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Sunday 24th January 2021 

10.30am  

‘Church at Home’ 

 

Time of Quiet 

 

Be still and silent, 

In the silence, draw near to God, 

Give to him the things that burden you, 

 Ask him to focus your mind on him, 

Prepare your heart for worship, 

 Feel his spirit fill you afresh. 

Praise him for his Goodness. 

 

Opening Declaration   -   Say aloud 

 

Psalm 100 

 

Shout for joy to the Lord, all the earth. 

   Worship the Lord with gladness; 

    come before him with joyful songs. 

Know that the Lord is God. 

    It is he who made us, and we are his, 

    we are his people, the sheep of his pasture. 

Enter his gates with thanksgiving 

    and his courts with praise; 

    give thanks to him and praise his name. 
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 For the Lord is good and his love endures for ever; 

    his faithfulness continues through all generations. 

 

Opening Song   -   Build my life 

 

https://vimeo.com/432252549 

 

 

Worthy of every song we could ever 

sing 

Worthy of all the praise we could ever 

bring 

Worthy of every breath we could ever 

breathe 

We live for you 

 

Jesus, the name above every other 

name 

Jesus, the only one who could ever 

save 

Worthy of every breath we could ever 

breathe 

We live for you 

Oh, we live for you. 

 

Holy, there is no one like you 

There is none besides you 

Open up my eyes in wonder 

And show me who you are and fill me 

With your heart and lead me 

In your love to those around me 

 

Worthy of every song we could ever 

sing 

Worthy of all the praise we could ever 

bring 

Worthy of every breath we could ever 

breathe 

We live for you 

 

Jesus, the name above every other 

name 

Jesus, the only one who could ever 

save 

Worthy of every breath we could ever 

breathe 

We live for you 

Oh, we live for you 

 

Holy, there is no one like you 

There is none beside you 

Open up my eyes in wonder 

And show me who you are and fill me 

With your heart and lead me 

In your love to those around me 

https://vimeo.com/432252549
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Holy, there is no one like you 

There is none beside you 

Open up my eyes in wonder 

And show me who you are and fill me 

With your heart and lead me 

In your love to those around me 

 

And I will build my life upon your love, 

it is a firm foundation 

And I will put my trust in you alone 

And I will not be shaken 

And I will build my life upon your love, 

it is a firm foundation 

And I will put my trust in you alone 

And I will not be shaken 

 

Holy, there is no one like you 

There is none beside you 

Open up my eyes in wonder 

And show me who you are and fill me 

With your heart and lead me 

In your love to those around me 

 

 

 

Bible Reading 

 

Colossians 3:12-17 (New International Version, NIV) 

 
12 Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with 

compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience. 13 Bear with each 

other and forgive one another if any of you has a grievance against someone. 

Forgive as the Lord forgave you. 14 And over all these virtues put on love, which 

binds them all together in perfect unity. 
 15 Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as members of one body you 

were called to peace. And be thankful. 16 Let the message of Christ dwell among 

you richly as you teach and admonish one another with all wisdom through 

psalms, hymns, and songs from the Spirit, singing to God with gratitude in your 

hearts. 17 And whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of 

the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him. 
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1 Corinthians 13:4-7 (New Living Translation, NLT) 

 

 4 Love is patient and kind. Love is not jealous or boastful or proud 5 or rude. It does 

not demand its own way. It is not irritable, and it keeps no record of being 

wronged. 6 It does not rejoice about injustice but rejoices whenever the truth wins 

out. 7 Love never gives up, never loses faith, is always hopeful, and endures 

through every circumstance. 

 

Galatians 6:9-10 (New International Version, NIV) 
 9 Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time we will reap a 

harvest if we do not give up. 10 Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do 

good to all people, especially to those who belong to the family of believers. 

 

Reflection 

(Written by Liz Smith) 

 

Last week we looked at two of the nice fruit of the spirit together, Peace and 

Patience and as a few of us reflected on these on Tuesday evenings zoom we spent 

some time thinking about what it means to wait on God. Waiting is about being 

patient but it is also much more than that. It is about actively setting aside time to 

seek his will, about taking time to be in his presence and to read his word. The 

reality is that most of us don’t hear the voice of God in visions and dreams or by 

hearing him speak to us directly in the way that we see in the Bible. For me it is 

often more of a stirring deep inside or the silent voice that speaks within. God has 

spoken to me through other people and through his word; one thing I have learned 

is that I need to be actively engaging with him in order to hear what God is saying. 

This may seem like a very obvious thing to say but how often in life do we get 

distracted and other things take priority? Suddenly we are a week behind with our 

daily readings and prayer time has become something we quickly squeeze in 

between tasks. Life gets busy and we forget to take time to be with God. It is a skill 

we need to continually practice. 
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As I was preparing for this week, with the thoughts of actively seeking God still in 

my mind, I started thinking again about the fruits of the Spirit. It occurred to me 

that we often think of them as gifts from God, something the Spirit bestows upon 

us but how often do we take them for granted rather than seeing them as 

something to nurture and develop? A bush or tree will produce good fruit if it is 

tended and well fed, similarly we need to ensure we are well fed spiritually in order 

to be fruitful and develop these gifts. In a way this is something we need to 

continually practice too.  We are reminded of this in John 15:5 “I am the vine; you 

are the branches. If you remain in me and I in you, you will bear much fruit; apart 

from me you can do nothing”.  

 

Today as we look at Kindness and Goodness together it is easy to be drawn 

towards thinking of acts of kindness, being kind to others and doing good deeds 

but it is so much more than that. Acts of kindness might help other people out and 

even make us feel good but is that enough?  

 

Perhaps thinking about the opposite for a moment can help us have an 

understanding of what Paul is saying to the church. We live in a world where 

criticism, complaining and conflict surround us. In the media we hear of so much 

negativity the good news stories seem to be pushed off the agenda. It can be all 

too easy to develop a critical Spirit when immersed in this culture. Social media 

allows people almost free reign to share their views to a wider audience; there are 

fake stories which are often written to provoke a response or initiate an argument. 

When we speak to one another there are so many non-verbal cues that give us 

context and an understanding of the attitude and intentions of the person. This is 

often lost in the written word;  messages and emails can be misunderstood or 

misinterpreted. How do we react when we encounter these things? Do we get 

drawn in; respond to the provocation of internet trolls? Do we respond in haste, 

adding to the critique or do we take time to reflect and give a reasoned response? 
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Do we immediately take offence to a text or email or do we seek clarification from 

the individual of their intentions? Do we always respond with Kindness? 

 

What about when people let us down, promise things and don’t deliver, how do 

we respond then? Are we quick to complain or do we stop to consider the 

individual? Perhaps wonder what is going on in their lives, are they ok? How often 

do we criticise or even speak harshly of someone without knowing the full story? 

Even within our churches can we be quick to criticise one another, the leadership, 

our Minister, how quickly can this lead to disunity? All important questions for us 

to reflect upon. 

 

Our readings today are all extracts from Paul’s letters, it is clear from the way Paul 

writes that he is aware of the difficulties in the churches and has a real heart for 

communities to love and serve one another and God. He doesn’t shy away from 

addressing the difficulties he sees, he doesn’t brush them under the carpet (I’m 

sure we all know the problems that can cause). Instead he talks to them about 

resolving grievances and admonishing one another. As he does this he first 

reminds them of the need to clothe themselves with compassion, kindness, 

humility, gentleness and patience. I love this image as it again reminds us that this 

is an active thing, something we must do. Clothe ourselves with these things; make 

sure we prepare ourselves by first forgiving one another and bearing with one 

another in Love. The reading from Corinthians is a very familiar one; we must be 

careful with such passages not to let them wash over us without focussing on the 

words. Paul describes the true nature of Love and when Jesus calls us to love one 

another this is what he means. To be patient and kind, not jealous, boastful, 

proud or rude. Not demanding our own way, not irritable, and keeping no record 

of being wronged. We are called to Love, to do good, especially to those who 

belong to the family of believers. Not just when we feel like it or only for the 

people we like but for all. This is quite a challenge! 
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The way we live our own lives and live together as brothers and sisters in Christ 

reflects to everyone in our communities. We are called to be set apart, to be Holy, 

to nurture and grow the fruits of his Spirit. Not to copy the behaviour and customs 

of the world but to allow God to transform us by changing the way we think and 

act (Romans 12:2) 

 

I would encourage us all to keep nurturing these fruit of the Spirit; to develop that 

Kindness and Goodness in our lives. What better example of Goodness do we have 

than Jesus himself who is the Good News!! 

 

I would like to close with this final reading, as Paul encourages the Church in Rome 

so I would like it to be an encouragement to us. 

 

Romans 15:14-16 (The Message) 

 
14-16 Personally, I’ve been completely satisfied with who you are and what you are 

doing. You seem to me to be well-motivated and well-instructed, quite capable of 

guiding and advising one another. So, my dear friends, don’t take my rather bold 

and blunt language as criticism. It’s not criticism. I’m simply underlining how very 

much I need your help in carrying out this highly focused assignment God gave me, 

this priestly and gospel work of serving the spiritual needs of the non-Jewish 

outsiders so they can be presented as an acceptable offering to God, made whole 

and holy by God’s Holy Spirit. 

 

Spend Some Time in Prayer Reflection 

 

Be still and silent. 

Reflect on the words we have heard today. 
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Say together 

 

Heavenly father we turn to you 

Thank you that you are ever present in our lives 

Thank you for your perfect love revealed to us in Jesus 

Thank you for your Spirit that dwells within us 

and for the fruit that grows within us. 

 

We are sorry for all the times we are critical 

 We are sorry for all the times we get it wrong 

Help us to repent, Help us to forgive 

Help us to see people through your eyes. 

Help us to respond as you would. 

 

We pray for your people 

For our world leaders,  

For our Church leaders, 

For our family and friends, 

For our church family, 

For those who are in physical, emotional or spiritual pain 

We bring to you all that troubles us. 

 

Encourage our hearts Lord 

Help us to be people of your Spirit 

Help us to be your Kindness and Goodness 

In the name of Jesus 

Amen 
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Song for Reflection  -   Good good Father 

 

https://vimeo.com/432594558 
 

 

Oh, I've heard a thousand stories of 
what they think You're like 
But I've heard the tender whisper of 
love in the dead of night 
And You tell me that You're pleased 
and that I'm never alone 

You're a good, good Father 
It's who You are, it's who You are, it's 
who You are 
And I'm loved by You 
It's who I am, it's who I am, it's who I 
am 

I've seen many searching for answers 
far and wide 

But I know we're all searching for 
answers only You provide 
'Cause You know just what we need 
before we say a word 

You're a good, good Father 
It's who You are, it's who You are, it's 
who You are 
And I'm loved by You 
It's who I am, it's who I am, it's who I 
am 

Because You are perfect in all of Your 
ways 
You are perfect in all of Your ways 
You are perfect in all of Your ways… 

Prayer 

As we come to God in prayer we use Psalm 96: 1-4 as our focus 

 

Sing to the Lord a new song; 

Sing to the Lord all the earth 

 

Praise God that he is always with us  

Praise him that he fills and refreshes us by his Spirit 

Praise him that we are stirred into action by his Spirit  

We sing praises to him with all the Earth 

 

    Sing to the Lord, Praise his name; 

proclaim his salvation day after day 
 

https://vimeo.com/432594558
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Thank God for our own Salvation 

Thank him that it is through his goodness that we are saved. 

Thank him that he continues to forgive us and love us even when we do him wrong 

Thank him that he equips us to share our own Salvation story with others. 

 

Declare his glory among the nations;  

his marvellous deeds among all peoples 

 

Ask God to help us speak out, 

Ask him to give us the courage to step out for him. 

Ask him to show us the opportunities to share his good news with those around us 

Ask him to help us live a life that demonstrates the fruits of his Spirit within us 
 

  

For great is the Lord and most worthy of Praise 

 

We praise him in the name of Jesus Christ  

His Son our Saviour 

Amen 

 

Closing Song   -   What a Faithful God 

 
https://www.emw.org.uk/2020/06/what-a-faithful-god/ 

 

 

Lord, I come before Your throne of 
grace 
I find rest in Your presence, 
And fullness of Joy 
In worship and wonder, 
I behold Your face 
Singing what a faithful God have I 

 

What a faithful God have I 
What a faithful God 
What a faithful God have I 
Faithful in every way 

Lord of mercy, You have heard my cry 
Through the storm You’re the beacon 
My song in the night 
In the shelter of Your wings 

https://www.emw.org.uk/2020/06/what-a-faithful-god/
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Hear my heart’s reply, 
Singing what a faithful God have I 

Lord, all sovereign 
Granting peace from heaven 
Let me comfort those who suffer 

With the comfort You have given 
I will tell of Your great love 
For as long as I live 
Singing what a faithful God have I 

 

 

Closing Blessing 

And now to him who can keep you on your feet, standing tall in his bright 

presence, fresh and celebrating—to our one God, our only Saviour, through Jesus 

Christ, our Master, be glory, majesty, strength, and rule before all time, and now, 

and to the end of all time.  

Amen 

 

Finally 

You are not alone, I am praying for you all daily. 

Remember you can ring or email me at any time 

If you are unwell, or need help and support then please call either myself, Liz, or 

Julia. We are not mind readers and can only offer support if you ask. 

 

God Bless 

Rev. Simon 

 


