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Sunday 11th April 2021 

10.30am  

‘Church at Home’  

 

Opening Words   -   Psalm 46 

Praise the LORD. 

Praise the LORD, my soul. 
2 I will praise the LORD all my life; 

    I will sing praise to my God as long as I live. 
3 Do not put your trust in princes, 

    in human beings, who cannot save. 
4 When their spirit departs, they return to the ground; 

    on that very day their plans come to nothing. 
5 Blessed are those whose help is the God of Jacob, 

    whose hope is in the LORD their God. 
6 He is the Maker of heaven and earth, 

    the sea, and everything in them— 

    he remains faithful forever. 
7 He upholds the cause of the oppressed 

    and gives food to the hungry. 

The LORD sets prisoners free, 
8     the LORD gives sight to the blind, 

the LORD lifts up those who are bowed down, 

    the LORD loves the righteous. 
9 The LORD watches over the foreigner 

    and sustains the fatherless and the widow, 

    but he frustrates the ways of the wicked. 
10 The LORD reigns forever, 

    your God, O Zion, for all generations. 
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Praise the LORD. 

 

Opening Song   -   Blessed Be Your Name 

Blessed be your name | Evangelical Movement of Wales (emw.org.uk) 

 

Blessed Be Your Name 

In the land that is plentiful, 

Where Your streams of abundance 

flow, 

Blessed be Your name. 

 

Blessed Be Your name 

When I'm found in the desert place, 

Though I walk through the wilderness, 

Blessed Be Your name. 

 

Every blessing You pour out, I'll 

Turn back to praise 

When the darkness closes in, Lord 

Still I will say 

Blessed be the name of the Lord 

Blessed be Your name 

Blessed be the name of the Lord 

Blessed be Your glorious name 

 

Blessed be Your name 

When the sun's shining down on me 

When the world's 'all as it should be' 

Blessed be Your name 

Blessed be Your name 

On the road marked with suffering 

Though there's pain in the offering 

Blessed be Your name 

 

Every blessing You pour out I'll 

Turn back to praise 

When the darkness closes in, Lord 

Still I'll say 

Blessed be the name of the Lord 

Blessed be Your name 

Blessed be the name of the Lord 

Blessed be Your glorious name 

 

You give and take away 

You give and take away 

My heart will choose to say 

Lord blessed be Your name 

repeat 

 

Blessed be the name of the Lord 

Blessed be Your name 

Blessed be the name of the Lord 

Blessed be Your glorious name 

 

Prayer of Adoration   -   Say Together 

Great God beyond all words: 

https://www.emw.org.uk/2020/06/blessed-be-your-name/
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help us to shape our words 

to do you justice. 

 

In you, there is no conflict 

between power and tenderness. 

The birth-pangs of creation 

are the way of your wisdom; 

your love suffers crucifixion 

and is not defeated: 

restoring the world 

to life and hope. 

 

We do not deserve that hope 

which you have prepared for us. 

Measured by your ways, 

we get lost in the paths we choose. 

But you are ready to guide us 

and lead us onwards. 

 

Over-awed by the vastness of the universe, 

perplexed and battered 

by the events of our lives, 

we turn to you and find you 

waiting to meet us 

in the smallness of each day: 

eternity in each present moment. 

 

Great God 

we worship you 

through Jesus 

and your Spirit’s gift. 

Amen 
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Bible Reading 

Luke 24: 36 - 42   (New International Version, NIV) 

While they were still talking about this, Jesus himself stood among them and said 

to them, “Peace be with you.” 
37 They were startled and frightened, thinking they saw a ghost. 38 He said to 

them, “Why are you troubled, and why do doubts rise in your minds? 39 Look at my 

hands and my feet. It is I myself! Touch me and see; a ghost does not have flesh 

and bones, as you see I have.” 
40 When he had said this, he showed them his hands and feet. 41 And while they still 

did not believe it because of joy and amazement, he asked them, “Do you have 

anything here to eat?” 42 They gave him a piece of broiled fish, 43 and he took it and 

ate it in their presence. 

 

John 20: 19 - 23   (New International Version, NIV) 
19 On the evening of that first day of the week, when the disciples were together, 

with the doors locked for fear of the Jewish leaders, Jesus came and stood among 

them and said, “Peace be with you!” 20 After he said this, he showed them his 

hands and side. The disciples were overjoyed when they saw the Lord. 
21 Again Jesus said, “Peace be with you! As the Father has sent me, I am sending 

you.” 22 And with that he breathed on them and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23 If 

you forgive anyone’s sins, their sins are forgiven; if you do not forgive them, they 

are not forgiven.” 

 

Reflection 

As the minibus slid sideways, I can remember that one of the team started praying, 

me all I could do was look out of the window in disbelief. I was scared, scared that 

we might end up at the bottom of the extremely steep drop that was to our right-

hand side. I was eighteen at the time and on a month-long mission trip with our 

diocese to Cameroon and that day we were heading into the countryside to help 

with digging and laying the foundations for a church building. After our first day we 

knew that travelling was a little bit scary, after all, there were over 20 of us in a 15-

seater minibus on a daily basis. We also discovered that our driver thought he was 
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on a World Rally Stage every time he sat behind the wheel. After our first journey 

with him we knew that as we gathered to pray each morning, safety needed to 

part of our prayers. I have not felt scared for my life like I did that day since, and 

for that I am glad. Perhaps you have had a similar experience before too, one 

where you have felt that fear deep within because of the situation you are facing. 

 

Today we’re picking up the narrative where we left it on Easter Sunday. If you 

recall our two companions that met with Jesus on the road to Emmaus have just 

returned to Jerusalem and share with the disciples all that has happened and how 

they recognised Jesus as he broke bread with them. Over the next few weeks, we 

are going to be looking at various encounters with the Risen Jesus and today we’re 

focusing on parallel accounts from Luke and John that describe the disciples 

encounter in a locked room.  

 

It is John that picks up for us the feelings in the room that evening, the doors were 

locked as the disciples are gathered, fearful of the Jewish leaders. As our minibus 

slid sideways, I felt a fear I had never experienced before or have not since. In 

some small way it helps me appreciate a little more what those first disciples were 

feeling that night. Jesus has been crucified and laid to rest in the tomb and earlier 

that day they received the news that nobody was really expecting, Jesus’ body was 

not there, he had risen. The news of the empty tomb had no doubt started to 

spread in Jerusalem and it is likely that the religious leaders had caught wind of 

this. This wouldn’t have been the news that they wanted to hear, they had plotted 

and schemed so that Jesus was crucified, and their plan wasn’t going as they 

expected. It is no wonder the disciples were gathered in fear that evening. 

 

Why were they gathered in fear? This unpleasant emotion we call fear was 

bubbling to the surface because they were concerned that there was a very real 

and imminent danger. Jesus had been crucified days before and these disciples 

would have been worried about any backlash against them due to the empty 

tomb. Fear can have a crippling impact on people’s lives, and I don’t think I will 
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ever fully grasp how they felt that day. Our disciples were fearful of the Jewish 

leaders, was their fate going to be the same as their teacher, Jesus? 

 

While for many of us we will not have experienced fearing for our lives in this way, 

this is in fact the experience of individuals, families, and communities throughout 

history. If you have been following the news this year you might have taken note of 

the Military Coup in Myanmar (Burma) and events that have followed over the last 

few months. For those who oppose the actions of the Military there is a very real 

threat to life where the death toll (according to media outlets) is more than five 

hundred which includes both adults and children. Other news that might have 

caught your attention is the criticism that China is facing for the treatment of the 

Uighur population, with many countries accusing them of genocide and crimes 

against humanity. There are many other news stories that could have caught your 

attention whereby individuals, families or communities are living in fear. 

 

Our disciples that day were fearful, and it was their allegiance to Jesus that was 

putting them at risk. Unfortunately, things have not changed that much in the last 

two thousand years. While we live in relative freedom here in the United Kingdom, 

we have brothers and sisters in Christ who do not enjoy the same privilege and 

luxury that we do. As I started praying about today’s reflection, I found my mind 

wandering to a track I remember first hearing in the 1990’s by a Christian Rock 

Group called dc Talk. The track itself is called Jesus Freak and at the time it spoke 

to me as a teenager. Why? The lyrics remind the listener that it doesn’t matter 

what others say about you because of your relationship with Jesus and that 

following him is the most important thing.  

‘What will people think 

When they hear that I'm a Jesus freak 

What will people do when they find that it's true 

I don't really care if they label me a Jesus freak 

There ain't no disguising the truth.’ 
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It was only years later when I picked up the little book ‘Jesus Freaks: dc Talk and 

The Voice of the Martyrs (Stories of those who stood for Jesus, the ultimate Jesus 

Freaks) that I really understood what they were getting at when they sang. 

 

Without going into all the details, The Voice of Martyrs tells the stories of 

individuals through history who have lost their lives because they have not been 

willing to deny Christ as their Lord and Saviour. When I first read it, I remember I 

had tears streaming down my face as reality hit home. The truth is, throughout 

history there have been individuals, families and communities who have not 

compromised or apologised for their faith which has meant going to prison, being 

tortured, or even facing death. While it might be easier to think that this has 

happened in the past, this kind of persecution still happens to this very day. (if you 

want to know more about the persecuted church then check out Open Doors: 

Serving Persecuted Christians Worldwide - Home - Open Doors UK & Ireland) 

 

As those first disciples gathered with the doors locked, we are told by John that 

they did so in fear. I cannot fully grasp what it would have meant for them when 

Jesus came and stood amongst them and said, ‘Peace be with you.’ Sadly, I have 

had the opportunity to hear first-hand stories of the persecution that some of our 

brothers and sisters in Christ have faced because of their faith in Jesus. I say sadly 

because often these stories are harrowing and when talking with an individual you 

don’t necessarily get the watered-down version, you literally get to see the hurt 

and pain in their faces. All the stories I have heard though parallel with our 

disciples encounter with Jesus in that they would testify to experiencing this peace 

that Jesus brings and offers. 

 

Peace is something that is so often strived for. It is desired by individuals but also 

by the revolutionary and even the aggressor as each yearns for a more settled 

state to life. Jesus implies in John 14 (v.27) that there is a peace that can come 

from the world but also another kind of peace of which comes from him. The kind 

of peace that comes from the world is more often than not only temporary. It is a 

brief freedom one enjoys from distraction, hurt, pain, anxiety or worry. It is this 

https://www.opendoorsuk.org/
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that can enable us to settle down, if for a short while to enjoy life as we would 

want to live it, free from distraction. Peace can also be momentary as we seek to 

escape the reality of life by distracting ourselves by being overtly active, 

daydreaming or doing anything we can think of to simply forget. 

 

The peace the Jesus offers his disciples and offers to you and I is different to this 

kind of peace. As Jesus stands among the disciples it is His peace that he offers, the 

peace He spoke of back in chapter fourteen that would replace fear is being 

brought by the risen Lord himself. It is this very peace that Jesus enjoyed during his 

earthly ministry, ever mindful of fulfilling His Fathers will. It is this peace that Jesus 

enjoyed and rested in as he faced constant criticism and questioning throughout 

his ministry and holds him till the very end as he is nailed to the cross. Jesus knew 

the divine peace that can only come from God, a peace which bought an inward 

quiet which no outside forces, however powerful, could destroy. The disciples had 

witnessed this peace first-hand, both in Jesus himself and his ministry as restored 

the lives of broken individuals. More than once they had encountered the peace 

that only Jesus could bring as waters were calmed at his voice and his reassuring 

words that echo through scripture, do not be afraid. It is now as the risen Lord 

stands among his closest friends, at a time when they are gripped with fear, that 

they will experience the coming of a peace that only comes from the risen one. 

Friends, this peace is only possible because of Jesus and the loving surrender of his 

life. 

 

It is this peace, this inner quiet that outside forces cannot destroy that I have heard 

the testimony of from those I know personally who have undergone persecution 

for their faith in Jesus Christ. It is this peace, they say, that has kept them secure 

and safe when all around them seems to be against them. I remember listening to 

one individual share about their experience of persecution; the beatings, petrol 

bombs through the letterbox, being spat upon in the street, the list is endless and 

unbelievable and yet, that was their experience. As I listened and wondered how I 

might endure such treatment myself they continued to share that it was only 

because of the faith in Jesus that they were able to withstand these attacks and 



 
 

9 

 

not deny him as their Saviour. They knew a peace in their hearts that meant 

whatever persecution they were suffering, they were loved and treasured by the 

one true God. They also knew that with this love came forgiveness and the 

assurance of eternity in the presence of God, which also meant they knew that 

even if they lost their life, they would be in a better place. It is this same inner 

peace of the heart that those martyrs (or ‘Jesus Freaks’ as the book by dc Talk 

terms them) had as they lost their lives. 

 

As Jesus stands among the disciples and brings peace, a peace that dispels fear and 

brings a quietness of heart, we also find him sending them out in the power of the 

Holy Spirit. We only have to flick forward into Acts to see that the situation hasn’t 

changed much and that the threat of persecution as still a very real and present 

danger. Yet as they are sent, it is to go with the peace of the risen Christ in their 

hearts and the Holy Spirit as their companion and guide. The peace that Jesus 

offers is not something that we can easily describe or see because it resides deep 

within. In other ways it is visible, as we look at the testimony of the early church 

and Christians through the centuries who have suffered persecution for their faith 

in Christ. In a short while we’re going to spend some time in prayer, and as we do, 

we’re going to pray for the persecuted church, that they might know the peace of 

Christ dwelling richly in their hearts.  

 

What about us though? Of course, we don’t endure the persecution that some of 

our brother and sisters in Christ do, perhaps the most we might have to endure is 

some name calling or even someone choosing not to associate with us because of 

our faith. That does not mean we cannot experience the peace of Christ in our 

hearts though, because this peace is for and available to all those who put their 

faith in the risen Lord. 

 

I wonder, this morning, this week, this year, what storms of life are you facing? Is 

there something at this moment that seems too much too handle, does life feel a 

little bit like you are walking through treacle? Where do we need Jesus to stand 

among us and bring peace? Here’s the deal, just because Jesus offers peace it 
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doesn’t mean the storm will automatically stop, life carries on just as it did the day 

before, and the day before that. In our Christian lives the storms that come can 

sometimes knock us off course, they can batter us and push us away from God. 

The peace that Christ offers us is the peace that he himself enjoyed, an inward 

peace that stills our heart and gives us a solid base to live from. The peace that 

Christ offers doesn’t stop the storm from brewing around us, rather it gives us the 

ability and solid ground to cope with all the storm throws at us. We may never 

have to face the decision about whether or not to die for Jesus, but we face the 

daily decision of whether of not we will live for Him. The challenge is to stand 

strong, to let His peace dwell in our hearts so that while the storm may rage 

around us, our heart, our inner life has a peace that cannot be taken away from us.  

 

The peace that Jesus offers, and he himself enjoys can be seen in Him as he lives a 

life of obedience and service to the Father. Despite the opposition that came he 

continued on the path set before Him, which ultimately led to the cross and him 

standing, risen, among his closest friends with the offer of peace. And that same 

peace is available to you and me as we put our faith and trust in Him. 

 

An encounter with the risen one bids us, do not be afraid. My prayer is that our 

fear would lessen and not grow, and that his peace would fill our hearts because 

he is not dead but risen and alive. 

 

Song for Reflection   -   Beauty for Brokenness 

https://vimeo.com/442028198 

 

Beauty for brokenness 

Hope for despair 

Lord, in Your suffering world 

This is our prayer 

Bread for the children 

Justice, joy, peace 

Sunrise to sunset 

Your kingdom increase! 

 

Shelter for fragile lives 

Cures for their ills 

Work for the craftsman 

Trade for their skills 

https://vimeo.com/442028198
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Land for the dispossessed 

Rights for the weak 

Voices to plead the cause 

Of those who can't speak 

 

God of the poor 

Friend of the weak 

Give us compassion we pray 

Melt our cold hearts 

Let tears fall like rain 

Come, change our love 

From a spark to a flame 

 

Refuge from cruel wars 

Havens from fear 

Cities for sanctuary 

Freedoms to share 

Peace to the killing-fields 

Scorched earth to green 

Christ for the bitterness 

His cross for the pain 

 

Rest for the ravaged earth 

Oceans and streams 

Plundered and poisoned 

Our future, our dreams 

Lord, end our madness 

Carelessness, greed 

Make us content with 

The things that we need 

 

God of the poor 

Friend of the weak 

Give us compassion we pray 

Melt our cold hearts 

Let tears fall like rain 

Come, change our love 

From a spark to a flame 

 

Lighten our darkness 

Breathe on this flame 

Until your justice 

Burns brightly again 

Until the nations 

Learn of your ways 

Seek your salvation 

And bring you their praise 

 

Before we Pray….. 

I am sure most, if not all of you will have seen the news of Prince Philips death of 

Friday afternoon. This is sad news, in fact, the news of death is never easy as it 

brings into focus once again our own mortality. One thing I know, is that losing 

someone hurts, and whatever our personal opinions on the monarchy a family will 

be grieving right now. We might feel distant and helpless, disinterested perhaps, 

but I would suggest to you that at this time there is one thing we can all do, and 
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that is to hold a grieving family in prayer. From my own personal perspective, I 

have always held the Queen in high regard for her personal faith and her 

willingness to share the hope that this brings in her life. Over the coming days and 

weeks, we will read and hear numerous tributes to Prince Philip which will speak of 

his legacy. In that regard, Prince Philip was never in the forefront as much as the 

Queen, but he too had a strong faith in Christ and was well known for putting the 

interests of others above himself. As I think about Prince Philip, of believers I have 

known and respected over the years who have passed and those who have lost 

their lives due to persecution, I am grateful for the legacy they have left. And it 

makes me wonder, what will my legacy be? All I know is that last Sunday I 

celebrated with joy the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ, and it is the 

risen Lord who must continue to mould and influence my life today. It is Christ who 

stands among us to bring His peace, a peace that can dwell in our hearts to hold us 

through the storms of life. 

 

Prayers of Intercession   -   Using the lyrics from Beauty for Brokenness. 

 

Beauty for brokenness 

Hope for despair 

Let us fix our eyes upon Jesus 

Give thanks for it is in Him there is hope and peace 

Pray for those who mourn, especially the Royal Family at this time 

Pray for Gods transforming Spirit upon His Creation 

 

Voices to plead the cause 

Of those who can't speak 

Ask God to open our eyes to events in our own communities 

Pray that we would have courage to use our voices to speak for those who can’t  

 

Refuge from cruel wars, Havens from fear 

Cities for sanctuary, Freedoms to share 
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Peace to the killing-fields 

Pray for Peace in our World 

Pray for those is positions of power who have the ability to bring about change 

Pray for those whose lives are impacted by the War 

Pray for those who still suffer persecution to this day for their faith, pray for safe 

havens and the peace of Christ to rule in their hearts 

 

Rest for the ravaged earth, Oceans and streams 

Plundered and poisoned, Our future, our dreams 

Lord, end our madness, Carelessness, greed 

Make us content with the things that we need 

Ask for Gods help and the guidance of His Spirit 

Ask Him to show us ways we can make changes in our own lives to better care for 

our planet 

Ask that in doing so, our actions may bring about positive changes in our own 

community 

 

Lighten our darkness, Breathe on this flame 

Until your justice, Burns brightly again 

As we pray we come recognising we need Gods help 

Pray for a fresh outpouring of His Spirit on our lives 

 

Together we say: 

Your Kingdom Come, Your Will be Done….. 

Help us Lord to have your eyes to see 

Help us to regain our voices to speak 

Empower us by Your Holy Spirit we Pray 

Amen 

 

Closing Song   -   King of Kings 

King of Kings - Budleigh Salterton BC on Vimeo 

 

https://vimeo.com/442019700
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In the darkness we were waiting 

Without hope, without light 

'Til from Heaven You came running 

There was mercy in Your eyes 

To fulfill the law and prophets 

To a virgin came the word 

From a throne of endless glory 

To a cradle in the dirt 

 

Praise the Father, praise the Son 

Praise the Spirit, three in one 

God of glory, Majesty 

Praise forever to the King of Kings 

 

To reveal the kingdom coming 

And to reconcile the lost 

To redeem the whole creation 

You did not despise the cross 

For even in your suffering 

You saw to the other side 

Knowing this was our salvation 

Jesus for our sake you died 

 

Praise the Father, praise the Son 

Praise the Spirit, three in one 

God of glory, Majesty 

Praise forever to the King of Kings 

 

And the morning that You rose 

All of Heaven held its breath 

'Til that stone was moved for good 

For the Lamb had conquered death 

And the dead rose from their tombs 

And the angels stood in awe 

For the souls of all who'd come 

To the Father are restored 

 

And the church of Christ was born 

Then the Spirit lit the flame 

Now this gospel truth of old 

Shall not kneel, shall not faint 

By His blood and in His name 

In His freedom I am free 

For the love of Jesus Christ 

Who has resurrected me 

Praise the Father, praise the Son 

Praise the Spirit, three in one 

God of glory, Majesty 

Praise forever to the King of Kings 

Praise forever to the King of Kings 

 

 

Closing Words, ‘We are called…’ 

Say Together 

We are called to be a prophetic people, 

working for justice, resisting violence 

and challenging the abuse of power. 



 
 

15 

 

We are called to be an inclusive people, 

pulling down the walls of prejudice 

and welcoming the stranger. 

We are called to be a sacrificial people, 

risking uncertainty, becoming vulnerable, 

and reflecting the generosity of God. 

We are called to be a missionary people, 

demonstrating in word and action 

the redeeming love of God in the world. 

We are called to be a worshipping people, 

seeking and celebrating the God who journeys with us, 

and open to the Spirit in the whole of life. 

Amen 

 

 

 

Finally 

You are not alone, I am praying for you all daily. 

Remember you can ring or email me at any time 

If you are unwell, or need help and support then please call either myself, Liz, or 

Julia. We are not mind readers and can only offer support if you ask. 

 

God Bless 

Rev. Simon 


