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Sunday 14th March 2021 

10.30am  

‘Church at Home’ 

 

This week you will need a candle to place in front of you to light when stated, this 

can be used as a focus point during our time together and reminder that Jesus is 

the light of the world, that he is brighter than the darkness, and that like fire the 

Spirit descends on those whose hearts a open to receive him. 

 

Opening Declaration   -   Say Psalm 47 out loud 

Clap your hands, all you nations; 

    shout to God with cries of joy. 
2 For the LORD Most High is awesome, 

    the great King over all the earth. 
3 He subdued nations under us, 

    peoples under our feet. 
4 He chose our inheritance for us, 

    the pride of Jacob, whom he loved. 
5 God has ascended amid shouts of joy, 

    the LORD amid the sounding of trumpets. 
6 Sing praises to God, sing praises; 

    sing praises to our King, sing praises. 
7 For God is the King of all the earth; 

    sing to him a psalm of praise. 
8 God reigns over the nations; 

    God is seated on his holy throne. 
9 The nobles of the nations assemble 

    as the people of the God of Abraham, 
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for the kings of the earth belong to God; 

    he is greatly exalted. 

 

Opening Song   -   At the Name of Jesus 

 https://www.emw.org.uk/2020/06/at-the-name-of-jesus/ 

 

At the name of Jesus every knee shall bow, 

every tongue confess him King of glory now. 

'Tis the Father's pleasure we should call him Lord, 

who from the beginning was the mighty Word. 

 

Humbled for a season to receive a name 

from the lips of sinners unto whom he came, 

faithfully he bore it spotless to the last, 

brought it back victorious, when from death he passed. 

 

Name him, brothers, name him, with love strong as death, 

but with awe and wonder, and with bated breath; 

He is God the Saviour, He is Christ the Lord, 

ever to be worshipped, trusted and adored. 

 

In your hearts enthrone him; there let him subdue 

all that is not holy, all that is not true; 

Crown him as your captain in temptation's hour, 

let his will enfold you, in its light and power. 

 

Brothers, this Lord Jesus shall return again, 

with his Father's glory, with His angel-train 

for all wreaths of empire, meet upon His brow, 

and our hearts confess Him, King of glory now

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4wcC3p_Osko
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4wcC3p_Osko
https://www.emw.org.uk/2020/06/at-the-name-of-jesus/
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Bible Reading

Matthew 26: 1-5 (New International Version, NIV) 

When Jesus had finished saying all these things, he said to his disciples, 2 “As you 

know, the Passover is two days away—and the Son of Man will be handed over to 

be crucified.” 
3 Then the chief priests and the elders of the people assembled in the palace of the 

high priest, whose name was Caiaphas, 4 and they schemed to arrest Jesus secretly 

and kill him. 5 “But not during the festival,” they said, “or there may be a 

riot among the people.” 

 

Matthew 26: 31-35 (New International Version, NIV) 

Then Jesus told them, “This very night you will all fall away on account of me, for it 

is written: 

“‘I will strike the shepherd, 

    and the sheep of the flock will be scattered.’ 
32 But after I have risen, I will go ahead of you into Galilee.” 

33 Peter replied, “Even if all fall away on account of you, I never will.” 
34 “Truly I tell you,” Jesus answered, “this very night, before the rooster crows, you 

will disown me three times.” 
35 But Peter declared, “Even if I have to die with you, I will never disown you.” And 

all the other disciples said the same. 

 

Reflection 

Over the years I have developed the habit of reading the gospel accounts during 

Holy Week, the week between Palm Sunday and Easter Sunday. I will start reading 

on Palm Sunday and then tie in the major events of the week with the relevant 

days. This has always been a moving experience for me as it brings into focus the 

last week of Jesus’ life and the events that occur. I also find that reading these 

passages over the week, rather than in isolation helps to draw out different 

themes and threads that might otherwise be unseen. Whilst writing the reflection 

booklet for the week that has just passed, I was drawn to the contrast in actions 
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that we find in the accounts of the plot against Jesus (26: 1-5) and the prediction of 

denial (26: 31-35). Specifically, it was the contrast between the actions of the 

religious leaders and that of Jesus’ disciples, namely Peter, that struck me and 

what we might be able to learn by reflecting on them simultaneously. 

 

Verses 1-5 

In these verses we find the chief priests and elders conspiring to arrest Jesus 

secretly and then kill him (v.4) but there is more happening than just this. In verse 

one Matthew highlights a transition of events using his regular statement ‘When 

Jesus had finished saying all these things…’ This is an indication to us that Jesus has 

finished his fifth and final discourse to his disciples in Matthew’s gospel, which is to 

be taught throughout the age until his return. 

 

The Passover feast was celebrated annually and was a commemoration of Israel’s 

escape from Egypt (Ex. 12) and the mention of its timing by Jesus gives us a clearer 

indication of how events are unfolding. The Passover being two days away points 

to the Thursday evening at sundown when he and his disciples would celebrate 

together which would mark the start of the seven-day Feast of Unleavened Bread. 

Of course, Jesus knows his fate and here we find him predicting his arrest and 

crucifixion for a fourth and final time (16: 21, 17: 22-23 & 20: 17-19). This 

prediction is briefer than the other three we find in Matthew’s gospel but here we 

find Jesus connecting his death with the celebration of Passover. It is only later that 

Paul recognises the significance of this and he makes this explicit as he writes to 

the church in Corinth and identifies Jesus as ‘our Passover lamb…’ (1 Cor 5: 7). 

 

At the same time that Jesus predicts his crucifixion, ‘the chief priests and the elders 

of the people’ are meeting to plot his arrest and death. As always with Scripture it 

is worth noting who is who in this passage. The chief priests were controlled by the 

high priest, who we know is Caiaphas as he is named as such, and those who were 

of wealth in Jerusalem. We also know that there was considerable influence from 

the Sadducees who were among the keenest to see the back of Jesus because of 
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his growing influence, which in turn threatened their own position and influence in 

the temple. Make no mistake, this is about power and as individuals and groups 

find theirs slipping through their fingers, they meet in secret to plot the demise of 

the person that’s threatening their position, Jesus. 

 

This passage is the first time in Matthew that the high priest is identified as 

Caiaphas. He was appointed to this position in A.D. 18 by the Roman prefect at the 

time, Varerius Gratus, Pontius Pilate’s predecessor. His position was really a 

political one as he was appointed by the Roman Governor who also had the power 

to take that away. He remained in power until A.D. 36 which shows how well he 

had learnt to play the political game. It is this that led to some, including different 

sects within Israel, to be critical of the position. With the Passover looming in the 

next few days the chief priests and elders cannot risk arresting Jesus publicly, after 

all they had seen his popularity as he entered Jerusalem a few days before. 

 

John in his gospel gives us a little more detail about this secret meeting where the 

demise of Jesus is plotted (John 11: 45-57) Here we find that the high priest, 

Caiaphas, plays a central role in the proceedings. As the leader of yet another 

Messianic uprising Jesus is firmly in their sights. You see Jesus has them worried, 

they don’t believe that he is in fact the Messiah and their concern is that he could 

cost them the privileged status that the Jewish nation enjoyed within the Roman 

Empire. Of course, if this was to happen then they would count the cost personally 

by losing their status within society and they certainly didn’t want that to happen. 

As Caiaphas proposes that it is better for one man to die so the nation can be 

saved, those present agree wholeheartedly. 

 

As we reflect on these verses, we can clearly see how the popularity of Jesus made 

the religious leaders of the day feel uncomfortable. At different times throughout 

the gospel they had tried to challenge Jesus and every time he had an answer for 

them. No doubt that as his popularity grew, they sensed that their positions of 

power which brought certain privileges could be lost. While Caiaphas proposes 
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that the death of Jesus would help to save the Jewish nation, we can see that this 

was really about protecting themselves, their position, their authority, their control 

and their wealth. The reality is, they had the most to lose if the Jewish nation fell 

and so the death of the person who they saw as a threat was really the most 

logical of options. In their eyes at least, the death of one would protect the 

interests of many, a whole nation in fact. 

 

As we reflect upon their actions, we can see that the heart of the religious leaders 

was to protect their self-interests. In that regard they met together as those who 

had the most to lose and we read that they schemed (v.4) to arrest and kill Jesus. 

There is a warning for us here and we must be careful to make sure we don’t fall 

into the same trap as the religious leaders of the day who were being sneaky in 

order to avoid detection. 

 

When things aren’t going our way, it can be easy to feel frustrated and want to 

gather others around us who we know might be willing to listen. Of course, those 

who are willing to listen can often be impressionable and our very sharing with 

them is so that we can influence their thoughts and gain their allegiance. This is 

something we have to always be mindful of as the consequences can be 

devastating. I remember having my eyes opened to this many years ago before I 

entered ministry. I was approached by an older and well-respected gentleman in 

the fellowship one day at a shared lunch, as we chatted, he suddenly dropped a 

criticism of the minister and elders which took me by surprise. It was all couched in 

language such as, others are saying or have you heard. It made me feel 

uncomfortable and I made my excuses and found someone else to chat too. Fast 

forward a few months and in the middle of a church meeting the very same 

gentlemen stood up and brought a motion during any other business against the 

minister, who by the look on his face knew nothing about it. You could tell straight 

away who was in on it by people’s reactions and this had all gone on behind the 

scenes, in the shadows, in quiet meetings and conversations which was only 

brought into the light at the point they had chosen to be most effective for their 
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cause. Well, it didn’t end well, the minister left, as did a number of the 

congregation who felt that underhand methods were used. Perhaps what is 

saddest of all, is that their concerns were all easily solvable if they had talked about 

them openly and honestly. Yet instead, their secrecy and consequent action 

caused a ripple of hurt and pain that took years to heal. 

 

With this in our minds I want to shift focus onto verses 31-35. Many of you will 

know that Peter is a character that I find a great encouragement in and here he is 

again showing his imperfections as a follower of Jesus. The disciples have just 

shared the Passover with Jesus and he has just given new meaning to an old 

celebration, something these disciples wouldn’t really understand clearly until 

events had fully unfolded before them. As they move from where they shared the 

Passover it is likely that they are returning to Bethany where they have stayed 

during the night up to this point. The Mount of Olives is en-route and Gethsemane 

where Jesus prays in the following verses is located here. As they make their way 

towards Bethany, Jesus no doubt startles the disciples with his prediction that they 

will fall away that very night. It was only earlier that evening that Jesus had 

predicted that one of the twelve would betray him, and now he tells them that 

they will lack courage and fail the test to stand up for him. We noted in verses 1-5 

that Jesus predicted his death for a fourth time, in the first three he also predicted 

his resurrection which he now does for a fourth time. As he does so, there is the 

promise of the reunion of fellowship, 

‘But after I have risen, I will go ahead of you into Galilee.’ 

 

Peter in the gospels could easily be described as the imperfect disciple, here again 

we find him opening his mouth without really thinking through what he is saying. 

As he declares to Jesus that he will never fall away even if the other disciples do, 

we find that Jesus reveals what will actually happen and that Peter will actually fail 

even more than the other disciples. My heart goes out to Peter at this moment, he 

has had such a prominent role throughout the gospel, we have seen the positives 

but also witnessed the negatives and here again we find out that despite his good 
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intentions he will fail to live up to his word. As we look at Peter we might caution 

the need to think before we speak, and this is always true, we’re reminded in 

James’ letter of the power of the tongue, but I think there is more that we can 

learn here from Peter. 

 

It seems to me that one of the big differences between Peter and the religious 

leaders is where their hearts are at. Imagine how Peter might be feeling hearing his 

teacher, his friend telling him and the other disciples that they will fall away. His 

reaction isn’t one that comes out of time in prayer and refection but one that 

comes in the heat of the moment. Peter’s first thought is that while he cannot 

control how the other disciples react over the coming hours and days, he will never 

fall away, of this he’s certain. 

 

When we look at the narrative from here on it can be easy to view Peter’s actions 

in negative terms. In my study of numerous commentaries on this passage the vast 

majority take into account what happens next as they focus on Peter actions. In 

that regard his actions as a whole are portrayed as cowardly and a warning to both 

leaders and disciples of how not to act. I’m sure we can all see the reality that 

Peter failed to live up to his word as events unfold, he denies Jesus just as 

predicted. 

 

Why? Why did Peter fail so badly? We could spend lots of time trying to figure out 

what happened in Peters head in the time between his insistence that he wouldn’t 

fall away and subsequent denial of Jesus. We will never get an answer to that 

though. Of course, like the commentaries, our minds move forward through the 

narrative to the picture of hope we find with his repentance and restoration. If we 

continue on this journey of looking forward Peter is an example to us of the 

transformation and change that occurs when we open our hearts and lives to 

Jesus. The man we read of in the gospels has certainly changed and continues to 

do so as we read Acts. 
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The thing is, in looking forward and drawing on the rest of the narrative we miss 

what we can learn in contrasting these two passages. On one hand we have 

Caiaphas and the religious leaders and on the other we have Peter, the imperfect 

disciple. The difference we find here is the state of their hearts and how this 

impacts their actions. As we have already noted, Caiaphas and the religious leaders 

plot in secret to arrest and kill Jesus because his growing popularity is endangering 

their own positions. It’s interesting that those who are the religious leaders and are 

meant to be upholding God’s law are so willing to break it by having Jesus killed in 

order to protect themselves and their self-interests. When contrasted with Peter 

the difference is clear. Sure, he acts quickly to rebuff what Jesus is saying but his 

heart is in the right place. He wants to protect Jesus and at this moment in time 

and with all the emotion of being told he will fail, he ultimately declares he would 

die with him. 

 

When we then reflect upon how the narrative unfolds the contrast of their hearts 

is clear to see. Where is Jesus? The religious leaders have got their way, or at least 

they think they have. Then we have Peter who fails to live up to his promises, 

realises his failings, repents and finds himself as a prominent leader in the early 

church. 

 

Years later as Paul writes to the church in Colossae, he urges them, ‘set your heart 

on things above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. Set your minds on 

things above, not on earthly things.’ (Col. 3: 1-2) What Paul is getting at is that 

where our heart is set will impact our life and our actions. Sure, Peter got things a 

bit wrong after he promised to stick by Jesus and he denied him just as Jesus said 

he would. Even though he failed, he knew that with Jesus there is love and 

forgiveness. Friends, like Peter we might at times voice something and then fail to 

follow through. The thing is, that’s life. None of us are perfect and at times we will 

all mess up at some point, just like Peter did. In contrasting Peter and the religious 

leaders we can see that what really matters is the state of our hearts. I don’t know 
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about you, but I would rather have the heart of an imperfect disciple than that of 

religious leaders of the day. 

 

Song for Reflection  -   Strength Will Rise 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2cuhOd_7nGY&list=PLT81VdMv8Wk9moNf-

ZNZjA2CdvjMQ4m-1&index=15 

 

Strength will rise as we wait upon the Lord, 

we will wait upon the Lord, 

we will wait upon the Lord. 

repeat 

 

Our God, you reign forever. 

Our hope, our Strong Deliverer. 

 

You are the everlasting God, 

the everlasting God. 

You do not faint, 

you won’t grow weary. 

 

You’re the defender of the weak, 

you comfort those in need. 

You lift us up on wings like eagles. 

 

Time of Prayer 

Light Your Candle as you read the following passage: 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was 

God. He was with God in the beginning. Through him all things were made; without 

him nothing was made that has been made. In him was life, and that life was the 

light of all mankind. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not 

overcome it. John 1: 1-4 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2cuhOd_7nGY&list=PLT81VdMv8Wk9moNf-ZNZjA2CdvjMQ4m-1&index=15
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2cuhOd_7nGY&list=PLT81VdMv8Wk9moNf-ZNZjA2CdvjMQ4m-1&index=15
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Praise 

Take a moment to give thanks to God… 

Consider what you have to be thankful for in your life at this time 

Consider all that God has done for us in Christ 

 

Confession 

Take a moment to say sorry to God… 

There are times in our lives when we can hurt others, both intentionally or 

unintentionally. 

As you say sorry, remember that God doesn’t hold the past against us, he wipes 

the slate clean, accept his love and forgiveness in your life 

 

For Others 

Pour out what is on your heart to God in this time 

 

For Ourselves 

Be honest about where you are struggling at the moment, and invite the light of 

Christ into that area of your life 

 

Spend some time in quiet to end your time of prayer, focus on the candle and invite 

the light of Christ into your life afresh 

 

Closing Song   -   My Lighthouse 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=V4f6jc4_IaM 

 

In my wrestling and in my doubts 

In my failures You won't walk out 

Your great love will lead me through 

You are the peace in my troubled sea 

You are the peace in my troubled sea 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=V4f6jc4_IaM
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In the silence, You won't let go 

In the questions, Your truth will hold 

Your great love will lead me through 

You are the peace in my troubled sea 

You are the peace in my troubled sea 

 

My lighthouse, my lighthouse 

Shining in the darkness, I will follow You 

My Lighthouse, my Lighthouse 

I will trust the promise 

You will carry me safe to shore... 

Safe to shore... 

Safe to shore... 

Safe to shore 

 

I won't fear what tomorrow brings 

With each morning I'll rise and sing 

My God's love will lead me through 

You are the peace in my troubled sea 

You are the peace in my troubled sea... 

 

My lighthouse, my lighthouse 

Shining in the darkness, I will follow You 

My lighthouse, my lighthouse 

I will trust the promise 

You will carry me safe to shore... 

Safe to shore... 

Safe to shore... 

Safe to shore... 
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Fire before us, You're the brightest 

You will lead us through the storms 

Fire before us, You're the brightest 

You will lead us through the storms 

 

My lighthouse, my lighthouse 

Shining in the darkness, I will follow You 

My lighthouse, my lighthouse 

I will trust the promise 

You will carry me safe to shore... 

Safe to shore... 

Safe to shore... 

Safe to shore 

 

Closing Blessing 

Share the words of the Grace knowing that others are sharing too at the same time 

 

 

Finally 

You are not alone, I am praying for you all daily. 

Remember you can ring or email me at any time 

If you are unwell, or need help and support then please call either myself, Liz, or 

Julia. We are not mind readers and can only offer support if you ask. 

 

God Bless 

Rev. Simon 

 


