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Sunday 3rd January 2021 

10.30am  

‘Hill St – Gathered & Scattered’ 

 

Opening Prayer   -   Say aloud 

Living God, we pray 

 that as the Holy Spirit came in wind and fire to the apostles,  

so your Spirit may come to us,  

breathing new life into our lives,  

and setting our hearts aflame with love;  

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 

Opening Song   -   King of Kings 

King of Kings - Budleigh Salterton BC on Vimeo 

In the darkness we were waiting 

Without hope, without light 

'Til from Heaven You came running 

There was mercy in Your eyes 

To fulfill the law and prophets 

To a virgin came the word 

From a throne of endless glory 

To a cradle in the dirt 

 

Praise the Father, praise the Son 

Praise the Spirit, three in one 

God of glory, Majesty 

Praise forever to the King of Kings 

 

 

https://vimeo.com/442019700
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To reveal the kingdom coming 

And to reconcile the lost 

To redeem the whole creation 

You did not despise the cross 

For even in your suffering 

You saw to the other side 

Knowing this was our salvation 

Jesus for our sake you died 

 

Praise the Father, praise the Son 

Praise the Spirit, three in one 

God of glory, Majesty 

Praise forever to the King of Kings 

 

And the morning that You rose 

All of Heaven held its breath 

'Til that stone was moved for good 

For the Lamb had conquered death 

And the dead rose from their tombs 

And the angels stood in awe 

For the souls of all who'd come 

To the Father are restored 

 

And the church of Christ was born 

Then the Spirit lit the flame 

Now this gospel truth of old 

Shall not kneel, shall not faint 

By His blood and in His name 

In His freedom I am free 

For the love of Jesus Christ 

Who has resurrected me 
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Praise the Father, praise the Son 

Praise the Spirit, three in one 

God of glory, Majesty 

Praise forever to the King of Kings 

Praise forever to the King of Kings 

 

Time of Prayer 

Use the following to lead into a time of prayer 

 

Lord God, our ways are not your ways, 

and your love is not like ours. 

 

Our love judges by appearance 

but yours looks deep in the heart. 

 

Our love coldly counts the cost 

but yours is freely given. 

 

Our love cannot bear much pain 

but yours is ready to suffer. 

 

Our love wants instant results 

but yours keeps waiting and hoping. 

 

Holy God, in Christ 

we celebrate 

the warmth of your welcome, 

the strength of your goodness, 

and the folly of your faith in us. 

Glory to God! 
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As you pray try to use the following as a focus 

 

Praise & Adoration 

give thanks for all God has done for us in Christ Jesus 

look back at where you need to give thanks in your life at this time 

 

Confession  

bring your confession to the Lord knowing that he is loving and full of grace 

 

Intercession 

 use this time to pray for others,  

for friends and family,  

for our fellowship at Hill Street,  

for our community, nation and world

Song Lyrics for Reflection   -   10,000 Reasons 

Bless the Lord (10,000 Reasons) - Hope BC on Vimeo 

 

Bless the Lord O my soul 

O my soul 

Worship His Holy name 

Sing like never before 

 O my soul 

I'll worship Your Holy name 

 

The sun comes up it's a new day dawning 

It's time to sing Your song again 

Whatever may pass and whatever lies before me 

Let me be singing when the evening comes 

 

https://vimeo.com/432251666
https://www.definitions.net/definition/never
https://www.definitions.net/definition/worship
https://www.definitions.net/definition/comes
https://www.definitions.net/definition/whatever
https://www.definitions.net/definition/before
https://www.definitions.net/definition/evening
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Bless the Lord O my soul 

O my soul 

Worship His Holy name 

Sing like never before 

O my soul 

I'll worship Your Holy name 

 

You're rich in love and You're slow to anger 

Your name is great and Your heart is kind 

For all Your goodness I will keep on singing 

Ten thousand reasons for my heart to find 

 

Bless the Lord O my soul 

O my soul 

Worship His Holy name 

Sing like never before 

O my soul 

I'll worship Your Holy name 

 

And on that day when my strength is failing 

The end draws near and my time has come 

Still my soul will sing Your praise unending 

Ten thousand years and then forevermore 

 

Bless the Lord O my soul 

O my soul 

Worship His Holy name 

Sing like never before 

O my soul 

I'll worship Your Holy name 

 

https://www.definitions.net/definition/never
https://www.definitions.net/definition/worship
https://www.definitions.net/definition/heart
https://www.definitions.net/definition/thousand
https://www.definitions.net/definition/heart
https://www.definitions.net/definition/never
https://www.definitions.net/definition/worship
https://www.definitions.net/definition/strength
https://www.definitions.net/definition/draws
https://www.definitions.net/definition/praise
https://www.definitions.net/definition/thousand
https://www.definitions.net/definition/never
https://www.definitions.net/definition/worship
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Bible Readings 

Micah 6: 1 - 8    (New International Translation, NIV) 

Listen to what the LORD says: 

“Stand up, plead my case before the mountains; 

    let the hills hear what you have to say. 
2 “Hear, you mountains, the LORD’s accusation; 

    listen, you everlasting foundations of the earth. 

For the LORD has a case against his people; 

    he is lodging a charge against Israel. 
3 “My people, what have I done to you? 

    How have I burdened you? Answer me. 
4 I brought you up out of Egypt 

    and redeemed you from the land of slavery. 

I sent Moses to lead you, 

    also Aaron and Miriam. 
5 My people, remember 

    what Balak king of Moab plotted 

    and what Balaam son of Beor answered. 

Remember your journey from Shittim to Gilgal, 

    that you may know the righteous acts of the LORD.” 
6 With what shall I come before the LORD 

    and bow down before the exalted God? 

Shall I come before him with burnt offerings, 

    with calves a year old? 
7 Will the LORD be pleased with thousands of rams, 

    with ten thousand rivers of olive oil? 

Shall I offer my firstborn for my transgression, 

    the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul? 
8 He has shown you, O mortal, what is good. 

    And what does the LORD require of you? 
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To act justly and to love mercy 

    and to walk humbly with your God. 

 

1 Peter 2: 4 - 10   (New International Translation, NIV) 

As you come to him, the living Stone—rejected by humans but chosen by God and 

precious to him— 5 you also, like living stones, are being built into a spiritual 

house[a] to be a holy priesthood, offering spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God 

through Jesus Christ. 6 For in Scripture it says: 

 

“See, I lay a stone in Zion, a chosen and precious cornerstone, and the one who 

trusts in him will never be put to shame.”  
 

7 Now to you who believe, this stone is precious. But to those who do not believe, 

 

“The stone the builders rejected has become the cornerstone,”  
 

8 and, 

 

“A stone that causes people to stumble and a rock that makes them fall.”  

 

They stumble because they disobey the message—which is also what they were 

destined for. 
 

9 But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s special 

possession, that you may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness 

into his wonderful light. 10 Once you were not a people, but now you are the 

people of God; once you had not received mercy, but now you have received 

mercy. 

 
11 Dear friends, I urge you, as foreigners and exiles, to abstain from sinful 

desires, which wage war against your soul. 12 Live such good lives among the 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+peter+2&version=NIV#fen-NIV-30405a
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pagans that, though they accuse you of doing wrong, they may see your good 

deeds and glorify God on the day he visits us. 

 

Reflection 

So, as we wave goodbye to 2020, I am sure we are all hoping, praying, that 2021 

will be a better year. I would hope, like me, we would like to see infection rates 

decreasing, vaccines delivered and hopefully, at some point, life return to some 

sort of normality again. Being honest, I am looking forward to the time when we 

can all gather together to worship without social distancing and face masks, where 

we can greet each other with a hug and see one another’s smiles.  

 

Of course, for many the start of a New Year comes with some kind of resolution 

doesn’t it!  

 

I wonder, have you made one this year? 

 

Of course, New Year’s resolutions come in all shapes and sizes, and let’s face it 

many of them have been broken by mid-January. It is often only the committed few 

that manage to keep their resolution for the whole year, and if they have found it 

has made a positive difference in their lives, that change can become permanent. A 

New Years resolution is simply a firm decision to either do, or not do something 

which one hopes will bring a certain outcome.  

 

I will ………………….. in order to ……………..  

 

As I sat down for a moment to reflect on this I was once again amazed at the mercy 

and grace that we find bestowed upon us by God. It’s this that Peter is reminding 

his readers of in his first letter, that it is not because of anything we do that we are 

saved, but it because of God’s great mercy. This is the good news of the gospel, 

that the greatest gift the world has ever seen, was not placed under a tree, but 

nailed to one for us and our salvation.  
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As Peter explains to his readers their privileged position, he also gives them a dose 

of reality. You see, while we do not have to do anything in order to be saved apart 

form put our faith, our trust, in Christ. Peter understands that as a chosen people 

our lives must point to the one who has redeemed us, God (Father, Son and Holy 

Spirit). This is not anything new though, as we look back through the Old Testament 

the 10 Commandments and associated laws were given in order that God’s chosen 

nation, Israel would be distinctive in their identity from other nations. As we 

investigate the New Testament, we find that Jesus urges us to remain close to him, 

like branches to the vine (John 15). The challenge Jesus gives though is that in 

doing so we must let God the gardener cut off parts of our lives that bear no fruit 

in order that we become more fruitful. In that regard, fruitful living is often used in 

Scripture to talk about an outward manifestation of faith, action and attitudes that 

show others someone is a believer.  

 

Peter urges his readers: ‘…as foreigners and exiles, to abstain from sinful desires 

which wage was against your soul. Live such good lives among the pagans (non-

believers) that, although they may accuse you of doing wrong, they may see your 

good deeds and glorify God on the day he visits us.’ v.11-12 

 

In his letter Peter continually urges his readers to live ‘good lives’ and to ‘do good’. 

In a conversation just before Christmas I was chatting with someone who isn’t a 

Christian about a negative experience they had some time back with a person who 

was a Christian. Fortunately, over few years prior they had observed positive 

attributes of faith in other Christians. Yet such was their experience, even these 

positive experiences made them ask: ‘if this then is the actions of a Christian then I 

don’t want to be one.’ This leads me to ponder a serious question: What do our 

encounters with others tell them about what it means to be a Christian?  

 

You see, people are watching, people are looking at the lives of those who follow 

Jesus and evaluating every word and deed. At one of my previous churches, we had 
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Slimming World meeting in our building once a week, I would often be in and 

around the building and was well known by most folk who attended. One week I 

was stopped by a lady and we started chatting, she shared that she started at 

Slimming World because she saw first-hand the difference it made in a friend’s life. 

The big question then came, so what difference would coming to church and 

becoming a Christian make in her life especially when some of our church members 

were so grumpy and rude. With that little addition, ‘especially when…..’, it made 

responding extremely difficult. The reality is though, none of us are perfect, we are 

all in the process of being put back together by Jesus and we are all at different 

stages on the journey. The fact is, he works on all of us in different ways, so while 

we might look at someone and think a, b or c needs working on in their lives, God 

sees a bigger picture and works in ways we cannot see and often do not fully 

appreciate. The best I could do was share with her that we are all broken people 

who are trying to display the fruit of the Spirit as best as we can in our lives.  

 

You, you are the people of God, says Peter as he urges his readers to live good lives 

so that others may see Christ in them. Between now and Lent I want to take some 

time exploring this fruit that we find in Galatians 5, why? Because these are 

characteristics that ought to define us as the people of God, followers of the Way. 

They are not fruits, where we pick and choose which are our favourites, rather we 

are to do our best to continually display these to our brothers and sisters in Christ 

and a world who as Peter reminds us, are looking at us to see what story our lives 

tell. The fruit of the Spirit is: 

Love  

Joy 

Peace 

Patience 

Kindness 

Goodness  

Faithfulness 

Gentleness 
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Self-Control 

Gal. 5: 22-23 

 

For those of you who have already opened your diary and seen that Lent starts on 

Wed 17th Feb you will have figured that there are nine fruits and only six Sundays 

after today. In that regard I will be linking peace and patience in a few weeks along 

with kindness and goodness the next. For the rest of this morning, I will be using 

Micah 6 to explore what it can say to us about love.  

 

I recognise that Micah is not normally a passage you would instinctively think of to 

talk about how love is to be a defining characteristic of the people of God, so bear 

with me. You see, the message of Micah, and the other prophets of his day could 

be summed up in this famous verse from 6:8, ‘And what does the LORD require of 

you? To act justly and to love mercy and to walk humbly with your God.’ The focus 

here is not that it is not what we bring before God that truly matters, but who we 

are. Who we are is meant to reflect God both in our action as we practice justice, in 

our attitude as we love mercy, and lastly in our lifestyle as we walk humbly with 

God.  

 

And what does the LORD require of you? To act justly….. 

The word used for justice in Hebrew is ‘mishpat’ and is one of the most used words 

in Scripture to describe God’s attitude towards the world and refers to his absolute 

honesty and fairness. As we talk about justice, we must recognise that justice is not 

something that we wish for, or that something to complain about when we see an 

injustice. Instead, we need to work for justice, it is to be an action, something we 

do rather than simply talk about.  

 

When the people of Israel failed to live God’s way the prophets were there to call 

them back. In Amos we find a lament (expression of grief) concerning Israel, the 

LORD didn’t want empty offerings, but wanted justice to roll like a river through the 

nation. We have a God who is just, and yet we live in a world so full of injustice.  
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There were two people chatting outside church one day and one say to the other, 

‘Sometimes I’d like to ask God why he allows poverty, famine and injustice when he 

could do something about it.’ 

‘Well why don’t you ask him.’ Comes the reply. After a brief pause comes the 

honest response, ‘Because I’m afraid he would ask me the same question.’ 

 

What does the LORD require of us? To act justly, to work for fairness and equality for 

all. This includes those who are weak and powerless who are all too often exploited 

by others. Yes, God can do something about it, but he also calls us to do something. 

It can be easy to think that we can’t make a difference, but we can. Perhaps the 

best way we can do this is starting with ways in which we can make a difference, 

and this means starting at home. In our relationships with family, friends and 

colleagues, being honest and fair in our dealing with others. This can be as simple 

as finding our voice heard when we see injustice as it can be all to easy to remain 

silent, yet injustice can only be tackled as it is brought into the light.  

 

Acting justly also encompasses honesty. Therefore, in order to practice this we 

might need to remove the blinkers that sometimes obscure our vision asking 

questions like: is cash in hand actually ok? are ‘free’ streaming sites for sport or 

movie actually right? The list goes on…. 

 You see, our actions speak loudly about our relationship with God.  

 

And what does the LORD require of you? to love mercy….. 

Depending on our translation we will find different phrases here like ‘to love 

kindness’. Whatever we find in our Bible the meaning is the same, to show an 

unfailing and steadfast love for others. Again, this finds its root in God’s steadfast 

love for humanity which we see revealed most clearly in Jesus.  

 

It is as we look to Jesus that we find a practical expression of God’s love that 

responds to human need as presented in front of him. This can be seen in the 
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welcoming of undesirables and eating with them, the healing of the sick and 

showing children value and worth as he welcomes them into his open arms to bless 

them. Interestingly we find Jesus associating himself with all those that the 

religious order of the day saw as unworthy. As we look at the attitude of Jesus 

there is a sense of unexpectedness about loving mercy. We find the same in the 

story of the Good Samaritan, it was the least expected that responded to the needs 

of the man lying beaten on the path. We find this unexpected love littered through 

Scripture and we find it at the cross too.  

 

Just before Christmas I had the pleasure of speaking to one of the families who 

received our Christmas meal. As I shared what we wanted to do, there was a 

stunned silence on the other end of the phone, followed by what I knew were 

tears. This is what Micah is getting at when he urges us to love mercy. I wonder, this 

week, this year, how can we have an attitude that causes us to display love in 

practical and unexpected to those in our communities so that it surprises them. 

You see, this kind of attitude and action should not just be a one off at Christmas, 

but one that defines who we are as individuals and a community of believers.  

 

And what does the LORD require of you? to walk humbly with your God. 

What does it mean to walk humbly with God? Perhaps in its most simple form It is 

having the courage to let him lead and guide us in our lives. The Bible talks a lot 

about humility and is something Peter touches on at the end of his letter. 

Interestingly as he addresses the elders in the church, he turns his attention to 

everyone and says, ‘all of you, clothe yourselves with humility towards one another.’ 

It is here we are reminded that humility, not thinking too highly of ourselves, is 

critical to Godly relationships. It is humility that enables us to learn from both one 

another and from God. It is humility that liberates us from the need to set 

ourselves as over and above another.  

 

The fact is, when we lack humility it can be all too easy to seek power and position. 

In doing so we set ourselves up as the one who is most important and yet Jesus 
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shows us a different way. It is Jesus who humbles himself to take on human form, 

and in the process takes on the role of a servant to wash the disciple’s feet before 

they share the Passover together. It is a humble attitude that lets God lead the way, 

rather than taking charge ourselves. This is why as a Baptist church we are 

congregationally governed, because we don’t follow the will of one or a few people 

but listen to God together. For me, this has been one of the difficulties of the 

pandemic because we cannot gather together in our usual way to talk, pray and 

seek the will of God. Perhaps the most important thing for us to consider as we 

look forward to when we can meet in person again, is that we must clothe 

ourselves with humility towards one another, so that together we can let God lead 

and guide us in His ways.  

 

Interestingly, we are asked to walk with God. I wonder, have you ever had that 

experience where you go for a walk with a group of friends and there is that 

someone who walks ahead on their own. Walking humbly with God doesn’t mean 

us setting the pace by forging ahead on our own or lagging behind dragging our 

feet. It means walking alongside deep in conversation, so that the relationship 

deepens and our understanding of him grows.  

 

Peter wanted to remind those that he wrote to that as followers of Jesus we will 

always come under scrutiny. In the days since Peter penned his letter things have 

not changed, it seems to me that what the world is looking for is authenticity, 

people want to know and see that the words and actions of Christians tell the same 

story.  

 

And what does the LORD require of you? To act justly and to love mercy and to walk 

humbly with your God. 

 

Post Sermon Prayer 

Spend a few minutes in quiet reflection before saying the following prayer: 

Lord of history,  
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to whom a thousand years are as a day:  

renew us by your Holy Spirit,  

that, while we have life and breath,  

we may serve you with courage and hope;  

through the grace of your son,  

our Saviour Jesus Christ. 

 

Song Lyrics for Reflection   -   Your Grace is Enough 

https://vimeo.com/442024458 

 

Your grace is enough 

More than I need 

At Your word I will believe 

I wait for You 

Draw near again 

Let Your spirit make me new 

And I will fall at Your feet 

I will fall at Your feet 

And i will worship You here 

 

Your presence in me 

Jesus light the way 

By the power of Your word 

I am restored 

I am redeemed 

By Your spirit I am free 

And I will fall at Your feet 

I will fall at Your feet 

And I will worship You here 

 

Freely You gave it all for us 

https://vimeo.com/442024458
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Surrendered Your life upon that cross 

Great is Your love 

Poured out for all 

This is our God 

 

Lifted on high from death to life 

Forever our God is glorified 

Servant and King 

Rescued the world 

This is our God 

 

And I will fall at Your feet 

I will fall at Your feet 

And I will worship You here 

 

And I will fall at Your feet 

I will fall at Your feet 

And I will worship You here 

 

Freely You gave it all for us 

Surrendered Your life upon that cross 

Great is Your love 

Poured out for all 

This is our God 

 

Lifted on high from death to life 

Forever our God is glorified 

Servant and King 

Rescued the world 

This is our God
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To Close 

May the blessing of the God of Eternity,  

the God who calls time into being and marks its passing;  

the God who enters human history in Jesus;  

the God who gives the gift of his Spirit to all, for all time;  

be upon us this day  

empowering us to live our time in faithfulness to the gospel,  

now and always. 

 

 

 

 

Finally 

You are not alone, I am praying for you all daily. 

Remember you can ring or email me at any time 

If you are unwell, or need help and support then please call either myself, Liz, or 

Julia. We are not mind readers and can only offer support if you ask. 

 

God Bless 

Rev. Simon 


