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Sunday 21st February 2021 

10.30am  

‘Church at Home’ 

 

Time of Quiet 

Be still and silent, 

In the silence focus on God, 

Be comfortable in his presence, 

Let him work in your heart, 

Be open to his leading. 

 

Opening Declaration   -   Say aloud 

Psalm 117 (NLT) 

 

Praise the Lord, all you nations. 

Praise him, all you people of the earth. 

For his unfailing love for us is powerful; 

The Lord’s faithfulness endures forever. 

Praise the Lord!

 

Opening Song   -   Faithful One 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4wcC3p_Osko 

 

Faithful one, so unchanging 

Ageless one, you are my rock of peace 

Lord of all I depend on you 

I call out to you, again and again 

I call out to you, again and again 

You are my rock in times of trouble 

You lift me up when I fall down 

All through the storm 

Your love is, the anchor 

My hope is in You alone 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4wcC3p_Osko
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Bible Reading 

Matthew 21: 12-17 (New International Version, NIV) 
12 Jesus entered the temple courts and drove out all who were buying and selling 

there. He overturned the tables of the money changers and the benches of those 

selling doves. 13 “It is written,” he said to them, “‘My house will be called a house 

of prayer,’ but you are making it ‘a den of robbers.” 
 

14 The blind and the lame came to him at the temple, and he healed them. 15 But 

when the chief priests and the teachers of the law saw the wonderful things he did 

and the children shouting in the temple courts, “Hosanna to the Son of David,” 

they were indignant. 

 
16 “Do you hear what these children are saying?” they asked him. 

“Yes,” replied Jesus, “have you never read, 

“‘From the lips of children and infants 

you, Lord, have called forth your praise’?” 

 
17 And he left them and went out of the city to Bethany, where he spent the night. 

 

Matthew 21: 18-22 (New International Version, NIV) 
18 Early in the morning, as Jesus was on his way back to the city, he was hungry. 
19 Seeing a fig tree by the road, he went up to it but found nothing on it except 

leaves. Then he said to it, “May you never bear fruit again!” Immediately the tree 

withered. 

 
20 When the disciples saw this, they were amazed. “How did the fig tree wither so 

quickly?” they asked. 

 
21 Jesus replied, “Truly I tell you, if you have faith and do not doubt, not only can 

you do what was done to the fig tree, but also you can say to this mountain, ‘Go, 
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throw yourself into the sea,’ and it will be done. 22 If you believe, you will receive 

whatever you ask for in prayer.” 

 

 

 

 

 

Reflection 

I don’t know about you, but the thing I have found hardest during each of the 

lockdowns over this past twelve months is the lack of social interaction. This has hit 

me even more so since needing to self-isolate at the start of 2021 and then 

contracting Covid. As I have sat and reflected, I know that I am someone who 

thrives off connectedness, being with others and having social contact. In that 

regard I will often find reading and working in a busy environment with people 

milling around to be more conducive than a quiet and secluded office. 

 

We all know that it is through spending time with people that we are able to 

develop and deepen our relationships with them. Actually, it’s more than that, I am 

sure we would all agree that we need to be actively present with people in order 

to develop and deepen our relationships. The same is true in our relationship with 

God, in order to grow that relationship it requires both time and commitment from 

us. 

 

I remember hearing a preacher use an illustration in this regard many years ago 

and it has always stuck with me.  He had a big glass jar, a pile of rocks, a bag of 

small pebbles and a tub of sand. He started off by filling up the jar with the big 

rocks and when they reached the rim of the jar he held it up and asked if the jar 

was full. Everyone agreed as there was no more room to put rocks in, it was full. 
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He then picked up the bag of small pebbles and poured these in jar. He shook the 

jar so that the pebbles filled the space around the big rocks. “Is the jar full now?” 

he asked. Everyone agreed that the jar was now completely full. 

 

The preacher then picked up the tub of sand. He poured the sand in between the 

pebbles and the rocks and once again he held up the jar and asked if it was full. 

Once again everyone agreed that the jar was full. 

 

 

 

The preacher went on to explain that the jar of rocks, pebbles and sand represents 

everything that is in one's life; the jar represents your life. 

 

The rocks represent the most important things that have real value – your health, 

your family, your partner. Those things that if everything else (the pebbles and the 

sand) was lost and only they remained, your life would still have meaning. 

 

The pebbles represent the things in your life that matter, but that you could live 

without. The pebbles are certainly things that give your life meaning (such as your 
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job, house, hobbies and friendships), but they are not critical for you to have a 

meaningful life. These things often come and go, and are not permanent or 

essential to your overall well-being. 

 

The sand represents everything else – the small stuff, material possessions, chores 

and filler things such as watching television or browsing social media sites. These 

things don't mean much to your life as a whole and are likely only done to get 

small tasks accomplished or even to fill time. 

 

The analogy here is that if you start with putting sand into the jar, you will not have 

room for rocks or pebbles. This holds true with the things you let into your life. If 

you spend all of your time on the small and insignificant things, you will run out of 

room for the things that are actually important. Take care of the rocks first – the 

things that really matter and are critical to your long-term wellbeing and 

happiness. God is our rock and we need to prioritise spending time with him over 

everything else. If we put God the rock into the jar first, the small issues can still 

fall into place. 

 

Lent has always historically been a time when the ‘church’ has been intentional in 

taking time out with God. Although these days people will give up something like 

chocolate, in years gone by something of value that took time would be given up in 

order to use that time to focus on ones relationship with God. This year, as we 

journey with Jesus in the last week of his life through lent, my hope and prayer is 

that we will be drawn into a more intimate relationship with him. It is as we walk 

with Jesus through these last events in his life that we enter into the narrative as a 

whole rather than picking up the odd passage here and there. In this regard we 

experience the emotions of the narrative in an unexpected way, we feel the 

heartbreak of seeing Jesus’ closest followers turn away and the anguish he 

experiences in Gethsemane. Believe me, I have not just pulled this out of the air, 

this has been my own experience through the years as I have walked with Jesus 

over lent or retraced His footsteps through Holy Week. Personally, every time I do 
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this it reminds me of who Jesus is to me and it spurs me on to go deeper in my 

relationship with Him and this is my prayer for you. 

 

Two of our readings from the last week are inextricably linked and therefore need 

to be read in light of each other rather than in isolation. The clearing of the temple 

and the cursing of the fig tree both point to one thing, Jesus is offering a symbolic 

act of judgement upon religious leadership and their hypocrisy. 

 

The temple courts would have covered a vast area with the majority of the space 

open to the sky and the main buildings in the centre. The market would have 

enabled pilgrims from the Diaspora the opportunity to engage in temple activity. 

They would have exchanged their own currency for that of the temple, the Tyrian 

shekel which was then used to pay temple taxes or to purchase animals or such 

like for sacrifice. What was going on had become a commercial operation and the 

exploitation of the poor, disadvantaged or gentile pilgrims was rife. The wealth 

that was being accrued by high priestly families due to this corruption was well 

known and resented by ordinary Jews. Jesus had already made it clear that God’s 

flock lacked spiritual leadership and these events only convince him of this as 

pilgrims are being fleeced rather than fed. 

 

Matthew is our only gospel writer that mentions the healings Jesus performs after 

he disrupts the commercial practices of the temple. The blind and lame would 

have been denied full access to the temple activities, this was a purity issue (Lev. 

21: 18-19) and meant they could only observe at arms-length. As Jesus heals the 

blind and lame, he shows that it is he alone that can make pure those who desire 

to worship God. While Jesus heals their physical affliction, we know from our 

reading of the gospels that he is more concerned with the attitude of ones heart. 

His actions in the temple should have caused the religious leaders to acknowledge 

that Jesus was really the Messiah, the Son of David, instead they become indignant 

at the challenge Jesus has brought to their authority. 
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In these linked passages we also find Jesus cursing a fig tree for its lack of fruit 

while passing through Bethphage with his disciples. The fig tree looked good to 

Jesus from a distance as it was in full leaf, a sign that fruit was present. Fig trees 

were a popular source of free or inexpensive food and will bear fruit twice a year in 

the spring and the autumn, often producing a good yield. While the full leaves are 

normally a sign of fruit, this tree had no figs. In that regard it looked promising on 

the outside but on closer inspection it offered little in the way of substance. The fig 

tree, like the temple looked good from a distance. A closer inspection of both 

brings the lack of fruit into clear focus. Fruitfulness had always been an indicator of 

Israel’s faithfulness to the covenant and the religious leadership was once again 

bearing little or no fruit. 

 

There is a lot going on in these verses, but the indictment of the religious leaders is 

clear for us to see. While it can be easy to criticise them for their lack of response 

to Jesus as the Messiah, passages like these should also cause us to question 

ourselves and our own motives. 

 

Are there times when we can exploit those less fortunate than ourselves for 

personal gain, whether that be financially or for the benefit of position and power? 

 

The purity laws meant that some individuals who were blind or lame could not 

worship at the temple, as Jesus heals, he does so that they can worship freely. Are 

there times that we can judge others and their ‘worthiness’ to worship and 

effectively put up barriers to stop them, despite the fact that Jesus is the one who 

purifies us? 

Can our language and religious rituals be a barrier too? 

I wonder, when we next gather together at Hill Street, will we re-establish the 

ritual and routine of the past or can we bring our experience of this last year to 

inform our corporate worship in the future? 
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Jesus doesn’t just want us to look like his disciples; his desire is that our interior life 

is informing our exterior life. In that regard we are not to simply put a veneer on so 

that we look good on the outside, but we must be completely transformed. What 

kind of fig tree are we? One that looks good on the outside, but on closer 

inspection bearing no fruit? Or is our heart fixed upon Jesus and our life being 

transformed by the Holy Spirit, enabling us to bear the fruit we have been 

discussing since the start of the year. 

 

As we reflect on the goings on with the fig tree and the temple we recognise that 

one of Israel’s greatest failures was to understand the significance of the temple. 

We can see clearly that their failure was in the way that they conducted sacrifices, 

the profiteering from the poor and disadvantaged along with the corruption within 

the priesthood. Perhaps most damning though, is that temple life had become so 

rigid and ritualistic that they failed to see God in the flesh moving amongst them. 

This also meant that they were missing the heart of what the temple was all about, 

communion with God, enjoying his presence. 

 

I am reminded of the song that Matt Redman wrote many years ago called ‘The 

Heart of Worship’. At the time Soul Survivor (Watford) was a big and growing 

church and Sunday mornings had become a slick production with professional 

musicians and flashing lights. The song lyrics came after a time when Matt and 

others gathered in silence, a reminder that God is at the heart of our worship, our 

lives and not all the elements that make up our gathered times together. 

 

A life of worship is about living in the conscious presence of God, and interestingly 

we can do that whether we are gathered in a building together for an hour or are 

walking down the aisle at the supermarket. Our worship is about giving adoration, 

praise and glory to God through the grind of daily life. 

 

Prayer 

As we come to God in prayer we use Psalm 111: 1-3 as our focus 
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Praise the Lord! 

I will thank the Lord with all my heart, 

as I meet with his godly people. 

 

Thank God with all your heart, 

Thank him for the privilege of meeting together, 

Thank him for our church family, 

Thank him for those who journey with us, 

Thank him for those who lead and guide us. 

 

How amazing are the deeds of the Lord! 

All who delight in him should ponder them. 

 

Praise God for all he has done for us, 

Praise him for his word that speaks into our lives, 

Praise him for sending Jesus to be our example, 

Praise him for the precious gift of his grace 

Praise him that by his deeds we are saved. 

 

Everything he does reveals his glory and majesty. 

His righteousness never fails. 

 

Thank God for his righteousness, 

Thank him that he never fails us even when we fail him, 

Thank him for his unfailing love and forgiveness. 

 

Amen 
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Song for Reflection  -   When the music fades 

https://vimeo.com/485478899 

 

When the music fades 

All is stripped away 

And I simply come 

Longing just to bring 

Something that's of worth 

That will bless Your heart 

 

I'll bring You more than a song 

For a song in itself 

Is not what You have required 

You search much deeper within 

Through the way things appear 

You're looking into my heart 

 

I'm coming back to the heart of 

worship 

And it's all about You, 

It's all about You, Jesus 

I'm sorry, Lord, for the thing I've made 

it 

When it's all about You, 

It's all about You, Jesus 

 

King of endless worth 

No one could express 

How much You deserve 

Though I'm weak and poor 

All I have is Yours 

Every single breath 

 

I'll bring You more than a song 

For a song in itself 

Is not what You have required 

You search much deeper within 

Through the way things appear 

You're looking into my heart 

 

I'm coming back to the heart of 

worship 

And it's all about You, 

It's all about You, Jesus 

I'm sorry, Lord, for the thing I've made 

it 

And it's all about You, 

It's all about You, Jesus 

Say together 

Heavenly father we come to you, 

Thank you for your saving Grace given to us through your Son, 

Thank you for all he teaches us, 

Thank you for the opportunities to study together. 

https://vimeo.com/485478899
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We are sorry for all the times we don’t make you the Rock in our jars, 

We are sorry for times we put other things first, 

Help us to turn to you, 

Give us a hunger for your word, 

Give us a desire to be with you. 

 

We pray for our world, 

For those who hunger, 

For those suffering through war, 

For those affected by COVID 19, 

For those who do not have access to vaccines and healthcare, 

 

We pray for our world leaders, 

May they make right and fair decisions, 

We pray for our church leaders, 

Help them as they navigate ways of being church at this time, 

Amen 

 

Closing Song   -   The splendour of the king 

https://www.emw.org.uk/2020/06/the-splendour-of-the-king/ 

 

The splendour of a King, clothed in 

majesty 

Let all the Earth rejoice 

All the Earth rejoice 

He wraps himself in light 

And darkness tries to hide 

And trembles at His voice 

Trembles at His voice 

 

How great is our God, sing with me 

How great is our God, and all will see 

How great, how great is our God 

 

Age to age He stands 

And time is in His hands 

Beginning and the end 

Beginning and the end 

The Godhead Three in One 

https://www.emw.org.uk/2020/06/the-splendour-of-the-king/
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Father Spirit Son 

The Lion and the Lamb 

The Lion and the Lamb 

 

How great is our God, sing with me 

How great is our God, and all will see 

How great, how great is our God 

Name above all names 

Worthy of our praise 

My heart will sing 

How great is our God 

 

Name above all names 

Worthy of our praise 

My heart will sing 

How great is our God 

 

How great is our God, sing with me 

How great is our God, and all will see 

How great, how great is our God 

 

Closing Blessing 

Rejoice always, 

Pray continually, 

Give thanks in all circumstances; 

For this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus. 

 

 

Finally 

You are not alone, I am praying for you all daily. 

Remember you can ring or email me at any time 

If you are unwell, or need help and support then please call either myself, Liz, or 

Julia. We are not mind readers and can only offer support if you ask. 

 

God Bless 

Rev. Simon 

 


