure: 

Being serious about discipleship, willing to take risks, pioneer and move out of the 

comfort zone of familiar ways of doing things. 

Quote from the video…. We recognise we have a tendency to be cautious and 

sometimes play it safe. But we want to learn more about taking risks and having 

the humility to fail well. We want to pioneer and move beyond our comfort zones in 

order to engage with people who are spiritually hungry. 

Quote from William Carey “Expect great things from God. Attempt great things for 

God.” 

 

Bible Reading   -   Joshua 1: 9 

Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid; do not 

be discouraged, for the LORD your God will be with you wherever you go.” 

 

A brief thought from Simon….. 

At Hill Street Joshua 1 has been important passage of Scripture for us and one that 

certainly guided us at the start of my ministry here. It seems to me that it speaks to 

us again now as we plan to gather again and we look to the future. The fact is none 

of us know what the future holds and that can be scary at times. There are 

moments when we look ahead and things seem impossible, the fact is moving 

beyond our comfort zone is not easy and yet we have a God who urges us not to 
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be discouraged. Why? Because it is in these moments that we have to realise that 

we do not go into the future alone, but with God beside us, walking with us. 

 

What is worrying you about the future? Pray that you will not be discouraged and 

that you will know God’s presence with you. 

 

Inspire Others: 

With a generosity of spirit, to energise and motivate people to be all that God 

created them to be. 

Quote from the video…. speaking well of each other, blessing one another and 

encouraging each other. That whenever anyone comes across a Baptist or a Baptist 

church they leave that encounter inspired to be what God created them to be. 

 

Bible Reading   -   Ephesians 5: 1-2 

Follow God’s example, therefore, as dearly loved children 2 and walk in the way of 

love, just as Christ loved us and gave himself up for us as a fragrant offering and 

sacrifice to God. 

 

A brief thought from Simon….. 

I am sure we have all had moments where someone has said something to us that 

has left us feeling sad or discouraged. Here’s the challenge, as followers of Jesus 

we are not called to be those that criticise or discourage. Instead we are to be 

people, communities of disciples who both encourage and inspire others. I don’t 

know about you, but that is the kind of community that excites me. 

 

How can I encourage and inspire others today, this week, this year? 

 

Share a Hunger for God’s Coming Kingdom: 

Nurturing a “holy discontent” that arises from our desire to give practical 

expression to our vision of God’s purpose for creation - confronting evil, injustice 
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and hypocrisy and challenging worldly attitudes to power, wealth, status and 

security both within and beyond our Union. 

Quote from the video….in the way that we are and in the things that we do – 

challenging evil and injustice and the structures of wealth and power both within 

and beyond Baptists Together. 

 

Bible Reading   -   Matthew 6: 9-10 

“This, then, is how you should pray: 

“‘Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 
10 your kingdom come, 

your will be done, 

    on earth as it is in heaven. 

 

A brief thought from Simon….. 

These are powerful words to pray, ‘your kingdom come, your will be done.’ Why 

are they so powerful? Well in praying them we are asking God to do something; we 

are asking that his Kingdom and will come about on earth. This is both a powerful 

and dangerous prayer because if our own desires; our own will, do not line up with 

the coming kingdom and Gods will, we will have to set them aside. This is not 

always easy to do, and yet this is a prayer we pray regularly both in our own lives 

and as a church. 

 

How can we foster a desire to give practical expression to our vision of God’s 

purpose for creation? 

 

Song Lyrics for Reflection   -   From Heaven You Came 

(180) From Heaven you came helpless babe - YouTube 

From heaven you came helpless babe 

Entered our world, your glory veiled 

Not to be served but to serve 

And give Your life that we might live 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?app=desktop&v=phCJKUpgJJA
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This is our God, The Servant King 

He calls us now to follow Him 

To bring our lives as a daily offering 

Of worship to The Servant King 

 

There in the garden of tears 

My heavy load he chose to bear 

His heart with sorrow was torn 

'Yet not My will but Yours, ' He said 

 

Chorus 

 

Come see His hands and His feet 

The scars that speak of sacrifice 

Hands that flung stars into space 

To cruel nails surrendered 

 

Chorus 

 

So let us learn how to serve, 

And in our lives enthrone him; 

Each other's needs to prefer, 

For it is Christ we're serving. 

 

Chorus 

 

Prayers of Intercession 

As we come to God in prayer we will be using 

Psalm 23: 1-4 as our focus 

 

The Lord is my shepherd, I lack nothing. 

 

Praise God that he is our shepherd, that he tends and leads us, 

Praise him that he provides for our every need. 

 

He makes me lie down in green pastures, 

he leads me beside quiet waters, he refreshes my soul. 
 

Thank God that when we come to him he gives us rest, 

Thank him that when we turn to him he listens. 

Thank him that he leads us in a place of peace. 

Thank him that he provides refreshment when we are weary. 
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He guides me along the right paths for his name’s sake. 

 

Ask God to show us the right paths, 

Ask him to give us the courage to step out for him. 

Ask him to lead us on the right way. 
 

 Even though I walk through the darkest valley, 

 

Bring your fears and worries to God 

Bring to him all that is troubling your mind and your soul 

Bring to him those who are on your hearts at this time, friends and family who 

might be struggling. 

 

I will fear no evil, for you are with me; 

your rod and your staff, they comfort me. 

 

Praise God that we have no need to be fearful. 

Praise him for his unending provision 

Praise him for his comfort in our lives. 

 

Declaration of Intent   -   Say Together 

We, as individuals who are part of the church family at Hill Street Baptist Church 

A member church of Baptist Together, 

commit ourselves to being a movement led by the Spirit of God: 

  

We will seek God’s will and purpose; 

  

Celebrating diversity, 

    We will value trust and respect one another in Christ; 
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Being serious about discipleship, 

    We will embrace adventure 

    And risk-taking faith in our faithful God; 

  

Following the Servant King, 

    We will be generous of spirit, 

    Encouraging and inspiring one another, 

    To be all that God created us to be; 

  

Seeking God’s Kingdom, 

    We will hunger and thirst after his righteousness, 

    Confronting evil and praying for the grace 

    To live the life of God’s coming Kingdom now. 

  

These are our hopes and these are our clear intentions 

Come, Lord Jesus 

Come save your people 

That we might live and proclaim 

Good news for all your world. Amen 

 

Closing Song   -   When I Survey 

(91) When I Survey - YouTube 

 

When I survey the wondrous cross 

On which the Prince of glory died, 

My richest gain I count but loss, 

And pour contempt on all my pride. 

 

Forbid it, Lord, that I should boast, 

Save in the death of Christ my God! 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BHMd6dLN3b0&list=PLT81VdMv8Wk9moNf-ZNZjA2CdvjMQ4m-1&index=27


 
 

12 
 

All the vain things that charm me most, 

I sacrifice them to His blood. 

 

See from His head, His hands, His feet, 

Sorrow and love flow mingled down! 

Did e’er such love and sorrow meet, 

Or thorns compose so rich a crown? 

 

His dying crimson like a robe 

Spreads o’er His body on the tree 

Then I am dead to all the globe, 

And all the globe is dead to me. 

 

Were the whole realm of nature mine, 

That were an offering far too small; 

Love so amazing, so divine, 

Demands my soul, my life, my all. 

 

Closing Blessing 

To thy name, Lord Jesus, help me 

to bow the knee 

and all its worshipping 

to bow the head 

and all its thinking 

to bow the will 

and all its choosing 

to bow the heart 

and all its loving. 

Amen 

 


