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Sunday 25th April 2021 

10.30am  

‘Church at Home’  

 

Time of Quiet 

Be still and silent, 

In the silence encounter Gods presence, 

Thank and Praise him that we are never alone, 

His Spirit is in and around us, upholding and strengthening us. 

 

Opening Words   -   Psalm 100 

Shout for joy to the Lord, all the earth. 

Worship the Lord with gladness; 

    come before him with joyful songs. 

Know that the Lord is God. 

    It is he who made us, and we are his;[a] 

    we are his people, the sheep of his pasture. 

Enter his gates with thanksgiving 

    and his courts with praise; 

    give thanks to him and praise his name. 
 For the Lord is good and his love endures for ever; 

    his faithfulness continues through all generations. 

 

 

Hymn   -   Great is Thy Faithfulness 

(220) Great is Thy faithfulness - YouTube 

 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=psalm+100&version=NIVUK#fen-NIVUK-15512a
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bjTLsUAtaDM&list=PLQF2b8C5cery-M2tO3LFFex2XWAoeJwsz&index=28
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Great is Thy faithfulness, O God my Father 

There is no shadow of turning with Thee 

Thou changest not, Thy compassions they fail not 

As Thou hast been Thou forever wilt be 

 

Great is Thy faithfulness, great is Thy faithfulness 

Morning by morning new mercies I see 

All I have needed Thy hand hath provided 

Great is Thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me 

 

Summer and winter, springtime and harvest 

Sun, moon and stars in their courses above 

Join with all nature in manifold witness 

To Thy great faithfulness, mercy and love 

 

Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth 

Thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide 

Strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow 

Blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside 

 

Bible Readings 

Luke 5: 1 - 11   (New Living Translation, NLT) 

One day as Jesus was preaching on the shore of the Sea of Galilee, [a] great crowds 

pressed in on him to listen to the word of God. 2 He noticed two empty boats at 

the water’s edge, for the fishermen had left them and were washing their 

nets. 3 Stepping into one of the boats, Jesus asked Simon, its owner, to push it out 

into the water. So he sat in the boat and taught the crowds from there. 
4 When he had finished speaking, he said to Simon, “Now go out where it is deeper, 

and let down your nets to catch some fish.” 
5 “Master,” Simon replied, “we worked hard all last night and didn’t catch a thing. 

But if you say so, I’ll let the nets down again.” 6 And this time their nets were so full 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=luke+5&version=NLT#fen-NLT-25077a
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of fish they began to tear! 7 A shout for help brought their partners in the other 

boat, and soon both boats were filled with fish and on the verge of sinking. 
8 When Simon Peter realized what had happened, he fell to his knees before Jesus 

and said, “Oh, Lord, please leave me—I’m such a sinful man.” 9 For he was 

awestruck by the number of fish they had caught, as were the others with 

him. 10 His partners, James and John, the sons of Zebedee, were also amazed. 

Jesus replied to Simon, “Don’t be afraid! From now on you’ll be fishing for 

people!” 11 And as soon as they landed, they left everything and followed Jesus. 

 

John 21: 1 - 19   (New Living Translation, NLT) 

Later, Jesus appeared again to the disciples beside the Sea of Galilee. This is how it 

happened. 2 Several of the disciples were there—Simon Peter, Thomas (nicknamed 

the Twin) Nathanael from Cana in Galilee, the sons of Zebedee, and two other 

disciples. 
3 Simon Peter said, “I’m going fishing.” 

“We’ll come, too,” they all said. So they went out in the boat, but they caught 

nothing all night. 
4 At dawn Jesus was standing on the beach, but the disciples couldn’t see who he 

was. 5 He called out, “Fellows, have you caught any fish?” 

“No,” they replied. 
6 Then he said, “Throw out your net on the right-hand side of the boat, and you’ll 

get some!” So they did, and they couldn’t haul in the net because there were so 

many fish in it. 
7 Then the disciple Jesus loved said to Peter, “It’s the Lord!” When Simon Peter 

heard that it was the Lord, he put on his tunic (for he had stripped for work), 

jumped into the water, and headed to shore. 8 The others stayed with the boat and 

pulled the loaded net to the shore, for they were only about a hundred 

yards[d] from shore. 9 When they got there, they found breakfast waiting for 

them—fish cooking over a charcoal fire, and some bread. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+21&version=NLT#fen-NLT-26872d
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10 “Bring some of the fish you’ve just caught,” Jesus said. 11 So Simon Peter went 

aboard and dragged the net to the shore. There were 153 large fish, and yet the 

net hadn’t torn. 
12 “Now come and have some breakfast!” Jesus said. None of the disciples dared to 

ask him, “Who are you?” They knew it was the Lord. 13 Then Jesus served them the 

bread and the fish. 14 This was the third time Jesus had appeared to his disciples 

since he had been raised from the dead. 
15 After breakfast Jesus asked Simon Peter, “Simon son of John, do you love me 

more than these?” 

“Yes, Lord,” Peter replied, “you know I love you.” 

“Then feed my lambs,” Jesus told him. 
16 Jesus repeated the question: “Simon son of John, do you love me?” 

“Yes, Lord,” Peter said, “you know I love you.” 

“Then take care of my sheep,” Jesus said. 
17 A third time he asked him, “Simon son of John, do you love me?” 

Peter was hurt that Jesus asked the question a third time. He said, “Lord, you know 

everything. You know that I love you.” 

Jesus said, “Then feed my sheep. 
18 “I tell you the truth, when you were young, you were able to do as you liked; you 

dressed yourself and went wherever you wanted to go. But when you are old, you 

will stretch out your hands, and others will dress you and take you where you don’t 

want to go.” 19 Jesus said this to let him know by what kind of death he would 

glorify God. Then Jesus told him, “Follow me.” 

 

Reflection 

Have you ever considered how events of the past can impact both the present and 

future? It is something I have often thought about but have also lived and 

experienced. Let me explain a little bit with a short story. 

 

I had a friend who learnt to swim much later in life than many of us do. He was the 

kind of person that loved the beach, a sun seeker who enjoyed nothing more than 
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relaxing by the pool. That’s as far as it went though as he couldn’t swim, until one 

day he made the conscious decision that he wanted to learn. For those that knew 

him well this was a big step, he had nearly drowned as a child which meant that 

this decision brought with it anxiety, doubt and fear. Over the months that 

followed he did indeed learn to swim; this was a journey not just about 

overcoming the fear but battling with an event in his past that had impacted his 

life for over forty years. 

 

While we might not always recognise it, the past can have an impact both on the 

present and the future. The past can impact how we feel and respond in different 

situations both consciously and sub-consciously. You may be able to look back on 

life and pick out certain examples for yourself, some like that of the story I shared 

are more obvious, sometimes the impact can be more subtle. Either way, I want 

you to have this in mind this morning as we continue to explore encounters with 

the Risen Jesus. 

 

While I want to focus on the restoration of Peter by Jesus this morning, it seems to 

me that our preceding verses set the scene for their conversation. We are going to 

be picking up the story at the start of chapter twenty-one as Jesus appears to the 

disciples by the Sea of Galilee. I want us to use our imaginations a little bit this 

morning if we can, I want us to get inside the story and to try and understand how 

Peter might have been feeling as events unfold. You see, there is a back story to 

the events of Peters restoration which span a lifetime, and include the time when 

he first met Jesus on the shore of the Sea of Galilee, to this very day when he 

encounters the Risen Lord. The fact that events unfold in a place of such 

significance should not be lost on us, yet as we focus on just part of the gospel 

narrative, the danger is that we focus on that so intently that we don’t seen the 

bigger picture. 

 

Let’s remind ourselves of the scene on the shore of the Sea of Galilee: 
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Simon Peter, Thomas, Nathaniel from Cana in Galilee, the sons of Zebedee, and two 

other disciples were together. ‘I’m going out to fish,’ Simon Peter told them, and 

they said, ‘We’ll go with you.’ So they went out and got into the boat , but that night 

they caught nothing. (v.2-3) 

 

Here we have seven of our disciples embarking on a night-time fishing excursion 

on the Sea of Galilee. In that regard there is nothing unusual about this, we know 

for certain that at least five of the disciples were fishermen who left their nets to 

follow Jesus. We might not have picked up on it, but our events have shifted from 

Jerusalem to the Sea of Galilee, some seventy miles to the north. To put that into 

some kind of context that’s like you or I walking nearly all the way to Liverpool and 

stopping a few miles short. This change of location can easily pass us by, but it 

does raise questions; Why the change of location? What made the disciples leave 

Jerusalem? How much time has passed between now and when Jesus last 

appeared? Now we don’t know the answers to all of these questions, but we can 

piece together what might have been happening from what we know of the 

gospels. We have already read over the last few weeks how the disciples met in a 

locked room for fear of the Jewish leaders. It would not be too much of a jump to 

assume that after encountering the Risen Jesus and with the message the women 

brought on the day of the resurrection that they now retreat to the safety of 

home, somewhere that friends and family reside. Not only that, we know that 

some of our disciples left their nets to follow Jesus and perhaps this seems as good 

a time as any to start and make some money again as they return home, and 

perhaps see Jesus again. 

 

Returning home can bring with it different emotions and feelings that can be hard 

to put into words. For those of us who live in a different place to where we grew 

up, we will no doubt have differing experiences when we return home. There 

might be feelings of joy or excitement as the car passes the sign with the town 

name on it, depending on our experiences though there could be also feelings of 

dread or pain that bubble to the surface too. The disciples would have these kinds 
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of memories too, not just of families and friends but their times with Jesus over 

the last few years. For our disciples, their time with Jesus would have been fresh in 

their minds, they left everything to follow him, and I suspect it would have been a 

very intense experience. Now, now they are back where it started on the shore of 

the Sea of Galilee. This was a place that would hold memories for them, it was 

where Jesus called them and they had spent time together, these are not things 

that are forgotten quickly. 

 

As our seven disciples set off that night to fish, I wonder what was going through 

their minds, was there a sense that they were returning to normality? None of us 

know how successful our fishermen were before they met Jesus, but the fact they 

caught nothing that night reminds me of the very first time that some of our 

disciples met Jesus. We read about it in Luke chapter five, Jesus was preaching on 

the shore and as the crowds pressed in, he approaches Simon (Peter) and asks he if 

he can utilise his boat to preach from. After Jesus finishes preaching, he tells this 

hardened fisherman to go into deeper water to let down his nets. Simon (Peter) is 

hesitant having caught nothing the night before but does as Jesus instructs which 

leads to a bumper catch. 

 

While many of you know that I like to talk, I also like to people watch, especially 

when sitting in a coffee shop or pub. I like the background chatter of 

conversations, of belly laughter as friends and family share life together. I am sure 

we have all experienced those times when we have got together with family or 

friends and reminisced about the past. The same stories come to the fore and 

there is a sense of joy as laughter erupts at shared experiences. Of course, the joy 

and laughter of one moment can quickly turn to sadness or lament as a friend or 

family member who has passed is remembered. In that moment a story might be 

shared as someone opens up about what made that person special, and a toast is 

made. 
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I like to think that this is what is happening as the disciples cast out into the open 

waters to fish, that in the doing, fishing, they are also sharing memories of times 

they had with Jesus. If this were the case, there would be lots for them to share 

while they fished. In my imagination we find a group of men who are laughing and 

joking together, one of them might be getting ribbed for how he didn’t fully grasp 

the actions of Jesus as they journeyed with him. Perhaps this is just me, but I can 

see Peter recounting the time Philip questioned how they were going to feed the 

crowd on the shore one day and the miracle that followed. I like to think they were 

belly laughing together at how Philip got it so wrong. If we look back, they would 

have had so many memories of Jesus that occurred around the Sea of Galilee. One 

of them on the boat that night may have decided to have a dig at Peter, reminding 

him of the time that he got out of the boat to walk to Jesus on the water but 

started to sink. They could have shared so much that night, about Jesus calming 

the storm, his teaching, his company, and how they missed their friend. As the 

morning came, did they recall the catch that happened after Jesus told Simon 

(Peter) to go into the deep water? Wishing that Jesus was with them now with 

their nets empty and their stomachs rumbling after a night on the water. 

 

Friends, there is always a back story to what is happening, both with regards to 

Scripture and our own lives. The past can impact how we feel and respond in 

different situations both consciously and sub-consciously. As Jesus stands on the 

shore and calls out to the disciples on the boat, they don’t recognise him and out 

of desperation, hunger even, they follow his instructions to throw their net out the 

right side of the boat. When they do this, they are unable to haul the net in, such is 

the catch. As one of the disciples recognises that it is Jesus on the shore, we find 

the most impetuous of them, Peter, jumps in the water and makes his way to 

shore. Those left on the boat navigate their way to shore before they can all sit in 

the presence of the Risen Jesus and eat the fish and bread that had been prepared 

for them. After a night on the water, I am sure a hearty breakfast is just what our 

disciples needed. 
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I have often thought of Peter as someone that lives in the moment, who often acts 

on impulse before engaging to think about what he’s actually doing. This day is no 

different as he jumps from the boat to greet Jesus. As he rushes to greet Jesus we 

have to remember that Peter is the one who declared Jesus as the Messiah and 

then denies even knowing him after his arrest. After breakfast we read that Jesus 

turns his attention to Peter and asks; ‘Simon, son of John, do you love me more 

than these?’ I suspect Peter would have had a million and one different emotions 

bubbling to the surface at that very moment. Joy, fear, anxiety, acceptance, love, 

guilt and pain, all present at the same time. He doesn’t know what Jesus is 

expecting from him at this moment but what he does know is about his experience 

of journeying closely with Jesus over the last few years. He knows that despite 

feeling unworthy to even be around Jesus, that he was called to follow him. The 

memories of the highs and lows with Jesus would have been bumbling round in 

Peter’s mind as Jesus questions him. Deep down though, I suspect he knows from 

his time spent with Jesus that his nature is loving and full of grace. Peter must be 

beside himself with guilt because of his denial. Deep down he knows the answer to 

what he is being asked, it’s simple, he loves Jesus. In fact, he always has and always 

will, despite his failures. 

 

Depending on what you read you will find that some authors will want to draw out 

meaning between the different kind of love mentioned the first two times that 

Jesus asks Peter compared to the third. The words are agapao in the first two 

instances and phileo in the third with all Peters responses being phileo. These verbs 

are used so interchangeably both in the New Testament and John’s gospel that it is 

a stretch to attach any theological significance to this. The same can be said of 

three charges to Peter with the first regarding lambs and the last two sheep. 

 

If we were a fly on the wall that day, I suspect we would have found Peter getting 

more and more agitated as Jesus continues to ask him the same question. In being 

asked a third time it no doubt triggers a nerve for Peter as he recalls denying Jesus 

three times which leads him to respond in stronger terms. As Peter converses with 
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the Risen Jesus we clearly see that he is forgiven and is given new responsibilities 

for the future. As Jesus bids Peter once again to ‘Follow’ it is in the very place that 

Jesus first called him to do that very thing. 

 

 

 

 

 

I find this encounter that Peter has with the Risen Jesus to be one of hope and 

encouragement. As I look back on the life of Peter, he made the same mistakes 

more than once. In the gospels we see him trip up, fail at times, and ultimately 

deny that he is a follower of Jesus. I am given hope and encouragement because 

Jesus knew Peter intimately, he knew everything about him, his success as well as 

his failure and still he holds out his hand of love and forgiveness. I am given hope 

and encouragement because Jesus sees in Peter more than he can see for himself. 

Jesus does not hold the past against him, rather he knows the potential that Peter 

has within him. All Jesus wants to know, to hear from his own lips is that Peter 

loves him. As Peter is restored by Jesus it is in the full knowledge of both his denial 

and impetuous nature. Despite his past failings Jesus is once again holding out his 

hand to Peter and offering to save him and in doing so is bidding Peter not to focus 

on the past, but to look forward to the future. 

 

As Peter is restored, I believe he becomes the man that we find in Acts because of 

his past and the experiences he has had. Peter knows both forgiveness and 

restoration and in this regard, his own experiences will speak to others about 

Jesus. I also find hope and encouragement because Jesus not only asks Peter to 

follow him but gives him a special task in caring for His flock now the Shepherd has 

gone. Friends this is challenging in more ways than one. You see, if Jesus is willing 

to forgive Peter and not wave his past mistakes in his face, then this has 

implications for both Peter and his fellow disciples. On the one hand Peter needs 

to recognise and understand that he is forgiven, this means not dwelling on past 
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mistakes and looking forward to where Jesus is leading. In that regard the past is 

left in the past. On the other hand we have our disciples, the challenge here is that 

they support Peter and don’t keep bringing up the past every time he messes up. 

 

Friends, I don’t know every detail of your life, I don’t know all of your story up to 

this point in time, but Jesus does. 

 

I believe that there also lies a challenge here in how we share the good news of 

Jesus in our community. Peter was broken, he had got it wrong and flatly denied 

knowing Jesus. It seems to me that Jesus takes Peter as he is, forgives him and sets 

him on his way. Peter was forgiven, but the past was still the past, and his 

experiences of failure and denial would shape him as a man as he served his 

Saviour in the days, weeks, months, and years that followed. The Risen Jesus could 

have so easily cast Peter aside, but he doesn’t. The same is true of us and all whom 

we encounter. Whatever the past has held Jesus will take us and our experiences 

and use them for his glory. I don’t know the story of your past, but what I do know 

is that nothing is lost with God. As I look at Peter, even our biggest failures can be 

used to shape us into who we are, and be used by God to speak to others about 

who he is. 

 

Song for Reflection   -   Broken Vessels (Amazing Grace) 

(220) Broken Vessels Amazing Grace Live - YouTube 

 

All these pieces, broken and scattered 

In mercy gathered, mended and 

whole 

Empty handed, but not forsaken 

I've been set free, I've been set free 

 

Amazing grace, how sweet the sound 

That saved a wretch like me 

I once was lost but now I am found 

Was blind but now I see 

 

Oh, I can see You now 

Oh, I can see the love in Your eyes 

Laying Yourself down 

Raising up the broken to life 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J3Vjk6zgdPA&list=PLQF2b8C5cery-M2tO3LFFex2XWAoeJwsz&index=48
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You take our failure, You take our 

weakness 

You set Your treasure in jars of clay 

So take this heart, Lord, I'll bе Your 

vessel 

The world to see Your life in me 

 

Amazing grace, how sweet the sound 

That saved a wretch like me 

I once was lost but now I am found 

Was blind but now I see 

 

Oh, I can see You now 

Oh, I can see the love in Your eyes 

Laying Yourself down 

Raising up the broken to life 

 

Amazing grace, how sweet the sound 

That saved a wretch like me 

I once was lost but now I am found 

Was blind but now I see 

repeat 

Prayers of Intercession 

As we come to God in prayer we will be using Psalm 23: 1-4 as our focus 

 

The Lord is my shepherd, I lack nothing. 

 

Praise God that he is our shepherd, that he tends and leads us,  

Praise him that he provides for our every need. 

 

He makes me lie down in green pastures, 

he leads me beside quiet waters, he refreshes my soul. 
 

Thank God that when we come to him he gives us rest, 

Thank him that when we turn to him he listens. 

Thank him that he leads us in a place of peace. 

Thank him that he provides refreshment when we are weary. 

 

He guides me along the right paths for his name’s sake. 

 

Ask God to show us the right paths, 
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Ask him to give us the courage to step out for him. 

Ask him to lead us on the right way. 
 

 Even though I walk through the darkest valley, 

 

Bring your fears and worries to God 

Bring to him all that is troubling your mind and your soul 

Bring to him those who are on your hearts at this time, friends and family who 

might be struggling. 

 

I will fear no evil, for you are with me; 

your rod and your staff, they comfort me. 

 

Praise God that we have no need to be fearful. 

Praise him for his unending provision 

Praise him for his comfort in our lives. 

 

Amen 

 

Closing Song   -   You Never Let Go 

As I listened to the lyrics it’s the kind of song that I could see Peter singing from the 

top of his voice as it speaks of his experience of Jesus 

(220) Even Though I Walk Through The Valley - YouTube

 

Even though I walk through the valley 

of the shadow of death 

Your perfect love is casting out fear 

And even when I'm caught in the 

middle of the storms of this life 

I won't turn back I know you are near 

 

And I will fear no evil 

For my God is with me 

And if my God is with me 

Whom then shall I fear? 

Whom then shall I fear? 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KHbf-dZ1G1I&list=PLQF2b8C5cery-M2tO3LFFex2XWAoeJwsz&index=34
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Oh no, you never let go 

Through the calm and through the 

storm 

Oh no, you never let go 

In every high and every low 

Oh no, you never let go 

Lord, you never let go of me 

 

And I can see a light that is coming for 

the heart that holds on 

A glorious light beyond all compare 

And there will be an end to these 

troubles but until that day comes 

We'll live to know you here on the 

earth 

 

And I will fear no evil 

For my God is with me 

And if my God is with me 

Whom then shall I fear? 

Whom then shall I fear? 

 

Oh no, you never let go 

Through the calm and through the 

storm 

Oh no, you never let go 

In every high and every low 

Oh no, you never let go 

Lord, you never let go of me 

 

Yes I can see a light that is coming for 

the heart that holds on 

And there will be an end to these 

troubles but until that day comes 

Still I will praise you 

Still I will praise you 

repeat 

 

Singing oh no, you never let go 

Through the calm and through the 

storm 

Oh no, you never let go 

In every high and every low 

Oh no, you never let go 

Lord, you never let go of me 

 

Closing Words, 

Say Together 

To thy name, Lord Jesus, help me 

to bow the knee 

and all its worshipping 

to bow the head 

and all its thinking 
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to bow the will 

and all its choosing 

to bow the heart 

and all its loving. 

 

 

Finally 

You are not alone, I am praying for you all daily. 

Remember you can ring or email me at any time 

If you are unwell, or need help and support then please call either myself, Liz, or 

Julia. We are not mind readers and can only offer support if you ask. 

 

God Bless 

Rev. Simon 


