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Palm Sunday 

Sunday 28th March 2021 

10.30am  

‘Church at Home’  

 

Opening Declaration 

Lord, with joy we greet your coming today:  

we lay before you our love and faith,  

rejoicing that you came in peace to be our king.  

Come, Lord, and teach us the ways of peace  

that we may know the strength of love  

and the power of forgiveness.  

Come, Lord, and teach us humble ways  

that we may be free of arrogance  

and without pretence.  

Let our songs fill this place with hosannas,  

for now the day of our redemption draws near:  

Blessed is he who come in the name of the Lord,  

to whose kingdom there is not end. 

 

Opening Song   -   The Splendour of the King 

The Splendour of the King | Evangelical Movement of Wales (emw.org.uk) 

 

The splendour of the King, clothed in 

majesty 

Let all the Earth rejoice 

All the Earth rejoice 

 

He wraps himself in light 

And darkness tries to hide 

 

https://www.emw.org.uk/2020/06/the-splendour-of-the-king/
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And trembles at His voice 

Trembles at His voice 

 

How great is our God, sing with me 

How great is our God, and all will see 

How great, how great is our God 

 

Age to age He stands 

And time is in His hands 

Beginning and the end 

Beginning and the end 

 

The Godhead Three in One 

Father Spirit Son 

The Lion and the Lamb 

The Lion and the Lamb 

 

How great is our God, sing with me 

How great is our God, and all will see 

How great, how great is our God 

 

Name above all names 

Worthy of our praise 

My heart will sing 

How great is our God 

repeat 

 

How great is our God, sing with me 

How great is our God, and all will see 

How great, how great is our God 

 

Introduction to the Reading: 

The narrative of Palm Sunday and the events that follow, especially Good Friday 

and Easter Sunday, are central to our Christian faith. In that regard these narratives 

are a bit like those we recite at Christmas. We re-tell these stories on a yearly basis 

and in some ways, we can become sterile to the detail because ‘we know the 

story.’ The fact is many of us would have read or heard these accounts in church 

tens, if not hundreds of times. I know that over the years I have prepared countless 

sermons, heard even more and attended many bible studies on them too. It seems 

to me that the challenge each year is to look at the narrative with fresh eyes, as if it 

were the first time we were ever reading it, and ask that God speak to us afresh 

through his word. If we’re honest, this can be so difficult to do as I know from my 

own experience that I can read what I perceive is on the page in front of me, rather 

than what is actually there. Perhaps as we open up the word this year, we need to 

pray for a fresh vision to both see and hear what God is saying to us.  
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So we’re going to do that now, pray. Let’s pray that as we come to a familiar 

passage, at a familiar time of year; that God would speak to us afresh as both 

individuals and a church. 

 

Spend some time in Open Prayer 

 

Bible Reading 

I’ve specifically chosen a translation we wouldn’t normally use this morning to help 

us listen to these words afresh.  

 

Matthew 21: 1-11 (The Message) 
1-3 When they neared Jerusalem, having arrived at Bethphage on Mount Olives, 

Jesus sent two disciples with these instructions: “Go over to the village across from 

you. You’ll find a donkey tethered there, her colt with her. Untie her and bring 

them to me. If anyone asks what you’re doing, say, ‘The Master needs them!’ He 

will send them with you.” 
4-5 This is the full story of what was sketched earlier by the prophet: 

Tell Zion’s daughter, 

“Look, your king’s on his way, 

    poised and ready, mounted 

On a donkey, on a colt, 

    foal of a pack animal.” 
6-9 The disciples went and did exactly what Jesus told them to do. They led the 

donkey and colt out, laid some of their clothes on them, and Jesus mounted. 

Nearly all the people in the crowd threw their garments down on the road, giving 

him a royal welcome. Others cut branches from the trees and threw them down as 

a welcome mat. Crowds went ahead and crowds followed, all of them calling out, 

“Hosanna to David’s son!” “Blessed is he who comes in God’s name!” “Hosanna in 

highest heaven!” 
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10 As he made his entrance into Jerusalem, the whole city was shaken. Unnerved, 

people were asking, “What’s going on here? Who is this?” 
11 The parade crowd answered, “This is the prophet Jesus, the one from Nazareth 

in Galilee.” 

 

Reflection 

Have you ever wished you could jump in the DeLorean with Marty McFly, input the 

destination date and time, hit the accelerator pedal, and find yourself at a certain 

point in history? Now for those of you who are wondering what I am on about, 

Marty McFly is one of the main characters along with the eccentric scientist Doc 

Brown in the 80’s film ‘Back to the Future.’ The DeLorean itself was a pretty 

unsuccessful sports car but it shot to fame when it was featured as a time machine 

in the film.  

 

If I had the opportunity there would be lots of times in history that I would return 

to so that I could witness first-hand events unfold for myself. Every year as I re-

read the events from Palm Sunday through to Easter Sunday, I find myself wanting 

to be there, I want to be part of the crowd, I want to know what those present are 

thinking and feeling as Jesus rides into Jerusalem or as he clears the temple. 

 

As we read the gospel accounts, we find that Jesus is very intentional with his 

actions as he enters Jerusalem. You may have heard it said that a picture paints a 

thousand words, and that is the case here as we survey the events of Palm Sunday. 

As we read our account in Matthew’s gospel, we have to remember that he is not 

giving us a blow-by-blow account as it happened but is recording events at a 

specific time after the resurrection to retell the story of Jesus’ life (estimations are 

that he wrote his gospel in the 50’s or 60’s AD). In that regard we find little 

pointers and guides along the way that explain what is happening, these are there 

because Matthew has had time to think and reflect upon what he is writing about 

with his fellow disciples and they are an aid to the reader.  
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In Matthew we find that Jesus is continually painting us a picture of who he is by 

both his words and his actions and his entry into Jerusalem is no different. Firstly, 

we find Jesus taking the initiative as he rides into Jerusalem on a colt, interestingly 

Matthew is the only gospel writer that mentions a donkey too. It is here that we 

find the inclusion of Zechariah 9: 9 in Matthew’s gospel is to make clear to the 

reader what Jesus is doing. In riding a colt into Jerusalem Jesus is fulfilling the 

prophet’s words and giving a clear indication that he was the Messiah. Jesus 

doesn’t ride into Jerusalem on a white war horse with trophies lifted high, the 

coming Messiah is riding a colt and indicates to all of Jerusalem that he comes in 

humility and is a King not of war, but of peace. 

 

Secondly, we read that, ‘A very large crowd spread their cloaks on the road, while 

others cut branches from the trees and spread them on the road.’ (v.8) While 

Matthew is explicit in pointing out that riding a colt fulfils Messianic prophecy, he 

is less explicit here, but these events continue to paint a picture for us. As Jehu was 

appointed King of Israel in 2 Kings 9: 1-13 those present take off their cloaks and 

spread them under him on the bare steps before blowing the trumpet and 

shouting aloud that Jehu is King. This kind of celebrity welcome had happened a 

few centuries earlier too as Simon (Judas) Maccabeus, a freedom fighter, was 

greeted as he entered Jerusalem with Psalms and Palms. The spreading of Palms 

on the floor was symbolic of victory and were expressive of nationalism generally 

at the time.  

 

Thirdly, we find Jesus at the centre of the crowd as they start to shout out loud: 

‘Hosanna to the Son of David!’ 

‘Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!’ 

‘Hosanna in the highest heaven!’ 

Hosanna is a Hebrew expression that can be translated ‘O Save’. The cry of the 

crowd is one that echoes their Messianic hopes and in one sense draws us to 

conclude that the crowd knew that Jesus was indeed the one that they had been 

waiting for. 
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In verse ten Matthew tells us that the whole city is stirred as Jesus enters, perhaps 

the intention of our narrator here is to let us know the magnitude of this event as 

the ripple effects are felt in every corner of the city. It is here that Matthew talks 

more generally as the question is posed, ‘Who is this?’ As we think about this 

though we are safe to assume he is referring to the religious establishment who 

would be keen to know who is causing such a commotion. The crowd reply to 

them, ‘This is Jesus, the prophet from Nazareth in Galilee.’  

 

I have often heard it said that the crowd in their actions, the spreading of garments 

and Palm leaves and cries of Hosanna, demonstrates that they know exactly who 

Jesus is and are quick to identify him as the Messiah. This line of thinking then 

continues that it is the crowd who declare Jesus as Messiah then cry out for his 

crucifixion. It seems to me that it is not as cut and dried as that, you see as the 

crowd answer, the mixed identity of those present becomes clear. They declare 

Jesus to be a prophet which does not seem to indicate that they understood him 

to be the coming Messiah. As the crowd call out Hosanna, is it that they are 

expecting Jesus to bring liberation like the old Kings of Israel and the Maccabees 

more recently? Interestingly, John in his gospel points out to us that the disciples 

didn’t understand that Jesus was fulfilling Zechariah’s prophecy until after the 

resurrection (12: 14-16). This maybe makes it even clearer to us that Matthew is 

painting a picture for us, the reader, of who Jesus is, rather than saying to us that 

those present were clear who he was. The fact is, we are looking at these events in 

hindsight and we’ll never know exactly who those present that day thought Jesus 

was, that’s where me wanting to take a ride in the DeLorean would really help!  

 

As I have been reflecting on these events it has got me thinking about language 

and assumptions. As we observe the crowd shouting Hosanna, I wonder how many 

different motives are present. We can be quick to assume that the crowd are 

crying out in the full knowledge that Jesus is the coming Messiah, the one who had 

been prophesied. The more I think about it though, the more I come to conclude 
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that things are a lot more nuanced than this. Sure, some of those present, some of 

Jesus’ closest disciples started to get a clearer indication of who he was during the 

time they spent with him. But the thing is, did they really grasp what kind of 

Messiah Jesus was going to be? Personally, I don’t think so.  

 

Hosanna, cry the crowd. They are shouting out loud, Save us. From what though? 

The tyranny of Roman oppression? From the Religious establishment? What were 

they expecting? Or were they just shouting because that’s what everyone else was 

doing? 

 

When I started my ministry training one of my areas of responsibility in the church 

was that of youth discipleship. I am trying to think how best to describe the church 

to you and perhaps middle of the road could be the best way. Sunday services 

were a mixed bag, fairly structured with a good cross section of ages. As my first 

year progressed, I was asked by a few folks if I would be taking a group of young 

people to Soul Survivor that year. This continued and I started to probe as to why 

this was so important. It turned out that there was a perception that Soul Survivor 

was the place to take young people from the church and their friends so that they 

would make a commitment of their own. This was because they had seen statistics 

about how many young people gave their lives to Jesus there and of course, they 

wanted the young people concerned to come to faith. This concerned me though, 

as in my experience, while events such as this can be edifying and help individuals 

grow in their discipleship, there can be a danger that individuals will go with the 

crowd to fit in with their peers. I’m not just talking about young people here, but 

adults too at such events. Unfortunately, what can happen in these instances is 

that commitments are made simply because everyone else is doing it. I know that I 

have seen people go forward to accept Jesus into their lives because the girl they 

fancy is. The thing is, going with the crowd happens in the heat of the moment, but 

the reality can be very different when you are back home. 

 

So what relevance does this have to us at Hill Street?  
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As I reflect on the reaction of the crowd as Jesus enters Jerusalem it seems to me 

something similar happens at Christian gatherings such as Soul Survivor. Let me 

explain, all those present in Jerusalem that day would have been individuals, each 

with a different life story and experiences. Their life and experiences up until this 

point would have impacted their social status, their housing situation, their 

employment or perhaps lack of. More than this though it would have impacted on 

their faith, their understanding of the scriptures would have differed depending on 

the Rabbi they followed. Some of those present wouldn’t have been locals either, 

there would have been Jews and Gentiles who would have travelled to Jerusalem 

to share in the Passover there.  While some of their experiences might have been 

the same, each person is different, an individual. In this regard if we were to 

interview a cross section of those present, I would suspect they would all give a 

different interpretation of events that day, they would each have their own story 

to tell.  

 

We find the same at large Christian gatherings such as Soul Survivor, all of those 

present would be individuals with a different life story and experiences. While 

there wouldn’t be Jews and Gentile present, there would be some who would self-

identify as Christian and had given their lives to Jesus, there would be others who 

hadn’t. In each of these categories there would still be a vast array of stories to 

hear, some individuals would have grown up in church, they would know the 

stories, the big picture of scripture along with understanding the rituals and 

language of the church. Others might be less conversant, perhaps with no 

background or understanding of Christianity, only there because they have 

responded to an invitation from someone they know. As they gather for an 

evening celebration together in a marquee the crowd present is a mixed economy. 

Some present will understand the language being used on the platform at the 

front, others won’t, in fact it might even be alien to them. Some will understand 

the words of the songs and sing their heart out, others will join in because that’s 

what everyone else is doing.  
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As I reflect on these two events I wonder, how many people really know what is 

going on? In some ways, it is easier to assume that everyone does but that betrays 

the reality of the situation. I know, you’re wondering what does this mean for us at 

Hill Street?  

 

I wonder, how often do we assume people know what’s going on in church, when 

in fact the reality is quite the opposite. Do we assume people understand the 

language, the ritual, the routine simply because we do? When we have been in and 

around church for any period of time, we accept the norms, the traditions because 

that’s what you do. When I came to faith, although I was part of the church youth 

club, I had no real church background apart from the occasional carol service. The 

church I attended as a fifteen-year-old was a traditional Church of England church. 

For years I followed the routine and tradition of the church, sitting, standing, 

kneeling at certain points in the service because that’s what I was told to do. It was 

only years later that I understood why things were done a certain way as nobody 

had taken the time to explain things to me, rather they had simply tapped me on 

the shoulder and tutted as I was told I needed to be kneeling now. 

 

It seems to me, there is a reality we need to accept and a challenge that comes 

from that. As a fellowship we are all different, we have different life stories and 

different experiences that make us who we are today. When somebody walks 

through the doors of Hill Street for the first time the fact is, we don’t know who 

they are, we don’t know their story or their experiences. They could well be a 

Christian who has been part of different churches for many years, they could 

understand the language, rituals, and routines of what we do and why we do 

them. Alternatively, on the other end of the scale they could be walking through 

the doors of a church for the first time with no knowledge of the Bible or 

understanding of the difference between Easter and Christmas that we ourselves 

take for granted. It makes me wonder, how might that person feel? Scared? 

Anxious? One of the hardest things to do can be to walk into somewhere you have 
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never been before, where you don’t know the language, the routines or traditions. 

We have a choice, do we tap someone on the shoulder and tell them what we 

perceive they ought to be doing, like I remember as a teenager, or do we do 

something else?  

 

Let me give you a scenario to consider for a moment. A young single mum attends 

Hill Street for the first time, she is given a warm welcome by the steward who 

points out the ‘toddler area’ where she might be comfortable with her son. As the 

service progresses her son is quite active and noisy which isn’t a problem, that is 

until we get to communion. Traditionally this is a time when individuals like the 

quiet, the silence and stillness, despite other children sitting with their parents this 

toddler is still making lots of noise. What happens next? Are tutting quietly and 

glances in her direction appropriate? Should someone tell her to take her child out 

of the service? Is it right to go over to her and take charge of the toddler? Does she 

need putting straight over coffee after the service so she realises this is 

unacceptable behaviour in church?  

 

I’m not going to tell you how I would respond but I will say that I’m pretty sure we 

would have a wide range of opinions as to what is and isn’t acceptable in the 

scenario above and therefore at this moment I would like to suggest three 

principles that might help us. 

 

Firstly, we ask ourselves what would Jesus do? There is lots we could find in the 

gospels about how we are to treat others, but it seems to me that we must never 

jump to conclusions. It can be all too easy to assume that someone should know 

exactly what to do when and why in church, and in that regard, we can make a 

snap judgement when they don’t do what we expect them to. Jesus is clear in the 

Sermon on the Mount that judging others is not something we should do.  
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Secondly, we try and live out Pauls advice to the church in Ephesus; ‘I urge you to 

live a life worthy of the calling you have received. Be completely humble and gentle; 

be patient, bearing with one another in love.’ 

 

Thirdly, we learn from how Philip interacts with the Eunuch in Acts chapter eight. 

As Philip approaches the chariot, he hears the Eunuch reading from the prophet 

Isaiah and asks, ‘Do you understand what you are reading?’ The Eunuch responds, 

How can I, unless someone explains it to me?’ What happens next, Philip takes the 

time to sit and talk through the Scriptures with him.  

 

We all have a story to tell, we all have different experiences in life which make us 

into who we are today. When we can gather again at Hill Street, we will no doubt 

have people walk through the doors of our building for the first time, and their 

story, their experiences, will be different to ours. 

 

So, how do we create a warm welcome for all who walk through those doors? 

How do we create an atmosphere and culture in church that is both accessible to 

and understandable to all? 

 

Perhaps we need to consider if we do things in church life simply because this is 

the way we have always done them? And if our expectations are a certain way 

because of rituals and routines that we have become accustomed to over time? 

 

Therefore, I wonder, how might our practice or expectations need to change in the 

future to reflect the principles above? 

 

 

 

Song for Reflection   -   King of Kings, Majesty 

 King of Kings | Evangelical Movement of Wales (emw.org.uk) 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4wcC3p_Osko
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4wcC3p_Osko
https://www.emw.org.uk/2020/06/king-of-kings/
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King of kings, Majesty 

God of Heaven living in me 

Gentle Saviour, closest friend 

Strong Deliverer, beginning and end 

All within me falls at Your throne! 

 

Your Majesty, I can but bow 

I lay my all before You now 

In royal robes I don't deserve 

I live to serve Your Majesty 

 

Earth and Heaven worship You 

Love eternal, Faithful and True 

Who bought the nations, ransomed 

souls 

Brought this sinner near to Your 

throne 

All within me cries out in praise. 

 

Your majesty, I can but bow 

I lay my all before You now 

In royal robes I don't deserve 

I live to serve Your Majesty 

(repeat) 

 

Time of Prayer 

Spend some time in open intercession before the following prayer and response is 

used.  

 

Lord Jesus, we greet your coming,  

pilgrim messiah, servant king, rejected saviour.  

 

You trod the way of a pilgrim  

and ascended the hill of the Lord;  

you followed the path of your calling  

even though Mount Zion gave way to the hill of Calvary.  

Lord Jesus,  

help us to follow.  

 

You rode into Jerusalem on a donkey,  

symbol of humility and lowliness,  

mocking our dream of pomp and glory,  
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demonstrating the foolishness of God before the eyes of the world.  

You have shown us the way of humble service,  

the way of true greatness.  

Lord Jesus,  

help us to follow.  

 

The cries of ‘Hosanna’ soon turned to ‘Crucify’.  

The acclamation of the crowds gave way to fear and contempt.  

You have shown us the cost of love  

and you have called us to follow in your way:  

pilgrims of the kingdom, 

living out the foolishness of God,  

and trusting only in your forgiving faithfulness.  

Lord Jesus,  

help us to follow. 

Amen 

 

Food for Thought… 

Words are powerful things, often we can sing and say them simply because they 

are there in front of us. Many of the songs we sing are challenging because they 

are not just about who God is, but what we are saying to him in them as we sing. 

Take our closing song for instance, the lyrics say: 

 

Change the atmosphere 

Build Your kingdom here 

We pray 

 

And then continue: 

Fill us with the strength and love of Christ 
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These are challenging words, and as we sing them, are we willing to accept that 

change that might occur because God takes us at our word?  

 

Song for Reflection   -   Build Your Kingdom Here 

 Build Your Kingdom Here - Saltash BC on Vimeo 

 

Come, set Your rule and reign 

In our hearts again 

Increase in us we pray 

Unveil why we're made 

Come, set our hearts ablaze with 

hope 

Like wildfire in our very souls 

Holy Spirit come invade us now 

 

We are Your church 

We need Your power in us 

 

We seek Your kingdom first 

We hunger and we thirst 

Refuse to waste our lives 

For You're our joy and prize 

To see the captive hearts released 

The hurt, the sick, the poor at peace 

We lay down our lives for Heaven's 

cause 

 

We are Your church 

We pray: revive this earth 

 

Build Your kingdom here 

Let the darkness fear 

Show Your mighty hand 

Heal our streets and land 

Set Your church on fire 

Win this nation back 

Change the atmosphere 

Build Your kingdom here 

We pray 

 

Unleash Your kingdoms power 

Reaching the near and far 

No force of Hell can stop 

Your beauty changing hearts 

You made us for much more than this 

Awake the kingdom seed in us 

Fill us with the strength and love of 

Christ 

 

We are Your church 

We are the hope on earth 

 

Build Your kingdom here 

Let the darkness fear 

Show Your mighty hand 

Heal our streets and land 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4wcC3p_Osko
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4wcC3p_Osko
https://vimeo.com/432918123
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Set Your church on fire 

Win this nation back 

Change the atmosphere 

Build Your kingdom here 

We pray 

 

Closing Words   -   Say Together  

Living God,  

your light has risen over us  

in the person of Jesus Christ,  

who was greeted as king  

and crucified as slave  

because he came in your name;  

help us, who continue to greet his coming,  

to welcome him into our lives with humility,  

so that we may not desert him,  

betray him, or turn against him,  

but may follow him faithfully to the end,  

serving each other and all our neighbours,  

for his name’s sake. 

Amen 

 

 

Finally 

You are not alone, I am praying for you all daily. 

Remember you can ring or email me at any time 

If you are unwell, or need help and support then please call either myself, Liz, or 

Julia. We are not mind readers and can only offer support if you ask. 

 

God Bless 

Rev. Simon 


