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Sunday 28th February 2021 

10.30am  

‘Church at Home’ 

 

Time of Quiet 

Be still and silent, 

In the silence enter Gods presence, 

Feel his loving arms around you, 

Ask him to open your eyes, 

Ask him to open your ears 

Ask him to open your heart, 

Be ready to hear his word. 

 

Opening Declaration   -   Say aloud 

Psalm 108 (NIV) 

 

My heart, O God, is steadfast; 

I will sing and make music with all my soul. 

Awake, harp and lyre! 

I will awaken the dawn. 

I will praise you, Lord, among the nations; 

I will sing of you among the peoples. 

For great is your love, higher than the heavens; 

Your faithfulness reaches to the skies. 

Be exalted, O God, above the heavens; 

Let your glory be over all the earth.
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Opening Song   -   Come, Lord Jesus 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0g9RCV8Ss2E&list=PLT81VdMv8Wk9moNf-

ZNZjA2CdvjMQ4m-1&index=46 

 

Come Lord Jesus in Your glory 

Come and fill this place 

Come and have Your way among us 

As we seek Your face 

When we lay our cares before You 

May our striving cease 

As we worship and adore You 

Lead us to Your peace 

 

Come Lord Jesus my redeemer 

Breathe on me anew 

Search me, know me, 

Saviour make me 

More and more like You 

Changed from glory into glory 

'Til we're face to face 

Ransomed, rescued, healed and holy 

By Your saving grace 

 

Come lord Jesus, King of Heaven 

Come in victory 

Now the darkness is defeated 

You have set us free 

It is finished, death is beaten 

Love has overcome 

Every tear will turn to gladness 

Every battle won 

 

Joining with the saints and angels 

Praising You alone 

There we'll be with You forever 

Our eternal home 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bible Readings

Matthew 21:28-32 (New International Version, NIV) 
28 “What do you think? There was a man who had two sons. He went to the first 

and said, ‘Son, go and work today in the vineyard.’ 
29 “‘I will not,’ he answered, but later he changed his mind and went.  

30 “Then the father went to the other son and said the same thing. He answered, ‘I 

will, sir,’ but he did not go. 
31 “Which of the two did what his father wanted?” 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4wcC3p_Osko
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0g9RCV8Ss2E&list=PLT81VdMv8Wk9moNf-ZNZjA2CdvjMQ4m-1&index=46
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0g9RCV8Ss2E&list=PLT81VdMv8Wk9moNf-ZNZjA2CdvjMQ4m-1&index=46
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“The first,” they answered. 

Jesus said to them, “Truly I tell you, the tax collectors and the prostitutes are 

entering the kingdom of God ahead of you. 32 For John came to you to show you 

the way of righteousness, and you did not believe him, but the tax collectors and 

the prostitutes did. And even after you saw this, you did not repent and believe 

him. 

 

Matthew 22:1-14 (New International Version, NIV) 
1Jesus spoke to them again in parables, saying: 2 ‘The kingdom of heaven is like a 

king who prepared a wedding banquet for his son. 3 He sent his servants to those 

who had been invited to the banquet to tell them to come, but they refused to 

come. 
4 ‘Then he sent some more servants and said, “Tell those who have been invited 

that I have prepared my dinner: my oxen and fattened cattle have been 

slaughtered, and everything is ready. Come to the wedding banquet.” 
5 ‘But they paid no attention and went off – one to his field; another to his 

business. 6 The rest seized his servants, ill-treated them and killed them. 7 The king 

was enraged. He sent his army and destroyed those murderers and burned their 

city. 
8 ‘Then he said to his servants, “The wedding banquet is ready, but those I invited 

did not deserve to come. 9 So go to the street corners and invite to the banquet 

anyone you find.” 10 So the servants went out into the streets and gathered all the 

people they could find, the bad as well as the good, and the wedding hall was filled 

with guests. 
11 ‘But when the king came in to see the guests, he noticed a man there who was 

not wearing wedding clothes. 12 He asked, “How did you get in here without 

wedding clothes, friend?” The man was speechless. 
13 ‘Then the king told the attendants, “Tie him hand and foot, and throw him 

outside, into the darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.” 
14 ‘For many are invited, but few are chosen.’ 
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Reflection 

(written by Liz Smith) 

As we have looked at and reflected on the readings in our lent booklet this week I 

was struck by the story of the two sons. One Son said he would go and work in the 

vineyard but failed to do so and this got me to thinking about times I had promised 

to do something but then failed to do it; or even forgotten about the commitment 

I’d made. I would encourage us all to pause and think about how we respond when 

we are asked to do something. 

 

Are there times we have committed to do something but then let someone down? 

Are there times we have done the same and let God down? 

 

I know for me one of the things I have done many times in the past is commit to 

reading the bible cover to cover in a year. Many times started and many times 

failed as I gave in to other distractions (after many years I did finally do it and was 

rewarded abundantly by the time I had spent with God each day). 

 

When Simon was first ill we had a discussion about Sundays and I agreed to help 

out. I have shared previously how reluctant I was to do this, feeling completely 

unprepared and knowing I lacked the skills or training that Simon has. I was so 

thankful when he was able to step in on week 3 and we thought things were 

getting back to normal. Unfortunately he then began to really struggle with the 

after effects of Covid and we realised that it wouldn’t be possible. As many of you 

are aware I have been shielding for most of the last 12 months and this last 

lockdown since November has been a real challenge for me, mentally and 

emotionally. At this point I was struggling with sleep and was emotionally drained 

and feeling very low, there was no way I could commit to doing any more Sunday 

reflections. We chatted at length and agreed to look for an alternative, perhaps a 

written sermon from another minister that we could share. Just like the 2nd Son in 

our parable, I had a change of heart, I turned to God in prayer and as I sat in the 
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quiet ideas began to flow, I was able to write the reflection despite my own 

weaknesses. 

 

It is sometimes too easy to make excuses when we are asked to do something, to 

say no because we don’t have the time or the energy. 

I know I should have set aside my inadequacies and said yes, as I am fully aware 

that when we do this God provides. We are able to do far more than our abilities 

and strength allow when we come to God and ask him to strengthen and guide us. 

 

Jesus tells in John 15: 

“You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you so that you might go 

and bear fruit—fruit that will last—and so that whatever you ask in my name the 

Father will give you”. 

 

Paul shares his experiences in Philippians 4: 

“I have learned the secret of being content in any and every situation, whether well 

fed or hungry, whether living in plenty or in want. I can do all this through him who 

gives me strength.” 

 

The second reading I have chosen for today is the parable of the wedding banquet, 

this can be quite a difficult passage and as Steve and I read through it we were 

puzzled as to why the guest who wasn’t wearing wedding clothes was questioned 

and then taken away and punished. It all sounds a bit harsh doesn’t it?  Apparently 

at this time if guests turned up to a wedding without suitable clothing they would 

have been offered some to change into. This guest had clearly accepted the invite 

to attend but then declined the invitation to dress appropriately. How many people 

accept Gods invitation but then turn away from him? How many of us have 

accepted his invitation but then failed to take that next step? Are we willing to 

follow his calling on our lives? 
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Maybe the guest thought the clothes would be uncomfortable to wear? Maybe 

they didn’t fit the image he had of himself? When we consider the ways in which 

we are serving God, are we simply sticking to the things we enjoy, the tasks we 

know we have the gifts for? Or are we prepared to take risks for God? Step out of 

our comfort zone and go where he leads? 

 

In our reflection on this passage this week Simon encouraged us to think about 

how we can extend Gods invitation to all? The answer in many ways is simple; by 

sharing and living the Gospel message in all that we say and do. Jesus made it very 

clear that the kingdom of God is for all. When we read of the great commission in 

Matthew 28 Jesus says simply to go and make disciples of all nations.  The reality is 

that this sometimes makes us uncomfortable too. Do we only speak to those who 

we think will be receptive? Are there certain people that we avoid sharing with as 

we fear the response? Do we pick and choose who we would invite to church with 

us? Do we expect a certain attitude or behaviour from someone before we do so? 

 

I suppose the thread throughout this reflection for me is that of obedience. Being 

open and accepting of what God calls us to do. Volunteering to be part of the 

Church leadership team was the last thing on my mind in 2018 but after I was 

approached by several different people asking me to consider doing so, I knew I 

couldn’t say no. I felt completely unprepared and certainly had little to no 

experience, I could have said I wasn’t the right person, didn’t have time or it wasn’t 

the right time for me but Gods timing is perfect. I knew that if it was his will then I 

would be elected and God would guide me and equip me. 

 

It has been a challenge and I have admittedly made mistakes along the way and at 

times let people down, it is sometimes difficult to live up to the expectations of 

what a leader should be and do. The most important thing is to remain committed 

to God and his calling on our lives, not to give up when things seem difficult or we 

face criticism or rejection. Jesus faced all of these things and God wants us to be 

obedient just as he was; 
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Philippians 2:8 

“And being found in appearance as a man, 

    he humbled himself 

    by becoming obedient to death— 

        even death on a cross!” 

 

Prayer 

As we come to God in prayer we use Psalm 103: 1-4 as our focus 

 

Praise the Lord, my soul; 

all my inmost being, praise his holy name. 

 

Praise God, 

Praise him with all your soul, 

Bring to him all that is within, 

Praise him for good things, 

Praise him through the difficulties, 

Praise him for he is holy. 

 

Praise the Lord, my soul, 

and forget not all his benefits— 

 

Praise God, 

Thank him for all he has done for us, 

Thank him for his the things he brings to our lives, 

Thank him for blessings he pours upon us, 

Bring to mind all his benefits 

Thank him for all that is good in our lives 

 

who forgives all your sins 
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Thank God for his forgiveness, 

Ask him to help us forgive others 

 

and heals all your diseases, 

 

Thank him that he has the power to heal, 

Thank him for healing in our lives, 

Bring to mind those who need healing at this time 

Physical, mental, emotional and spiritual. 

 

who redeems your life from the pit 

 

Thank him that he rescued us from sin and darkness 

He brought us into his wonderful light 

Thank him that he is with us in the difficult situations of our lives 

, 

and crowns you with love and compassion, 

 

God loves us 

He is compassionate towards us 

He crowns us as his holy children 

 

Amen 

 

Song for Reflection  -   Jesus be the centre 

https://vimeo.com/432614671 

 

Jesus, be the centre 

Be my source, be my light 

Jesus 

 

Jesus, be the centre 

Be my hope, be my song 

Jesus 

 

https://vimeo.com/432614671
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Be the fire in my heart 

Be the wind in these sails 

Be the reason that I live 

Jesus, Jesus 

 

Jesus, be my vision 

Be my path, be my guide 

Jesus 

 

Be the fire in my heart 

Be the wind in these sails 

Be the reason that I live 

Jesus, Jesus 

 

Jesus, be the centre 

Be my source, be my light 

Jesus 

 

Jesus, be the centre 

Be my hope, be my song 

Jesus 

 

 

 

Say together 

Our Father, which art in heaven, 

Hallowed be thy Name. 

Thy Kingdom come. 

Thy will be done in earth, 

As it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

As we forgive them that trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 

But deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

The power, and the glory, 

For ever and ever. 

Amen. 
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Closing Song   -   I the Lord of sea and sky 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pwhT9RAQJkI 

 

I, THE LORD OF SEA AND SKY, 

I have heard My people cry; 

All who dwell in dark and sin 

My hand will save. 

I, who made the stars of night, 

I will make their darkness bright. 

I will speak My word to them. 

Whom shall I send? 

 

Here I am, Lord. 

Is it I, Lord? 

I have heard You calling in the night. 

I will go, Lord, 

If You lead me; 

I will hold Your people in my heart. 

 

I, the Lord of snow and rain, 

I have borne my people’s pain; 

I have wept for love of them – 

They turn away. 

I will break their hearts of stone, 

Give them hearts for love alone; 

I will speak My word to them. 

Whom shall I send? 

Here I am, Lord. 

Is it I, Lord? 

I have heard You calling in the night. 

I will go, Lord, 

If You lead me; 

I will hold Your people in my heart. 

 

I, the Lord of wind and flame, 

I will tend the poor and lame, 

I will set a feast for them – 

My hand will save. 

Finest bread I will provide 

Till their hearts are satisfied; 

I will give My life to them. 

Whom shall I send? 

 

Here I am, Lord. 

Is it I, Lord? 

I have heard You calling in the night. 

I will go, Lord, 

If You lead me; 

I will hold Your people in my heart. 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pwhT9RAQJkI
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Closing Blessing 

Now may the God of peace, 

Who through the blood of the eternal covenant 

Brought back from the dead our Lord Jesus, 

That great Shepherd of the sheep,  

Equip you with everything good for doing his will, 

And may he work in us what is pleasing to him, 

Through Jesus Christ, 

To whom be glory for ever and ever. 

Amen. 

 

 

Finally 

You are not alone, I am praying for you all daily. 

Remember you can ring or email me at any time 

If you are unwell, or need help and support then please call either myself, Liz, or 

Julia. We are not mind readers and can only offer support if you ask. 

 

God Bless 

Rev. Simon 

 


