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Sunday 31st January 2021 

10.30am  

‘Church at Home’ 

 

Opening Declaration   -   Psalm 108: 1 - 5 

My heart, O God, is steadfast; 

    I will sing and make music with all my soul. 
2 Awake, harp and lyre! 

    I will awaken the dawn. 
3 I will praise you, LORD, among the nations; 

    I will sing of you among the peoples. 
4 For great is your love, higher than the heavens; 

    your faithfulness reaches to the skies. 
5 Be exalted, O God, above the heavens; 

    let your glory be over all the earth. 

 

Opening Song   -   Beauty for Brokenness 

https://vimeo.com/442028198 

 

Beauty for brokenness 

Hope for despair 

Lord, in Your suffering world 

This is our prayer 

Bread for the children 

Justice, joy, peace 

Sunrise to sunset 

Your kingdom increase! 

Shelter for fragile lives 

Cures for their ills 

Work for the craftsman 

Trade for their skills 

Land for the dispossessed 

Rights for the weak 

Voices to plead the cause 

Of those who can't speak 

 

https://vimeo.com/442028198
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God of the poor 

Friend of the weak 

Give us compassion we pray 

Melt our cold hearts 

Let tears fall like rain 

Come, change our love 

From a spark to a flame 

 

Refuge from cruel wars 

Havens from fear 

Cities for sanctuary 

Freedoms to share 

Peace to the killing-fields 

Scorched earth to green 

Christ for the bitterness 

His cross for the pain 

 

 

Rest for the ravaged earth 

Oceans and streams 

Plundered and poisoned 

Our future, our dreams 

Lord, end our madness 

Carelessness, greed 

Make us content with 

The things that we need 

 

God of the poor 

Friend of the weak 

Give us compassion we pray 

Melt our cold hearts 

Let tears fall like rain 

Come, change our love 

From a spark to a flame 

 

Lighten our darkness 

Breathe on this flame 

Until your justice 

Burns brightly again 

Until the nations 

Learn of your ways 

Seek your salvation 

And bring you their praise 

 

Prayers of  Intercession   -   Using the lyrics from Beauty for Brokenness 

 

Beauty for brokenness 

Hope for despair 

Let us fix our eyes upon Jesus 

Give thanks for it is in Him there is hope 

Pray for Gods transforming Spirit upon His Creation 
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Voices to plead the cause 

Of those who can't speak 

Ask God to open our eyes to events in our own communities 

Pray that we would have courage to use our voices to speak for those who can’t 

 

Refuge from cruel wars, Havens from fear 

Cities for sanctuary, Freedoms to share 

Peace to the killing-fields 

Pray for Peace in our World 

Pray for those is positions of power who have the ability to bring about change 

Pray for those whose lives are impacted by the War 

 

Rest for the ravaged earth, Oceans and streams 

Plundered and poisoned, Our future, our dreams 

Lord, end our madness, Carelessness, greed 

Make us content with the things that we need 

Ask for Gods help and the guidance of His Spirit 

Ask Him to show us ways we can make changes in our own lives to better care for 

our planet 

Ask that in doing so, our actions may bring about positive changes in our own 

community 

 

Lighten our darkness, Breathe on this flame 

Until your justice, Burns brightly again 

As we pray we come recognising we need Gods help 

Pray for a fresh outpouring of His Spirit on our lives 

 

Together we say: 

Your Kingdom Come, Your Will be Done….. 

Help us Lord to have your eyes to see 
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Help us to regain our voices to speak  

Empower us by Your Holy Spirit we Pray 

Amen 

 

Bible Reading 

Exodus 20: 1 – 21   (New International Version, NIV) 

And God spoke all these words: 
2 “I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of Egypt, out of the land of slavery. 

3 “You shall have no other gods before[a] me. 
4 “You shall not make for yourself an image in the form of anything in heaven 

above or on the earth beneath or in the waters below. 5 You shall not bow 

down to them or worship them; for I, the LORD your God, am a jealous 

God, punishing the children for the sin of the parents to the third and fourth 

generation of those who hate me, 6 but showing love to a 

thousand generations of those who love me and keep my commandments. 
7 “You shall not misuse the name of the LORD your God, for the LORD will not hold 

anyone guiltless who misuses his name. 
8 “Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy. 9 Six days you shall labour and do 

all your work, 10 but the seventh day is a sabbath to the LORD your God. On it 

you shall not do any work, neither you, nor your son or daughter, nor your 

male or female servant, nor your animals, nor any foreigner residing in your 

towns. 11 For in six days the LORD made the heavens and the earth, the sea, 

and all that is in them, but he rested on the seventh day. Therefore 

the LORD blessed the Sabbath day and made it holy. 
12 “Honour your father and your mother, so that you may live long in the 

land the LORD your God is giving you. 
13 “You shall not murder. 

14 “You shall not commit adultery. 
15 “You shall not steal. 

16 “You shall not give false testimony against your neighbour. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=exodus+20&version=NIV#fen-NIV-2055a
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17 “You shall not covet your neighbour’s house. You shall not covet your 

neighbour’s wife, or his male or female servant, his ox or donkey, or 

anything that belongs to your neighbour.” 
18 When the people saw the thunder and lightning and heard the trumpet and saw 

the mountain in smoke, they trembled with fear. They stayed at a distance 19 and 

said to Moses, “Speak to us yourself and we will listen. But do not have God 

speak to us or we will die.” 
20 Moses said to the people, “Do not be afraid. God has come to test you, so that 

the fear of God will be with you to keep you from sinning.” 
21 The people remained at a distance, while Moses approached the thick 

darkness where God was. 

 

Hebrews 10: 19 – 25   (New International Version, NIV) 

Therefore, brothers and sisters, since we have confidence to enter the Most Holy 

Place by the blood of Jesus, 20 by a new and living way opened for us through the 

curtain, that is, his body, 21 and since we have a great priest over the house of 

God, 22 let us draw near to God with a sincere heart and with the full assurance 

that faith brings, having our hearts sprinkled to cleanse us from a guilty 

conscience and having our bodies washed with pure water. 23 Let us hold 

unswervingly to the hope we profess, for he who promised is faithful. 24 And let us 

consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds, 25 not 

giving up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but encouraging one 

another—and all the more as you see the Day approaching. 

 

Reflection 

But the fruit of the Spirit is….. faithfulness….. Against such things there is no law. 

Those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions and 

desires. Since we live by the Spirit, let us keep in step with the Spirit. Let us not 

become conceited, provoking and envying each other.   (Galatians 5: 22-25) 
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The press loves a good headline don’t they? After all, it’s what sells newspapers. 

We live in an age of celebrity and when there is a moral failure involved which 

brings a fall from grace it is certain to make the headlines. While we might not 

necessarily agree with the sentiment ourselves, sex sells. Even more so when 

moral failure involves those in positions of authority within the Church, the 

headline writers rub their hands with glee.  

 

Over the last few years there have been several high-profile Pastors in the States 

who have stepped down from their positions because of unfaithfulness. Of course, 

it happens on this side of the pond too, but the rate of occurrences over the last 

few years has been alarming. Each time this happens there is a ripple effect both in 

the church and the community it is part of. We could talk about implications for 

hours, but the baseline is that headlines like this impact the mission of the church 

both in the past, the present and the future. Those who have come to faith during 

the Pastors ministry question their newfound faith. Members of the church and 

the community struggle to reconcile that someone who was supposed to be an 

example to them had been unfaithful. While giving churches an opportunity to talk 

about forgiveness and reconciliation, the church becomes defined by the moral 

failure of its previous Pastor.  

 

The fact is, when Christians acknowledge Christ with their lips and then deny Him 

with their lifestyle the mission of the church is compromised. As Paul highlights 

Faithfulness as one of the nine Fruit of the Spirit he is acknowledging the high 

calling of those who confess Jesus as Lord to live in such a way that reflects the 

very nature of God.  

 

Why Faithfulness though?  

And what does it really mean to be Faithful? 

 

To understand why Faithfulness is so important we need to delve into the Old 

Testament and specifically the Ten Commandments and the events that surround 
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them. In Exodus we have approximately Three Hundred words that give guidance 

of how to live as a stable society. More than that though, they give guidance to the 

people of God about how to live distinctively as His people in the world. These Ten 

laws related not only how the people of God were to relate to each other, but also 

to God. The first commandment underpins the other nine, they revolve around it 

like planets to the sun. “You shall have no other gods before me.” To remove God is 

to remove the very centre, the heart of the commandments. While we could argue 

the nine commandments that follow give us good principles for life, it is with God 

that they have meaning. We would all say following the sixth commandment is a 

good idea wouldn’t we? It is do not murder in case you were checking. But with 

God at the centre, we understand this is more than about not taking another’s life 

but is about the sanctity of life. To lie is a denial of the fact that God is the God of 

truth.  

 

It is in light of verses one and two that the first commandment really makes sense. 

‘And God spoke all these words: “I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of 

Egypt, out of the land of slavery.”’  

 

These verses give us a context, which brings with it a deeper understanding of both 

who is giving and receiving these commands. The one who speaks is not just the 

LORD, he is the one who brought his people out of Egypt. It is he, the LORD, who 

heard the cries of his people at the hands of their slave drivers in Egypt (Ex. 3: 7-

10) and recued them from their oppressors. This is not a distant, far off God 

speaking, but one who has personally intervened and rescued the Israelites (the 

people of God) from their suffering. It is three months since the Israelites escape 

from Egypt and as these stipulations are set before them there is a reminder, it is 

me who rescued you, you are my people and I am your God, and this it what it 

means to live distinctively as my people. For years the Israelites had been slaves, 

for years they had been oppressed by the Egyptians and the LORD is faithful to the 

convents he made with the Israelites forbears as he recues and redeems them.  
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Throughout the entire Old Testament we find God being faithful to his covenantal 

promises, he is continually reaching out to his people and giving them a way back 

to him. He continues time and time again to reach out and forgive them, and 

ultimately sends his son as a sacrificial lamb, not to rescue and redeem Israel but 

the entire world. God is pulling on their heartstrings; he wants them to remember 

all that he has done for them. He wants them to remember, to recall to mind, what 

they have been rescued, saved from. They weren’t just saved from slavery, but a 

place where slaves had slaves. It is in this context that God reminds Israel both who 

he is and what he has done for them, and that he is faithful to his covenant with 

their ancestors. What response is God after? For them to live faithfully to the 

commandments and therefore live distinctively as the people of God 

 

Year after year the Israelites would celebrate the Passover together. It was a time 

to retell the story of Gods big rescue so that future generations would know of all 

that God had done for his people. Years later as Jesus reclined at a table with his 

disciples to share the Passover and retell the story he used what was on the table 

to talk about the next big rescue that would take place. He took bread and wine 

and spoke of his body that would be broken and blood that would be poured out 

for the forgiveness of sins. In the days that followed Jesus was crucified, his body 

broken and blood shed, he was buried in a tomb and then rose again. That night at 

the Passover, Jesus told his closest followers what would happen, and it didn’t 

make sense them. As events unfolded before them it all made sense, as God was 

faithful to his promises and rescued his people long ago, so too Jesus was faithful 

to his word and gave his life to rescue the whole world. 

 

Some of you know that I enjoy watching films, I find it a good way to switch off and 

unwind. A while back Charlotte and I sat down to start watching The Hobbit trilogy 

which we both really enjoyed. After we’d watched the three films a question arose, 

how faithful was the film to the original J R R Tolkien book? It was some time since 

I had last read the book, some 25years in fact, so I wasn’t as fresh having read it as 
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Charlotte. It’s a question that gets raised whenever a book is made into a film, how 

faithful have the filmmakers been to the original?  

 

As I reflected on this a little it got me thinking, how faithful are we to the original? 

If I’ve lost you here, let me spell it out: How faithful are we as Christs Ones to the 

blueprint offered to us by Christ? As Paul list faithfulness as one of the Fruit that 

the Spirit produces in our lives, this is what he’s getting at, that we as disciples of 

Jesus are to be faithful to the model of living he, Jesus, gives us. As we’ve already 

explored though (in previous weeks), this doesn’t automatically happen, we have 

to put some effort in too.  

 

In Ezekiel chapter 16 we find Jerusalem confronted as an adulterous wife, why? 

Because the people of God were not being faithful to the commandments that 

God had given their ancestors. At the end of the chapter, we find that once again 

the LORD offers Jerusalem a way back to him as he makes atonement for their sins. 

Here we are reminded we have a God who continually offers us a way back to him, 

and in Jesus we have the one who has atoned for our sin once and for all.  

 

As I think back to the headlines I mentioned earlier, they come about when 

comfort is found in the arms of another. As Jerusalem is confronted with its 

adultery, they are confronted with the stark reality that they, as the people of God, 

had been unfaithful. Simply put the first commandment had been broken and they 

had turned to other gods for comfort rather than the LORD. Martin Luther hits the 

nail on the head when he says, ‘your god is whatever you turn to in your time of 

need.’  

What do you turn to when you’re in need?  

What brings you comfort when you’re struggling?  

Is it God? 

Or something else…… 

Chocolate perhaps?  
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Being faithful is not just about trusting God in the good times, but through the 

difficulties and struggles of life too. Being faithful is more than that though, it is 

also about being loyal, steadfast, to the way that we are given by Jesus to live as 

his disciples. This is difficult because the blueprint that Jesus gives us does not 

come naturally to us. Here’s the deal though, as Paul points out to us in Galatians, 

we don’t have to do it alone. It is with Gods help, specifically the Spirit’s help, that 

we are able to walk in step with living God’s way.  

 

I remember many years ago sitting in a school assembly while at secondary school. 

Our code of conduct and uniform rules at school were quite strict and you could 

easily get detention if you were caught out of school not wearing your tie or for 

any of a long list of offences. As the Head Teacher stood at the front of hundreds 

of teenagers, we were all accused of bringing the name of the school into 

disrepute. Why? The list was long, but it included not wearing uniform in an 

appropriate manner when traveling too and from school, being disrespectful to the 

schools neighbours and not moving out of peoples way on the path. He was most 

annoyed about the last in which at least half those present had attended a 

prearranged fight at the local park involving a number of students. At that moment 

it didn’t matter if you were guilty of any of the said offences, in his eyes, everyone 

was guilty by association and the schools name had been brought into disrepute in 

the community, and that needed to change immediately.  

 

The thing is, being faithful to the teachings of Jesus isn’t always easy. It’s good for 

us to realise that as a community looks on, we can all get tarred with the same 

brush! 

 

So, what can we do? Well Paul would urge us to do our best to remain faithful to 

the teachings of Jesus. Actually, I want to suggest Paul would say to us that we 

need to be authentic, as close to original, Jesus, as possible. Being authentic 

doesn’t mean we don’t slip up, what it means it that we are honest and genuine 

about our shortcomings and failures. Our passage from Hebrews is a reminder to 
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us that we do not live a life of faith in isolation, I know it might feel like that with 

the current restrictions we face but we are called to live out our faith in 

community. It is this community that we call church and is paramount to helping us 

live faithfully.  

 

There’s an old Baptist covenantal phrase that I love that talks about how we are to 

live together as the people of God:   

Creating and redeeming God, we give thanks and praise for your covenant of grace 

made for our salvation in Jesus Christ our Lord. We come this day to covenant with 

you and with companion disciples to watch over each other and to walk together 

before you in ways known and to be make known.  

 

It echoes the heart of our passage from Hebrews 10, it is a reminder to us to the 

faithfulness of God and that the relationship we have with Brothers and Sisters in 

Christ is one of mutual support and encouragement. The call to faithful living is not 

just in our relationship with God, the vertical, putting him first in our lives and 

having no other gods apart from him. It is also about the horizontal, our 

relationships with other believers in which we are to display both our own 

faithfulness to living the way that Jesus teaches, but also in supporting and 

encouraging each other. Perhaps one of the hardest challenges is to develop such 

relationships with our Brothers and Sisters within our own fellowship that we are 

able to encourage and spur one another on.  

 

It seems to me, that the horizontal, our relationships with each other are so 

important in the journey of faith. Left to our own devices it can be easy to go off-

piste, to make our own path and forge a way that seems best to us. It is in 

community that we are best able walk the path together to keep God at the centre 

as we seek to reflect him to the world around. It’s together that we can remain 

faithful to the original, to Jesus. Being followers of Jesus and part of His church is 

not about programs, mission statements or activities. Being followers of Jesus is 

about living lives that are faithful to his teaching, to living authentic lives.  
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The early church didn’t grow because of its catchy mission statement or any other 

activity, it grew because the community of believers spurred each other on to live 

faithfully to the teaching of Jesus. It grew because they met together and talked 

honestly and openly about how to best follow Jesus and support each other in the 

process. The good news about Jesus spread because the early believers lived lives 

that were faithful. In that regard others (non-believers) saw something in them 

that they wanted for themselves. Interestingly their mission, their outworking of 

faith in the place where they lived grew out of their faithfulness to living as Jesus 

taught. If you take a moment and read Matthew chapters five through to seven 

you will see that all the early church that we find in Acts did, was seek to live 

faithful lives.  

 

‘And God spoke all these words: “I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of 

Egypt, out of the land of slavery.”’ 

 

While they were eating, Jesus took bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke 

it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body.” 

Then he took a cup, and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, 

saying, “Drink from it, all of you. This is my blood of the covenant, which is poured 

out for many for the forgiveness of sins.” 

 

God is faithful and it is he alone that saves. The challenge is, are we going to be 

faithful to living lives that align with the life and teaching of Jesus? Are we going to 

be faithful to the original? It’s in community that we can support and encourage 

one another to fix our eyes on Jesus. It is as we do this that the good news of Jesus 

spreads far and wide, why? Because Christs Ones are living authentic lives, and 

that brings both glory to God and draws other to Him.  

 

So how about it? 
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Can we say with certainty together: 

Creating and redeeming God, we give thanks and praise for your covenant of grace 

made for our salvation in Jesus Christ our Lord. We come this day to covenant with 

you and with companion disciples to watch over each other and to walk together 

before you in ways known and to be make known. 

 

Spend Some Time in Prayerful Reflection whilst listening to Waymaker 

Waymaker - Westward Ho! BC on Vimeo 

 

You are here, moving in our midst 

I worship You, I worship You 

You are here, working in this place 

I worship You, I worship You 

repeat 

 

You are 

Way maker, miracle worker, promise keeper 

Light in the darkness 

My God, that is who You are 

repeat 

 

You are here, touching every heart 

I worship You, I worship You 

You are here, healing every heart 

I worship You, I worship You 

 

You're turning lives around 

I worship You, I worship You 

You are mending every heart 

I worship You, I worship You 

 

https://vimeo.com/485481482
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And You are 

Way maker, miracle worker, promise keeper 

Light in the darkness 

My God, that is who You are 

You are 

Way maker, miracle worker, promise keeper 

Light in the darkness 

My God, that is who You are 

that is who You are  

that is who You are 

that is who You are 

 

Even when I don't see it, You're working 

Even when I don't feel it, You're working 

You never stop, You never stop working 

You never stop, You never stop working  

Repeat 

 

You are 

Way maker, miracle worker, promise keeper 

Light in the darkness 

My God, that is who You are 

You are 

Way maker, miracle worker, promise keeper 

Light in the darkness 

My God, that is who You are 

 

Prayer & Reflection 

Spend some time in silence. 
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‘And God spoke all these words: “I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of 

Egypt, out of the land of slavery.”’ 

In the quiet, call to mind all that God has done from the beginning of time to 

rescue his people to bring them into a relationship with him. 

 

Creating and redeeming God, we give thanks and praise for your covenant of grace 

made for our salvation in Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Give thanks to God for giving his son Jesus Christ for us and for our salvation. 

 

We come this day to covenant with you and with companion disciples to watch 

over each other and to walk together before you in ways known and to be make 

known. 

Reflect again on these words and what they mean to you and how we can live as a 

community of Gods people at Hill Street 

 

Closing Song   -   When I Survey 

(91) When I Survey - YouTube 

 

When I survey the wondrous cross 

On which the Prince of glory died, 

My richest gain I count but loss, 

And pour contempt on all my pride. 

 

Forbid it, Lord, that I should boast, 

Save in the death of Christ my God! 

All the vain things that charm me most, 

I sacrifice them to His blood. 

 

See from His head, His hands, His feet, 

Sorrow and love flow mingled down! 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BHMd6dLN3b0&list=PLT81VdMv8Wk9moNf-ZNZjA2CdvjMQ4m-1&index=27
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Did e’er such love and sorrow meet, 

Or thorns compose so rich a crown? 

 

His dying crimson like a robe 

Spreads o’er His body on the tree 

Then I am dead to all the globe, 

And all the globe is dead to me. 

 

Were the whole realm of nature mine, 

That were an offering far too small; 

Love so amazing, so divine, 

Demands my soul, my life, my all. 

 

Closing Blessing   -   Say Together  

We are called to be a prophetic people, 

working for justice, resisting violence 

and challenging the abuse of power. 

We are called to be an inclusive people, 

pulling down the walls of prejudice 

and welcoming the stranger. 

We are called to be a sacrificial people, 

risking uncertainty, becoming vulnerable, 

and reflecting the generosity of God. 

We are called to be a missionary people, 

demonstrating in word and action 

the redeeming love of God in the world. 

We are called to be a worshipping people, 

seeking and celebrating the God who journeys with us, 

and open to the Spirit in the whole of life. 
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Finally 

You are not alone, I am praying for you all daily. 

Remember you can ring or email me at any time 

If you are unwell, or need help and support then please call either myself, Liz, or 

Julia. We are not mind readers and can only offer support if you ask. 

 

God Bless 

Rev. Simon 

 


